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Ghap. th Prefatory. 


‘Ch. 2. Of abat grand: ielaai rhe Cafe 


of Youth ss te besitos. that betimes- 
‘they live to God. 

Ch. 3. Of what publick, Concermment she 
+ quality of Yourh s3. 


i Ch. 4 How the Cafe fiandeth with our 


Youth in matter of Fatt, 


Ch. $. How fadthe Cafe of tnany of them is ; 
Ch.. 6., The joyful State and Bleffing of good 


C bitdven to shensfelves and others. 


_-Ch..9. Undeniable Reafons for the fpeedy. 


" Repentance of thofe that have one 
By way a of Exhortation. . 
; A 3 : rr - Ch. 8, 


on 


‘The Coritents:. - 
€h,8, Di fittiaad fad thom that ae wibing . : 
‘to anrend. 
Chg. Special Connfal 2 to the Condidates 
: for rhe Df iniftr vam : 
Ch. - 160i ‘Short onhfe fo ‘poang Students sD 


Phafick, 
Ch. 11. Short Coun{elie young Men 5n the. 
pn of Court, thds Rudy the Law. 

Ch. 12, Séort Counfel to the Sons of Nobles 

' gad Magifirates’” - 
Ch. 13. Some Metsorials te Paventse : 
Ch, 14. 4 foort Word to Chrrch Miniz 

fiers fer neh | 


t i Y ou TH of ondon, 
~ Gand the reft- of England) Ri- 
chard Baxter's Lap. and Compaj- 
on Warnin ig and Advice 


Ao ‘char. 


\ ‘ 


\ Here i isno man that ever under=, 

- ftood the Intereft of Mankind, of 

_ Families, Cities. ,Kingdoms,Chur-’ | 

ches,and ‘of Jetus Chrift the King — 

and Saviour, but he: muft seeds know thac. 
the right Inftruction,Education,and Sandti-. 
fication of Youth is of unfpeakable conie- 


quence tothemall,. Inthe place where 


God moft. bleft my labours ‘(at Kidder- 
minfter , in Worcefter- fisre ) my. figft and — 
ereateft fuccefa was ppon the Youth. And- 
¢ which was a marvellous way of Divine 
Mercy ee 306. bad touckt the hearts 
ae B 
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[2], 

of young Men and Girles with a love of 
goodnefs, and delightful obedience to the 
. truth, the Parents and Grandfathers who 
had grown old in:an ignorant worldly 
State; did many of them fall into liking 
and love of Piety, induced by the love of 
thein Children, whom they perceived to 
be made by it, much wifer and better, and 
more dutiful-to’ them. And God by his 
unexpected difpofing Providenge, having 
now-twenty years placed me ‘fn and near 
London, where in variety of places and 
conditions, ( fometimes under reftraint by | 
men, and fometimes at more liberty ) { 
have Preached but as -to Strangers, in o- | 
_ ther mens Pulpits as [could,and not to any | 
Special flock of mine, I have been lefs | 
Capable of judging of my fuccefs: But by 
much experience have been made more 
fenfible of the Necetliry of warning .and |. 
iaftrudting yourb, than I was before. The 
fad reports of fame bave taught it me: 
The fad Complaints of mournful Parents | 
“have taught it me: The fad obfervation 
of the wilful impenitence offome of my. 
' acquaintances tells itme, The many {core 


_ if not«hondred bills that have been pub- | 


lickly -put'up to me, to’ pray for wicked | 
and obitinate Children have told ic me. 
And aa the grace, of God, the penitenc” 

Someone, 
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3 [3] . - 
Confoffions, Lamentations, and reftitutions 
of many Converts have more particolarly — 
acquainted me with their Cafe. Which — 
moved me on my Thurfdays Lecture a 
while to defign. the firft ofevery month, 
to fpeakto youth and thofe that ‘educate 
them, | * oe | 

_ And though I have already loaded the 
world with books, finding that God feems 
to be about ending my life and labours, [ 
am urged inmy mind by the gréatnefs of 
the cafe to a t this Epiftle to the youn- 
ger fore. Which fhall contain I, The great 
importance of the Cafe of yquth. II. How 


\ 
. 


3t ftands with them in master of fact. 


JIE, What:are ‘the Caufes of their fin and 
dangerous degenéracy. IV, How great a 
bleffing wife and godly youth are to them- 


 felvesand: others, V, How great.a plague | 


and calamity the ungodly are. VL. What 


great reafon ungodly fenfual youth have, 


prefently to Repert and Turn tq God. 
VIL Directions to them how to do it. 


. VIILAnd fome Diredtiansto Parents about 


their Education. And all muft be wih - 
the Brevity of an Epifile. / : 


: ge 


os Ba CHAP. 
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CHAP. HR be 


Te begin ‘betimes to ‘lide t0'God, #3 vie une 
Speak able importance bo yen felves. ; 


". enF 
oe | 


‘OR ‘1. You were betinies folemnly De- 
dicatéd to God, aé your Ged, your Fa: 
cher,vour Saviour, and: your Sanctifier, by 


: | your Baptifinal Vow. And as-that was a great 


Mercy; :tt obliged you to great Duty: You 
‘were capable in Infancy ofthat holy Dedi- 
‘cation tand Relations’ and ‘your Parents 
-wete prefently obliged as‘ to. Dedicate you 
to Ged, {0 to Educate you for Ged ¢ And 
as foun as you ate capable of performance, 
the Vow ts upon your felves to do ie.. I 
“your Childhood is not prefently obliged 
to Holinefs, according to-your natural ca- 
‘pacity, ‘ho doubt your Vow and Baptifm 
thould:‘have been’ dlfo, delayed. . Little 
think many that talk -apainft Anabaprifts, 
how they cdndemn themfelves by the Sa 
—Tored ‘Name of Chriftians,. while they by 
perfi lious Sacriledge deny use that which 
they Vowed to him. — 

2. All your time and life is given you by 7 
God,-Tér one End 6nd Ufe 5 and all is litle 
enough and will you alienate the very. 

a begin: 


| owe | 

beyinaing, afd: be Rebels fo foo? ---: 
{. .3.. The youtgeft ‘have noc affurance of 
Life for.a day, or an hour.. Thoufands:go 
put of che World in:youth, Alae,the Flefhi 
of young menis.corraptible, liable to hun- 


dredsof Difeafes,:as-well as the. old. How 


quickly may a:vein break, and cold feizé 
on your head and lungs, asd turn to ao un- 
curable. Confamption? :‘How.quickly may a 
Feyer, a'Pleurifie, 2a Impoftume,or-one of 
a thoufand Accidente; turn your Bodies to 
corruption? And.Q, that I .knew: how: 
to make yop''fenhble,: how dreadful a 
thing it is co-diein aa unboly ftate, and in 
she ‘guile of any:.nnpardoned fin 2 An un- 
fanctifed Soul,chae-bath lived-here but to 
the fieth, and she world; will bé:. but. fewel 
for the fzeiof Hell,::and the wrathful Ju-’ 
ftice' of the moft haly:God. - And though 
‘ia.-thé courfe of undifturb’d Natare, young 
‘men may live langéenthan the-old, yet Na- 
tare hathrfo many diftaurbances and crofi¢es, 
fhav our dives are. {till ikea Candle ina’ 
brekea Lancthors,: which a:. blaft.‘of. wind 
may-foon blow out... To tell yoa that you 
are. not.certainin an-unfanctified ftase; to be 
one day or hour more vat of Hell, Lexpect 
will-not move ‘yor fo much as the weight 
of the, Cafe deferverh, becanfe meer 
pofidility of the greatest: burt doth not affect 
oe | «BB mck 


(6) , 

men when they think there is no probabi- 
lity of it. You have long been well, and 
long you hope to be fo: Butdid you ‘thinll 
how many hundred Veins, Arceries, Nerves, 
mutt be kept conftantly in order, and: all 
_ the blood and: hamoots in due cemper;and 
_how:the ftopping of one vein, or speoie 2 
_ of che blood, may quickly end you; 

would rather teach you to.admire the me 
ciful providence of God, chat fadhea : body 
3 thould bé: kept alive one year, =} 

4. But were you fure to live to maturi- 
ty of Age, alas! how quickly will ic come? 
What hatte. makes Time ? How ‘faft do 
Daies and Years roll on? Methinks ic is 
bat as a fewdaies fince I:was playing with 
my Schooi-fellows, who now am: iv the 
66th yéar of my Age:. Had I no fervice 
done for:Gad, that [ could now fook back 


~.  ppoo,’ Pfinould fem as-if I had not bived. 


A thonfand ‘years; ‘and one hour, are all 
one (that is, nothin "B) when they are patt. 
And every. year, day: and hout ‘of: your 
lines hath -its proper work: And how will 
you anfwer for it? Every. day offereth you 
more.aad more mercies. ; and witl you de- 
{prte anid lofe them ? ‘If you were Heirs to | 
Land ,or- had an Aanuityy: whith: ‘amounted 
bur: to an hondred poonds a year, atid you 
gas egery day — a proporfiomable 
part 


- God, or not; ifnot, you are undobe. for — 


BO tee eae ae NS ee De ks eh a a ee SM me eg grr 
s 


~£7]- , 
pare of it, or To: it 5: would you: lofe it, 


through. neglect, and! fay, I wilkibegin to 
. receive it. when T.amiotd ? -: Bdos:Babou- . 


rers will: work. hard:all. che day, that: at. 
night they may-have.their wages: And 
will you contempteoutly lofe ‘your every , 


'daies mercies, your fafety, yous'cammu- 


nioh. with God, poor daily bleffings and: 
his. grace, which: ‘you flould daily beg. and 
‘may daily receive 2. - 

g. Either you: ‘wtitt Repent and: live. ta 


ever: Ob how mach lefs miferable is a 
Dog, ora Toad, than fuch a finner | Burif 


'- God will thew you fd'great mercy oh how 


will it grieve you to think .of the:,precious 
time of Youth,which. you madly: caff away 
in fin! Then you will .think,;G@/whatKnow- 
ledge, what Holinefe:might I then -have 
got!:; What a comfortable : life. might} 
have.lived! OQ what daies gnd!:years of 
mercy did I caft away for nothing 4: Yea, 
when God hath given you: the:paedon of 
yourtin, the raft:of his love, and the: hopes 
of: Heaven, ‘it-will wound your hearts to 


. think:that ‘you fhould fo tong, fo enthank- 


fally, fo heinoufly offend fo gadd:aGod, 


, ond negtedt fo. merciful: a .Saviour,. sand 


trample wpoa Infinite Divine Love,for the 


age ses bafe a fiefily: pleafore. : Thar . 


B4 ever 


. 3 8 ) 

ever-you frould be fo bad ‘as to fiad.more 
_ pleafare-in'fianing, than in living:untp God- 
-. 6, And -beut known toi you, ifi God ie 
mercy’ ‘convert and! fave. you,yet thebiecer 
feuit of zypar youthful folly: may: fallow 
ine in this World coche grave. God may 
the pains of Helluto 2 penitenefin> 
ra " andilnde forgivecthe,itemponat cha+ 
ftifement rb-His Hefti If ryou: wafte “your . 
2 ftate i in Youth, you may*be poor'at! Age: 
ndarsy:a wickéd-Wite; you! may. feel 

it: ic dikdeaeh norwithftanding :your -Reperi2 
tame :. If. by drinking, : glurcony, <idlenefs, 
orifilthy taft;. you conrsact. any arcarable 
_Diteafes ‘m Youth, Repentance. thay not 
eure then till death, <All:chis mighcedfily 
have: been prevented, ‘tiyou had: ban had 
fore:fecing ‘Witdork.!i: Beggary,i Prifons; 
Shathe, Cosfumptioss, Dropfies; Stone, 
Geut,: Pox, : which make shbe lives'/ofi ma+ 
ay miferable, are: ufually. caufed py voutlte 

fal fins. - aa PB EoD a eae 1. 

om And, iBever FO: - chink to be: meniof 
any: great wifdom, ani | ufefainefs:in:ebe 
World, to yoor {elves ch otters, yout pres 
. parations myf: bé midc:in: Youths71Qreat . 
Wifdonbis not gotin alittle: tina Who 
ever was:.an able ‘Lavsger, » -Phiyfcian or | 
Philofoptrec;withour tong ahd hard Sqndy.? 
yeu: will noe. Karn in. the Grasomar- 
os BG . Schools — 


53 ace t | ate, ~ —_ ere 


ot 9}: 
- Schools j in- your, Childhead,: you will. ba 
upfit forthe: Mnjverfity, as, riper-Ages and 
if vehen you'fhould, be Dectors,: you Arg ¢ 
to legen:to:.Spe}] and: Read,,-your . tha me-° 
will rel yousi;that you. thould bave fooner , 
begun, .O that yqu.well knew-how much 
of.che fafesy, fraicfalnels .and .camfart.of 
all‘your after-life, dependerh,on.the.pre+ — 
pacations of your. Youth.!-onthe Wifdom 
and the, Gerace which you. ‘fhould then.aby 
tain |: As mengiaktr traging,. doth on pads 
as eye tr 

‘8. And, O whatia dreadfat en isir, 


‘left your yousbful fin become temedilefs, 


aad cuftom -barden you,and deceivers bling | 


vou, and God forfake you. fer your wilfal 
fefiftance .of his. Grace |: God May conyert 


old hardened {ners :. - But bow-ordinarily 
do we findy thae Age doth, /butsanfwer che 
preparations of: Yourh, aad the Velflel ever 
afterfavoerethof the Ligsor.which firi 


thropghly.taiosed it; And men are. ,but 


fach as they-learped to. be.andido at firft. 
Af you -will-be. prrfidions breakers of your 


- Baptifipal:. Vows, its jus, with.God. a) 


leave yon to your felves, t0.a@ deluded un- 
derftanding, ,vo.think evil.goad, .and good 
evil, to a feared-confcience,, and a: harden- 
ed heart, and-as paft feeting, to work. Une 
sleanne(s-wish prcedincts, Fra 3, 58. = 


_ [10] 
to fight againft Grace and yourown Salva- 
_, tién, till Death and Hell convince you of 
‘ your madaefs. O fport not with the Jaftice 
of a fin-hating.;God! Play: not: with fin, 
- afd with the unquenchable fice f' Forfak- 
jing God, is the way to be forfaken of him. 
And what is a forfaken foul, but a mife- 
| rable Slave of Satan? - 

9. Yea, did you but know of what mo- 
ment it is, to prevent all the ‘heinous fins, 
that elfe you wil commit, ‘you would 
make hafte to Repent, thougti: ‘you ‘were 

fare to be forgiven. Fotgivenets maketh 
not fin'to be no fin, or to be no evil, no 
fhame, no grief to the foul thar hath com- 
‘mitted j ic: Yoo ‘will ery dut, O'that 1 
had never known it ! Tolook back on fuch 
an ‘ill-fpent life, will be tio pleafant thoughe, 
Repentance, thougha healing: work, is: bit- 
ters yea;ofe-rimes exceeding bitter: Make 
hot ‘work for it, if you love. your peace. :: 

10. Aftd is ita {mall chrig to you, that 

you are all ‘this: while doin hurt co 'o- 
thers? ‘And drawing them to’ ‘in, and plunge. 
‘ing ‘them into that darigerous euilr, which 
canno ‘way be pardoned but by ‘the blood 
‘of Chrift,‘ upon’ true Cosverfion :. Aud 
“when ‘they have joyned with -you in‘ loft 
arid flefh'y ‘pleafure,it is noc: in' your power 
‘to’rurn een, thee they may'joyn with you 
Si > ia 


2 ~ 


te ee eee, a 
. 


- wet 


[ar] 
in found iad And ff. not,they mufe 
lie in Hell for ever; And'can yor make 2 


{pore of yout own and other mensdamna- 


tion? But ‘this leadeth ine'to the Second 


Point. Ihave fhewed you-of what vat! 


ddncefoment it is to your’ felves to begiv 
bétimes a ho cen by fife”: wil? nexe:fhew you. 
What con foment i it isto otters, 7 


oY 


yes fs CHAP. oe 
7 what Publick ‘Concernmiert: the ae 
a ff Foath't Be 


5 I. THe welfare of the World j is of fir 
greater worth than: of-any fingle 


_perfon 5 and he hath put. off! Humanity’ 


who doth noc more eatneftly: défive it. “If 
this World confifted but ‘of éne Geneta:! 
tion, then to: make that Gertetation wife 
and good, would be enotgh' 't6 make ita’ 
Sapp World, Bat} it is not fo: In Heaven; 


and in the ficére' glorious Kingdom, there | 


le nefther fMlatrying,nor giving id marriage, 

but they are ds the Angels, in a'fixed-ever- 

lafting Stdte, arid one continued Genera: 

tion maketh up.the' New ferafidlém : Being 

Gnce holy and happy, they 'are'f for ever: 

But here it is not fot: One- Generatioi 
| , cometh, 


, —fazp 
cometh, and.angther, goeth: If the Father 
beas wile as Solomon, the Son, may be as 


- foolith as Reboboqus ::O what, a.great work: 


is is-co.make a. man- truly wife and good? 
How many, years ftudy dogh ir-ufvally te- 
quire? . What wildgm - and; diligence -in. 
Teachers,?...W.har teachablenels, and dili- 
gence in Learners; and. .efpecially te. 
Grace of God! And when all is done, the 
man quickly dieth, and obtaineth his ends 
in another World; But. his Children are 
born as ignorant, ‘and perhaps as bad as he 
was born: He.can neither leave them - his, 
Krowledge; nor.his.Grate. They mu 
_ have all the fame teaching, and labour, and. 
bleffiog.as, he bad; co bring them. to the: 
me attainments : .The Mercy and Cove- 
~ nant of Gqd, taketh them iato +his'Chureh, 
where they, have great,.advantages and 
helps, acd_promifech them:.monre. mercy: 
for sheir;relation to a faithful. Parent, ifhe, 
or they do make.no forferure of it: Bue: 
as cheit Nature is the fame with others, 
fo their.attual Wifdom myuftcame-by Goda, 
bleffing on the afe of the fame. meang 
which are neceffary tethe: Children of the. 
worft men,,,;A,Goriftian’e, Child, sis . born 
with ‘no .mare-‘Kaowledge than :a-Heas 
_then’s, andmuft have as mach labour and. 
Rudy to make-him wife, -: ee ae 
ee os §:2. It 


ec! 
1 


~? 
oo 


aad 
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§ 2. Ie is certain chen that the welfire 
of this world lyeth ona good fuccéffion of 
the feveral Generations :, And tharall the 
endeavours of one Generation, with God’g | 
greateft blefling on them, will ‘not fervi 
for the Ages following ; All’ muft begin 
‘anew, and be done over again, or’ all will 
boas undore to the nexe Age: And it is 
not the leaft bleffing on’ the faithful chac 
their faith and godlinefs difpofech them 
to havea care of pofterity, and to devote 
their Childrea wholly to God, as well as 


- themfelves, and to educate them in his 


fear. If Nature had not taughr Birds and 
Beafts to feed their Young, as well as to 
génerare them, ‘their kind would be foon 
extingt, O what a blefled World were it, if 
the bleffings of men famous for wifdom 


. and godligefs. were entailed on all thar 


fhould {pring from them ! and if this were 
the common cafe ! 
§ 3. Bat the doleful iferies of the 


-World have come from the degenerating 


of good mens pofterity. . Adam hath his 
Cain, and Noah his Cham, and David his 
Abfalons ; Solompn, Hezekiah, jofiah, \efe 
‘not their like behind them. The prefent 
State of the Eaftern Churches is a dread- 
“ful inftance. What places-on Earth’ were 


"more honourable for Faith and Piety, thah 


Alex anATiA, 


° . 14]: 
Alexandria, Antioch, ferufalem, Conftanti- 
nople, Ephefus, Philadelphia, and the reft of 
thofe great and noble Countries; and thefe 
alfo ftrengthened with the powerfulleft 
_ Chriftian Empire that ever was on:Earth : 
And now they are places of Barbarifin, Ty- 
ranny, and foolifh Mahometanifm, where 
the Name of Chrift is made a fcorn, and 
the few Chriftians that keep up that fa- 
cred Profeffion, by Tyranny kept. in fo 
great Ignorance, that, alas! the wes of 
moft of them difhonour their Profeffion, 
as much as their Enemies Perfecutions do. 
‘O what a doleful difference is'there be- 
tween that great pare of the World now, 
and what it was 1400 Or .1000 yeafsago 2? 

And alas! were it not for the name of a 
pompous Chriftian-Church, how plain an 
inftance would Rome bé of the fame Dege- 
neracy ? And fome Countries that received 
the bleffing of Reformation, have revolted 
into-the darknefs of Popery. What a change 
was in Eagland by Queen AMary’s Reign? 
And how many particular Cities & Towns 
ate grown ignorant and maligeant, which 
_ in former times were famous for Religion? 
The Lord grant ic may never be the cafe 
of Londen !-Yea, how many perfons of Ho- 
hourable and great Families have fo far 
degenerated from the famous Wifdom 

a. 7 and 


Cis} 
and Piety of their Grandfathers, yea and | 
Fathers, asto hate that which their Pa- 
rents loved, and perfecute .thofe whom 
their Anceftors honoured. The names of 
many Great men ftand hoooured in Hifto- 


ry, for their Holioefs to Ged, and their | 


Service to their Countries, whofe poftericy . 


_ arethe menthat weare moft in danger of: 
‘Alas! in how few fuch houfes.hath Piety. 


kept any long fucceffion ; yea, fome .tak¢ 
their Fathers virtues to be fo much theit 
difhonour, thet they corn malignant Perfe- 
cutors, to free themfelves from the fu 

pofed reproach of their Relations, Yea, 
fome Preachers of she Gofpe], devoted ta 
God by pious Parents, become Revilers of 
their own Parents, and defpifers of their 


Piety, as the effect of factious Ignorance, 


4. Andon the other fide, when Piety 
hath iucceffively asa River kept its courfe, 
what a bleffing hath ic proved ? (But how 
rare is that?) And when Children have 
proved better than.their Parents, it hath 
been the beginning of welfare to the places 
where they lived. : How marvelloufly did 
the Reformatien. prevail in Germany in 
‘Luther's time, when God brought out of | 
Popifh Monafteries many excellent Inftru-. 
meats.of his Service? And Princes became. 
wife and pious,: whofe Parents, bad been, | 

ee, 3 z i in 
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‘blind or impious? Godlinefs. or-wickednefé, 
welfare or calamity, follow pecuenee 

and Quality of pofterity. -- . 
And men live fo fhort atime, thac. the 
work of Educating Youth aright, is one 
half che great bofinefs of man’s Life: He 
that hath‘a Plantation of Oaks, may-work 
for twenty’ Generations:--But be chae 
planteth Gardens and ’Orcliards - with | 
Plants that tive: but alittle time, muft- be 
fill planting, watering and defending: them. 
'§ 5.-Among the Anrient Sages of the. 
World, the Greeks and Romans, -and much 
mote among the J/raelites, the care of pox 
ftericy, and publick welfare, was the great 
thing which differenced the vietuons and: 
laudable, from thofe of a bafe, (elfith, fen— 
fal difpofition. He was the bravelt Ci- 
tizen of Rome, that did moft love, and heft 
ferve his,,Country: And ‘he -was the Saine 
aimong the. Jews, who moft loved Sioys, 
and the Security and Sacceffion of its ho- 
ly and peaceable pofterity. And the Chri- 
ftian Faith,,and Hope, and Intereft, doch! . 
lead.us herein to a much higher pitch, and” 
to a greatef zeal for publick good, in fole: 
Jowing bim that whipt out prophanere 
- from the Temple ; even.a-zeal of Gog’ | 
Honfe, which eateth us up: It teacher vs. 


be the Crofs ee to.deny abr. 
avers 


£17] | 
4. felves, and to think nothing too-dear to 
1 part with, to edifie the Church of God; | 
' Ror sny labour: or fuffeting ‘tao great for 
bh Commos good. ke reacheth us to pray for 
u She Hallowing of God's Nate, the Coming . 
H ef bis Kingdom , and the doing of his Wik 
i on Earth, as it ss done sn Heaven, before our 
yu duly Bread, and any other perfonal Intereft 
ii Of our own, Therefore thé Families. of 
y Ghriftians fhogld be as fo many Schools, or 
i Gdrurches,to train up a fucceffion of perfons 
y meet for the great ‘communicative works 
| whieh God calleth all Believers to, in their 
» feveral meafores : It is eminently Teachers, 
a but it is alfo al others in their feveral ranks, 
i Who maft be the Salt of the Earth, andthe 
7 — of the World, And indeed the Spirit 
| Of Holine/s is fs eminently the Spirit of 
i Love to God and Man, that it inclineth e- 
1 Very fanctified perfon to a Communicative 
1, Zeal, tg make others wile, and good, and 
y happy." | | 
+ -§ 6. And God .in great mercy hath. 
) planted. yet more ‘deeply and fixedly, the 
( Natural Love of Parents to their Children, - 
|. that ic might bein them a fpring ofall this: 
, duty; fo that though fiefhly vice may 
; make men miftake their Childrens good, 
y as Moft ungodly men do their own, and. 
: think that it confifteth in that which it 
| C 7 doth 


: 
| 


doth hot’; yet ftitl: tte‘ generat defire of 
their Childrens weil fare, as well ae of 
‘their dwn, is deeply rooted; and will work 
for their well-fate;: as foon as they well 
know wherein itdorh coafit.And God haeh 
not given them chit “Rowe only “forthe 
good of the individual Chitdten; bot much 
more for thé Commbn- Wealth, andOkurch, 
that as many fricks make oe fire, and ma 
ny éxercifed Souldiers‘ohé Army; fo ma- 
ny well educated Childe, may make ap 
one peaceable and holy Society. = °°. 
—§ 7. And: accordingty: ie is much to ‘be 
obferved, that God ‘hath not givén Chil- 
dren a natural Love and fubmiffiveness co 
Parents, only for the perfonal benefit of 
their provifion, and other helps; but ef 
pecially. chat: hereby they may be-teacha~ 
- bit and obédient co thoft Inftructions of © 
‘their Parents, by which they may become 
Bleffings in their Génerations, and nofay 
-conjunétly make up wife and holy Socie- 
tits,‘ Families, Churches, and Common- 
wealtlis. For chefe ends ie is, that God’ 
hath bound ‘yon ,as to reverence your Ma- 
ftets, Tutors and Paftors, fo efpecially both 
to reverence and love your Parents, thac 
you miay be the more capable of their ne- 
_ eeffary Inftraction and-Advice. | aan 
§ 8 Yea, the great ftrictnefs of God, in’ 
a , 7 con 
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condemning Polygamy, Adultery and For- 
‘nication, feemeth to be efpecially for the 
fecuring of the goodEducation of Children, 
— sfor their Souls, and.for. the publick good: 


For it is notorious, that.confufion inMar- 


riages.and Generation, would many ways 
fead to the.depraving of humane Edacatj-_ 


On; while. Mothers.had not the neceffary 


| Rcouragement to perform their pare: The 
| , younger.Women would be a while eftéem- 
ged, and afterward ‘be caft off, and made 
moft miferable, aad Families belike wan- 
drieg beggars, or like expofed Orphans ; 
Diforder , and Gonfufion would deprive 
Children Of much af their neceflary belps, - 
and Barbatoafaels and bruitifhnefs, corrupt 
Mankind. 
By all chis j it: is. ‘moft evident, that éhe: 
great means of the:wellfare of the World, 
mut be.the faithful and holy endeavours 
gf Parests ,. and the willing teachablenefs . 
‘and obedience of Children, that they may 
-efcape the {heres of folly and fiefhly Lofts, 
and .may betimes get that Wifdom and 
love-of.Gocdnefs, which may make chen’ 
= tobe bleflings fo the vi aatiale where aril 
We, 


'@ 2 ; 4 . A ‘ 


[20] 


oo CHAR IW 7: 


How rhe Gale flandeth with our Tuas ah 
| Matter of Fatt. 


§ 1. rHrooet the great wick of God; 
| many Families are facred Nurfe= 
ries for Church and Kingdom ; and. many 
Perents have great comfort in the Grace. 
of God appearing in their Children. From 
their early Childhood many are of humble, 
obedient Difpofitions, and have a love to 
Knowledge, and a love to the word of 
. God, and to thofe that are good and ‘vir 
ruous perfons. They have inward convicti~ 
ons of the evil of Sin, and a fear of finming, 
and a great diflike of wicked perfons, and 
a great Love and ‘reverend Obedience ‘to 
their Parents,and when they grow up,they 
diligently learn in private,-and in publick « 
They: itncreafe in their love to the Scri 
tures and good Books, and to Godly aa 
ers, and godly Company, and God faveth 
them-from temptations, and worldly de- 
ceits, and flefhly Lufts, and they ‘live to 
God, and are bleffings to the Land, the 
joy of their Friends, and. exemplary and 
ofeful tothofe whom they converfe with. 
§ 2. Bat all, even religious Parents have 
‘net 


| ary 


“not the like bleffing ‘in their Children: 


x. Some of them, though religious other- 
wife, ave lamentably carelefs of the duty 
which they promifed to perform (at Bap- 


_ tifm) in the education of their Children, 


and do bus fuperficially and formally ia- 


- ftruct chem, and are too faulty. as to. che 


Example which they. fhould give-them, | 
and feemto think that God muft blefs 
them, becaufe they are theirs, aad becaufe | 
they are baptifed, while they negigc& their 
promifed Endeavours. . 2. And-fome Chil- 
dren.when they grow up,. and are bound 


‘to refift temptations ,. and to ufe Gods ap- 


pointed means for their.own good, dowil- . 
fully refift Gods Grace, and run into temp- 
tations, and neglect , and wretchedly be- — 
tray themfelves, and forfeit. the. mercies 
which they needed... ee 

- -§3.. In all my obfervation God . hath 
moft bleffed rhe Children of thofe Parents; 
who have educated them as. followeth: - 


1.. Thofe that have been particularlyfens 


fible. what they promifed for them in the 
Baptifmal Vow, and made Confcience.of — 
performing it. 2. Thofe thas bave had 
more care of their Souls chan of their out- 
ward..Wealth., 3.. Thofe thar have: been° 
moft careful ‘to teach them the pravity of 
corrupted nature by original fin, and to 
oe | C3. humble . 
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humble thesh and teach thém the néed of 
a Saviour, and his renewing as well as 
rdoning Grace, and to tell them the 
work of the $pirit of Sanctification, and 
teach them above all co look to the ing 
ward ftate of their Souls... 4g. Thofe thar 
have. moeft fetioufly minded them of death, 
judgthent, and che Life tocome. 5. Thofé 
that have alway 5 {poken of God with the 
_ greateit reverence, affection and delighe. 
6. Ehofé thac have mott wifely laboured 
to make all the. knowledge and practice 
of Religion pleafant unto them, by.thé - 
fuitablenefs of Dogtrines and, Duties ro 
their capacity... 7. Thofe that haye moft 
difgraced fin to them, efpecially bafe and 
Alethly pleafares, 8. Thole that have kepe 
them from the baits of fepfuality, not gra- 

tifying their appetites in meats and drink, 

to btidg them to an pnroly habit; bur wied 
them. ta a habjt of temperance, and neg- 
let of appttite. 9. Thofe chat have moft 
di@rated worldlinefs ‘and Pride to them , 
and ufed them to‘low- things in Apparel 
- and Poffeffion, and told them how the 
proud are hateful to God, and fer before 
them the example of a crucified Chrift,and 
: _sopetes to them the Doctrine of Mortifice- 
tion, and felf-denial, and the great neceffi- 
ty a true humility. x0. Thefe that have . 
been, 
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leant moft watchful to know their. Chit. 


- drens particular inclinations and, cempeati- 


ona, .and apply anfwerable remedies, and 
mot carelefly leaye them to themfelves, 
aa Thofe that bave:been moft.carefultq — 
keep. them from ill, Company, .efpecially, — 
C1.) Of wicked Youths, of their own 
graurh.and neighhourhood, (2.) And of 
tempting. Women, m2. “Thofe chat have 
teft wilely ufed thgm-to the meeteft pub, 
ick Teachers, and befp them to remem, 

5, and anderitand. what they-hear, efpe- 
cially. dié fundamencal cruths in the Cate- 


. ghifap..i3.. Thofe that, have moft witely 


engaged them inro she.familiarisy and fre- 
quent converfe of forag {nitable, godly,.exr 
emplary Gompanions, +4, Thofe,that have 


—moftcon(cionably {pent jthe,Lords days ia 


piiblick and in their. families. x5. .Thofe — 
that; have done al] thig,-as with reverend 

wity, & efpecially swith tender, eadear- 
ing Lave to, th¢ie Gbhildren, canvincing 
them, :thac it wall. done for. sheir own 


goods Med chardo not by.imprudene weak, 


pefles, ignorance; palfioes, or fcandal, fru- 
ftrate their, own, Kndeevours, 16. Thofe — 
that ufe not theie- Children as meer pati- 
ents, only to hear whee their Parents fay; 
but ingage them ca:¢onftane Endeavours 
‘oficheir own, for their.awn good, efpeci- 
Cee eae C 4 | ally 


Lagt 


 ally-in the reading of Scriptare, and she 


bd 


moft'-fuitable Books, ard” medicating on: 
them, and-daily: perfonalPrayer to God, .. 
17. Lakh}; Thofe: that pray moft heartily 
and -befievingly fer-Gode Grace:and his 


" Bleffing: on their endeavears: Such mens 
Children are-ufually' ‘Dbiefféd. © 0 (ig: 


§ 4. Bae it is ho wonder, where: ferok 
means are neglected, mich: oORE: when... 
Pirénts are ungodly: flethly, worldly pes : 
fons, ind ‘perhaps.Enemi¢s to aholy life, 
ifthe Children of fuch aré ignoraac, dela. 
ded ,ungodty, and-drown'd-in flethly Lites. - 
And, ‘alas! “it is thé miuldirude of facky: 4nd - 
thelr fad. conditions;“wBich i is the oecafion | 
of my ~veiting thie Bgitl! Gi 0 ena laa 

€ 9 az We Re, toour grief; thatmes 
ny Children are of ftupid and unteaehabte 
difpofition , -and almoft. ancapable-of: In: 
ftruction,© alto yetcan as quickly learn:to. 
talk of comnion matters,-as othér.petfons; - 


. and ean as’ eafily learn 4 Trade,’ or hows. - 


do any: ordinary - bufinefa. --Ard': though. 
fome ificanfiderate perfons overtook ihe 
cavfality-of che more immediate Patents - 
firis,- in-fach judgments on their-Children, | 
as if-tewvere only dam's Sia thac bore-- 
them; ‘I have elféwhére proved, that this. | 
jstheir gteat and dangerous miftake. “As 
Pavid $ Child oe for the Fathers fin, the 

| eae 
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y Chitd sent of ‘Gtuttoris, ‘Dmiikestis, Fornicns; 
1 toNS, ofc contract fach -bodiy-diftemperss 
1 as greatly whd to ftapifie prfutthe rw ipiatic: 
jy tine mintd. And their Souls: may khene, fad ad- 
a ditions to the coramon tnunanc spraviey,..:' 


.- 2: Accotdingty:. man: Ghildren: dave: 


_Msore. violent paflions; andscarnal defirtg, 


, chan.ochers,) which -renbesr igro wigked: 


wars impetuooily, as if they were almeft 
betits vhat-bad 00 reafonor power torefift: 


‘And.all wérds-and corrections ase -td.theny 


Of little force, burithey-are dsublocks,tbet 
when yot have faid and done what you canj 
go awaly-as if they: had:nor: htard you. - 
*@.-And fameé:hareccrofs and: exdoked na~ 
ores, addicted co that whithcis neught,and 
the more, by how much the more youdq 


‘concradiét the int: kroward .and-obitinate, © 
_ asafic wertia defirable Victary.to them, 
- eovovercome: their Patents; and e(cape all 


that woold:make ehem: aaderand good? 

Dogyeds: four, peoud,: Selisgamed, and Ot 

terly: difobedttebras 0. yi | : 
ge Ate ‘too. maty have~ mea En 


. inity ‘and :-averdoefs co all: chadds baly,(@e - 


ritual and -heavenly; chassthey are: weary. 


— to hearsyéu.talk. of-ic,.anth you. perfuade | 


them to léarn,oto read, tQ’ pray, £0 men. 
ditdte , <or.copfider:, asc you: perfuade.s | 
fick. man tg the mat which be.doth loath, - 

agile \ or 
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ofa méntodewellevich thofe that he hareth, 


They have Ro appetite to fuch.things ; 


pleafare inithemg ~ when. you have {aid all 


of God, ated! Chrift,, and Glory, they be: 
lieve it-nar> corthey fayour.it net: They 
arechings aboive their reach and: dove, yea, 
things Againftxheir carnal:minds: You tire 
them wore than'if, you ralk’d ina ftrange 
Language x chem; fach ienosity is in the 
héart’of gorrupred man. co Gad and: Hea, 
¥en, till che-Geace. of the great Reconciler 
Overcome it by a new pik and. Light and 
Love. . ou: 

5. ‘And: seften. cae. is added. to. all 
thele vicious difpofitions; alas, whar flaves 
dnc ab ae luceeeiael doth ir:make them! 
For inftance; 

aay Soine are fswornipeed vith the Love 
of fport, that:gaaesnz ot Stdgapleys; of one 
fach fooletyor anorhet , betomech fo: ‘plea. 
fant: to themy that. they can urderitand oe 
believe novhing-that is (ajd,:againf ic by 
God or man; their difeafed-Phaacafie hath 
* fe-conquenai-reafon, that: they ¢annot re- 


fttdin theifelves ;:'but in their-callings acd | 


— Weeligivas: Exertites they:ane:weary, and 
long co be‘ay their, {ports',. aad mutt be 


gone; neither God, nor Holinefs, nor the | 


_ Sous of Heaven are half fo: {weet ta: their 


| 


shontgice 2 shefeare; Fer they have that 


thark 


| 
| 


pf 
! 
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wiark of mifery, 3. Tim. 34. They ave loders 
of pleafurcs more than lovers:ofGod, +3 
_ The fame I fay of faful mirehy and thé 
company which doth cherift it,'Littledo 
they believe Sofomon, Ecclef, 9. 9, 3.4. Thw 
better to ca to the' Houfe’ of Monrning,' think 
togoto rhe Houfe of ‘FeafPing!’ ‘For that 13. 
the end of all mtn, arid the living will lay 
ro las heats, Sorrow it better thhn Lakgbrer ¢ 
For by the fadie® of the Conitenance thd 
Heart is made berrer: The Heart of the wifé 
18 in the Moufe of Mournins, box the Heart 
of fools ss iwrhe Honfe of Afirth. It is betrev 
fo hear the rebuke of the wift, than ‘for aman 


¢ 70 hear the Song of fools: For as'thé cracks 
| 


eee OTe ae rT Be at 7 


ling of Thbrus gnder « Pot, So is the Laiighter 
ha als he gts 4 


| of Fools. 


It’s true, that Mirth is Verydefirablé to 
‘nature: * And: God is: not againft it, bur 
much more for it thas finnets will believe i 
Bot it is a rational Mirch whith peltemeth 
wrational Creature; and {uth as he car 
ponific, aid as will maké him berter, and 
ends to felicity, and everlaRting mirth; 
and not the canfelets mirthof mad mei: 
chat fer their hontt on fire; anit then lang 


and fing over je, nor ike the mirth ofa | 


drunken tan; whofe fhame expofth him 
fo: pitty or derifion, nor bas mirth as 
fesdeth a sigh from God't6 fin, and keeps 


[28}  . 
eth him from the way of man-like and ¢ ¢- 
-verlafting joy, and prepaceth for the great. 
eft forrows, | 
2. There are fome fo enflaved to their 
Appetites, that their Reafon hath no powef# 
torule thems: but like bruits chey muft 
beeds have what the Belly and Throat de- 
fire: And-if they be the Children of the 
Rich, who have always fu/l‘and pleafang 
| food, conftant fiefh-pleafing, and true Glut. 
cony, is taken for no fin; and like Swine; 
they do but Liveso eat whereas they fhould. 
but eat tolive, and chearfully ferve God., 
‘But it’s never fo dangerous as when ic. 
turneth to the love of drinks Then the’ 
pleafing of che Throat, & the pleafing of the. 
Brain by mirth going together, do fo much, 
corrapt the appetite and fantafie,thar their. 
thoughts. run.after it, and reafon hath no 
power to fhut their Mouths, nor keep them, 
from-cthe Houfe of Sin. Some fin againft an” 
acenfing Confcience, and under their con- 
victions and ‘Terrors do drink on, which’ 
yet they could forbear, if they knew there 
were Poifon in the Cup. Some are more. 
miferable, and have finned chemfelves into 
fearedne(s of Gonfcience, and paft feeling, . 
and perhaps. into infideliry, and a blinded 
mind, perfyading them that there is no 
grear harm of danger in the Sin, ‘and that 
it 


| 


| 


| 
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it is but fome precife people-that make fo 
| great a matter-of it: And fome that have 
' purpefes to forfake the fin, when appetite 
ftirs forget it all; and when Company en- — 
* ticeth, and when they fee the Cup, they 
' have tio power. to forbear; O whata pitti- 
' ful fight it is, to fee men in the flower of 
’ Youth and Strength,when they fhould moft 
rejoyce in God and Holinefs, to be ftill 
" thirfty after a forbidden pleafure, and haft- 
ing to the Tavern or Alchoufe, as a Bird 
* to the fnare of the Fowler, and fweetly and 
greedily fwallawing the poifonous Cup . 
4 which God forbiddeth! And that falfeRe- - 
" pentance which Confcience and Experience 
t force them to fometimes, is forgotten.the — 


Yea, the Throat-madnef, and the merry and 
Bellj-Devils are within them a continual 
temptation, which the miferable flaves 
cannot refift. oe 
3. And thefe beaftly, flefhly fins, do u-. 
fually make them weary of their callings, | 
and of any honeft labour: TheDevil hath by 
this time got poffeffion of their thoughts, . 
- by the byafs of Delight and finfa) Luft; and. 
- they are chinking of Meat, or Drink, or . 
Play,or merry Company, when they fhould . 
be diligently at work: And fo Idlenefs be-.- 
comes the ourfery of Temptation, and — : 


> ee.) ae 
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* next day when the temptation is renewed:. 
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all their.other vice, as well ag a conftang 
fin of Omiffion, and lafs of hafty precious 
time. And cuftom increafech rhe habits,and 
. Inakerth them good for norhing, and like 
dead men to all chat life ig given them fory 
and only alive ro prepare by fin for endlefs 
mifery. ; Fes A \ vt : ‘ i. 34 
_ g» And ofvally Pride allo takes its part; 
to make the fin of Sadows ip them conte 
plear, Exek, 46. 49. Pride, Fulnel, and Idle, 
nef. They that muft, be in their jovial 
Company, muft not feem defpicable among 
them, buc muft be in the mode and fafhi 
op, what ever it coft. When they make 
 themfelves odious in the fight of God; and 

the pitty ofall.wife men, and a terror to 
themfelves, yet they muft be fome body 
to their fortifh Companions, efpecially of 
the Female Sex; Left the Iniage of the 
Devil, and his victory over them fhould 


not be perfect, if Pride were left ont, how | 


unreafonable foevers, 2 i | 
5. And by this time they have’ .(afually 

here amongft the rich and idle,) a. further 

ftep rowardsHell to go,and yet a deepGulf 


to fall into;. Ale/oly Luft next entanglerh — 


! 


| 


them in smmodeft Converfe with Women, | 
and thence.ioto filthy Forascation. The Der | 


til will feldom: Jofe a.Sou). for want ofa 
temptation: Either he wil ,provide them 


one 


we . 


| 


) 


| 


‘Cyril. 


| one abroad arheng their lewd Companions, 


| 


| 


erat home fome Daughter. or. fervant of 
the Houle, where they can-oft get. oppor: 

tunicy, firft-for uncivil-fights aad touchey — 
and thet: for. actual’ Fornication. And. if 
they have done it once, they are ufually 
like the Bird that’s faft inthe Lime-twigs< 
Confcience may ftrugegle, bug Luk. holds 
them faft, aad the Devil faith, Jf once may 


bs pardoned, why not twice, and sf twice, why 


wer thrice; abd fo they go on. asan Ox tothe 
Stangheer, and.« foolto the correition of the 


Stocks, and know-net that it is for.thesr lives, 


Prov. 7. 21, 22,23. Tell they mourn.at laft 
(perhaps) when Fle/h and Body are. confumed, 

and fay, Fow have I hated Infiruttwn, and — 
wsy heart Acfpsled veproof, and have wor obeys 
ed the usice sf my Teachers, nov.inclined my — 
Ears to then that snfiratted me? I was.al- 
moft in allevil, &e, Pro. §.. 12,33,14. And 
it’s well forthe wretches if shisRepentance 
be crue and in time, that though rhe-Fleth 
be deftroyed,; the Spirit may be faved : For 
Selemon faich, Prev. 2. 18,19. Her houfe en- 
clincth to death, and ber paths tothe dead; 
None that go.wntaher vetarn again, nesther 
rake they bela of the paths of Lsfe. God, I 
doubt nor, recoverethdome, but ‘the cafeis 
dangerous : Forthoagh Age dnd. Sicknefs — 

cute Luft, ofually before thac:the Gonfce _ 

‘ | ence 
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ence is feared and debauched, afd ey be- 
ing pajt feeling work Unclennnef with grees 
dinef, and forfaking God are fo wore ken 
by him, that-all other Sin, Senfuality, and 
aay againft a holy life prevaileth againt 
them, and the unclean Devil lets.in many 
more. Moft debauched Drunkards, Glut. 
ed and Fornicators are fo enflaved to Sa- 

, that chey think, fay, and do what he 
would have them, and become the Ene. 
_ mies and Perfecutors of thofe that are a. 


gainft their‘fin, and the blinded Sodomites. 
go on to grope for the door of Lot,.as one» 


that reproveth them, till the’ Flames of 
Juftice ftop the rage. 

6, And when all thefe fins have enflaved 
. fenfual Youths, they muft have Money to 
maintain them; and if they have it not of 
their own, and ‘be. not the Sons of greae 
men, that will maintainthém in the fervice 
' of the Fleth, they muft fteal to get it,which 
ufually is either by thievith borrowing 
when they cannot pay, or by robbing their 
Parents or Mafters. If all the Mafters in 
London knew what Thieves their Appren-. 
tices vices are, for their own fakes they 


would take -greater care to watch over. 


them, and keep them from ill company, 
~ Drunkennefs and Plays, and would teach 
themt to feek pleafure in good Books, good» 


Sonny | 


, fae! & ze ante 

f Company, ‘and. fervipg God; Thad hoe 

! known it-my'felf, ifthe Confefions and Re- 

i flitution of many peniteat Converts had not 

‘ riafle nie know it. L.thank. God: that he re- 

“ covereth any, yéa;, fo-many ; but I-muft 

4 cell foolifh Youth, that-Kepentance itfelf, 

' efpecially when it muft have Reftitutian, fs 
fo bitter, that they, would prevene that 
need of ic, if they had but the ufe ofrea- 

‘ fon and: forefight; ©; what heart-tearing 

' Confeffions, and ‘fad Lerters have I had 

' frofm many young Apprentices ih thisCiry!)) =: 

'Magh.adoe fo efcape, utter defpair ‘they 

-had,-when Confcience, was awakendd tore: : : 

member all their finand danger! And when 
they knew that they-muft,reftore, if poffi-. 
ble,. all that ever they:deceived-or robbed: 
their Mafters or any others.of; O:what. . 
difficalties hath ir put them-to, both:as to. 
the fhame of Confefhior, ang the, adtual Res 

ftitution! Some have,notMipary'; andto- 
go aiid confefs the finand debp, and ptomife 

to pay it if ever they,are.able, feemeth 

hard, but muft be done. Some dave ropgh | 

Mafters-that will difgrace them when they : 

confefs it: Some have ..Pagents:that:patd —- 

déar’ to: fer. them. Apprentices; and -~woald | 
go near to caft them off if they knew their’ 
cafe. Some _tnarry after, and it will grieve 
their Wiyesto know what they have — 
— . Dp and: 
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and how much they muft reftore. Wifdom 
might have prevented this; but if the 
Thora be get into the Confcience, it muft 
come ous; and if the poifon be fwallowed, _ 
ic muft:come up, what gripes foever the © 


” 


uftice ‘of the! '* 


fire, nor jeafting with the ‘OF the’ '.” 
_moft Holy God. : Orie’ penitent review'of 
flethly ‘Luft, and finfal’ pleafure,' ‘and falf. ‘ 
hood, and deceit, (Hotigh wholfom if true’ * 
and- timely) will turn: ir’all into Galt and’ * + 
Wormwood: .For the’end of finful mirth ~- 
is forrow.' yes ie aE Ott of : ee | Aan 
7 And:too many there be that efcape the 
grofs and difgraceful part of the forefdid’ ~ 
fenfualivy and unrighteoifffiels, that'ydr do* ” 
-but-choofe another: Idol and fer them- 
felves.' wholly torte id the: World, and _ 
Riches, -Preferment, and’ Honour have.al- 
moft all:their’ hearts and tare: That, have * 
no delight in God and-holinefs; nor: doth 
the ftate of their Souls, or the thought of _ 
their everlafting ftdte, affect them in any — 
meafure, according'to its unfpeakable — 
weight;.sor {0 much-as thefe fhadows 
which they purfiie. And when great Tra- 
vellers, that have feén much of the world, | 
and old mien, and dying men, that have had ~ 
all chat it ean do, are forced by expériéace | 
to cal all Vanity and Vexation, unexperi- 
re, wy MP eae ae oY ee enced . 
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enced Youth, that are raken..up with the. 


hopes of long profperity, and provifion for 


all that the Flefh deffreth, have other 
thoughts of ir, and will not know that it 


is deceitful. Vanity, sill ic. hath deceived - 


them of their chiefeft Hope and Treafure, 


And-when they have overtaken.the Shae 


dow. which they, purfue-fo greedily, they. 


find it what others have done before them, . 


Oo te 


the fweerer the, more dangeroua, -and the | 


parting will be the more bitter; Whereas: - 
ad they fought, firft Gods, Kingdam: and- 
"its Righteouthefs,, and fix days laboured in. 
obedience.to.God, -and refeered all corpoy. 
ral Bleffiags to fpirigual, ules, and everlaft-. 


wd 


a te 


ad 


ing ends, caking them.as from God teferve . 


him by them, ‘they might have had ev 
an overplus ta ,their fatisfying 


nough as 


5 


. in J 5 , 
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How fad: a Cafe st is that I bave'dtferibed. 
bined ae te a ee eg pee TF. 


F Have told you ‘the very lathentable 
: cafe of too mahy young men, efpeci- 
ally rich’ mens - Sofis, ‘and ‘ pa anteae in 
of, what con- — 
cern the ftate of Youth is to themfelves' - 


this Ciry:: -I told you befote 


and others.” From thence ‘(and alas from. 
fad experience) it’s éafy to gather the dolé-. 


. . falnefs of the cafe of thofe chat aredfown- 
ed-in-fiefhly Luft, dnd have finned them-’ 
felves into the guile and’ danger which'T 
have detcribed. ° Bur I will fame fome - 
pacts of the ‘mifery more: particularly a- , 


gain. 


think what a doleful cafe this is to your 


_ Selves. | 
-¥, Do you not know that you are not - 


- Bealts but Men? that have reafon‘given 
them to know, and love, and ferve their 
Maker? And how fad is it to fee a man 


forget alf this, and wilfully brutify him-« 


felf.’. Were the Poets &tions true of men 
turned into Trees, and Birds, and Beafts, 
| . how 


i 


§ 1. Review the fecond Chapter, and) . 


a Pa - 


tek: 


7 how fwnall were the mifery | in. comparifon 
of yours. It is no fin jn Bruits to luft, or to 
‘eat and-drink too much. They have-not 
reafon, to reftrain and rule them ;. but Jeft 
zhey fhould.kill them(elves by excels, God 

th‘ madé.reafonable man their. Governor, 
‘and moderateth their Appetite in the tem- 
per of their natures: But for areafonable - 
Creature to fubject himfelf to flethly Ap- 
petite, and wilfully degrade his Soul to 
the rank of Bruits, is worfe than if he had . 
been made with the Body and the unrea- 
fonablenefs of Bruits. ‘Are you capable of 
no becter things thanthefe? 

§ 2, And what an odious thing is it, ! 
when God hath chofen you out of the 
World to be members of his vifible Church, 


and given you the great, priviledge of ear- 
- Jy Entrance into .his holy. Covenant, and 


wafht you in the laver of vifible Regene- 
ration, and you. are vowed to Chrift, re- _ 
nouncing the Lufts of the Fleth,the World 
and the Devil, thac you might follow a 
Cracified Chrift. in the way of holinefS to 
everlafting Life, that you fhould fo foon 
prove falfe, perfidious Traitors and Rebels. 
againft him thac is your only hope, and by-’ 
wickednefs and Covenant breaking, make 
your fin greater than that ef Infidels, Turks, | 
and Heathens, that never were taken into 

D 3 the 
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the Church and Covenant of Chrift, hor 
ever ‘broke’ the ‘Vows which you have 


_ broken, nor fo caft away the mercys which 


-youhad received: * 


". § 3. And what a doleful cafe isit, that 


fo much of ‘your Minds, ‘and Love, and 
‘Delighe, which were all made for God , 
fhould be fo mifimployed, ‘even in your 


| ‘firength when they. thould be’ moft'vigo. 


roas?: and all worfe than caft away on filth 
‘and folly ?'If your Soils be more ‘worth 
than:your Money, it.is more folly atid lofs 


to mifimploy-aod abufe your Soufs, your | 
Reafen;, Love, and yourDelighr, than to - 


abufe or caft away your Money. © And 
what 4 Traitor or Murderer defervech, 


that would give bis Money to hire one to 


Rill the’King, ‘or his Neighbour, I fuppofe 
you Know; and what defervech he chat 
will ufé not only his mony, but himfelf, his 
foul, his. thoughts, his love, his defire and 
pleafure againft che moft glorious God that 
made him. That you ‘cannot hurt him is 


. fo thanks to ‘you; while you break his — 


Kaws, and deny ‘him your‘ Love and Du- 
ty,: and love more ‘that one thing which 


only he hateth,' and will never be recon- 


ciledto. — ‘“ 
“'§ 4. And how doleful a cafe is it, that 
all the Care, and Love, and Labour of your 


i 
‘aa 


Parents, 


L390) a ae oe ° 
"Parents, Mafters, and. Teachers fhould be 
. Joft upon you ? .God: hath made allthis 
_ their great Doty for your good; and-will 
you defpife God and.them, and: wilfully 
- for nothing reject ic allz Shall all che pain - 
_ of a Child-béaring Mother, and all-her | 
” trouble ‘and Jabour to breed you up, and all. 
,. your Parents care to. provide for you, be 
”. but ¢o breed up a flave for the Flefh, the 
"World, and the Devil, anda firebrand for 
» Hell? Shall godly Parents Prayers for you, 
and Teaching,and Counfel of you, and all 
their defire and care for your Salvation, be 
_defpifed by you, and all fongorten and caft 
away for a fwinifh Luft2 
| 5.. And how doleful a cafe is it, that 
fa uch of fo thort.a Life fhould be loft, — 
_ anda thoufand times worfe than loft ; even _ 
‘turned into. fin,. ro’ prepare for mifery, 
-when alas the longeft :Life is little enough © 
for our important: work, and quickly gone, 
_and the Reckoning and Judge arehardac 
hand? All che Wealth, Wit or Power ‘in 
the World, cannot bring orboy you back — - 
one hour of all that precious time, which 
you now fo bafely caft away.-O how glad 
would you be of a little of it ere long, on 
the rearms that now you have it, when 
you lie dying:, and. perceive that your 
- fouls are unready to appear before a righte. 
D4 ous 
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pus God! Then O for one year more of 
» preciogs tithe ! OC that you krew how to 
calf again the tine which you caft away 
on fin! -You will chen perceive with a ter- 
rified, Gonfcience , that time was not fo 
lictle worth as you once thought it, nor 
given you for fo bafe a work ; yea, if God’ 
in mercy-bring you hereafter to true Con-- 
verfion , O how it will wound your héarts, 
to think how much of your Youth was fo 
inadly caft away, while your God, your | 
- Souls, and everlafting hopes, were all neg-" 
jetted and-defpifedt = 
§ 6.-And alas; if.you thould be cut off” 
in that unholy, miferable Eftate, no heare 
on earth can fufficiently bewwail your cafe! 
How many thoufand'die young, that pro- 
mifed themfelves longer plea{ure in fin, and 
Repentarice after it? O foolith finners! 
* Cannot you fo long borrow the ufe of your. 
reafan, as to think {erioufly.whither you 
muft go next? Do-you never think when 
the fmall Pox or a Feaver hath ‘taken a- ; 
| 
| 


| Way one of your Companions, whither it is 

_ that his Soul is gone 2’ Have you your Wit 
for nothing: but to tafte ‘the fweetnels of 
Drink or Luft, which is as pleafant toa 
Dog or Swine as to you? O little do 
you know what itis to die! what it is for 

3 Soul to leave the Body, and enter inta 


Gar] © 
an endlefs. World! ‘To come.to judgment _ 
_ for all’ his ‘fins, and allhis ill fpent days 
and hours, and for, choofipg the pleafures 
| of a Swine betore Heaven, and the: plea- 


fares of a Saint. ° Little know you what 


' itis for Devils prefently so. take away to 
' Hell a-wretched Soul which. chey- have 
- long deceived, I tell you the thought of 
| appearing before God, and Chrift,.and An- 
- gels in another World,. and. entring on an 
! ‘endle(s ftate, is fo dreadful, eyen-to many 
; that have fpenc their lives in holy sprepara- 
‘tion, and are indeed in a fafe. Condition, 

i that they hive qed ado: te overcome 
| theterror of Death. Even fome pf Gods 
| own faithful Servagts. are almof over- 
_ whelmed, when. they think of {0 great a 
| change: And though the belief of God’s 
| ‘Love and the heavenly Glory, do fupport _ 
them, and fhould make them. long ;to be 
with Chrift,..yer, alas, Faith is weak; and 

_ the Change is great beyond. our Compre- 


_ henfion, and therefore feared. O then > — 


in what a Cafe is a wjcked, unpardoned;un, 
prepared Wretch,: when his. guilty foul 
_ muft be torn from his Body, . and dragged 
in terror to hear its doom, and: fo to the | 
dreadful Execution? Sinners! Is this a. 
light. matter to you?. Doth it. NOt COfe 
-gernyou? Are you not here mortal? Do 
oo ; you 


_ CqezJ 7 
s‘you not now what Flefh is, and whae a 
« Grave is?' And‘are not your abufed Souls 
_ i smmortal? ‘Are’ you fo mad:as to forget 
- this ?..Or-‘fo bad as ‘not to believe ic 2 Will 
: your not bélieviag ic make void the Ju- 
“ftice and the Law of God, and fave you 
“from that’ Hell, which only believing 
-could have faved you ‘from? Will not the 
-fire burn you, or the Sea drown you, if 


‘you can but run into it drunk or winking? | 
“ds feeling, vemsedilefs feeling eafier than Se. , 


-tieving God in time? Alas! What fhoufd 
-your beli¢ving Friends do to fave you? 


{ 
t 
\ 


‘They fee by Faith whither. you are poft- | 


jing: They forefee your terror and un- 
-done cafe; and fain, if poffible, the 


i 
! 
i 


‘would prevent it: Buc they cannotdo je | 


without you. If you will not confent and 


help:your elves, it is nor the holyeft nor | 


- -wifeft Friénds:in thie World chat can help 


‘ 
| 


wou. ‘They would pull-you out of the fire — 


in ‘féar,and oat of the mouth of the roarin 
Lion, but you will not be delivered! They 
call and cry to you, O fear Gad, and tur; 
to hins while there 1 hope; ahd you wi 

_ not Jet Confcienceand Reafon be awaken- 
ed; but thofe that go afleep to Hell, will 
be paft fleeping there for ever, O run not 
snadly into the everlafting Fire. 


§7: And 


7) 
-_§7., And; indeed. your, Sleepy -feeurity 
apd prefumption doth make your cafe 


more dangerous in itfelf, asd more pisti-.. 
ful co all.chat koow it. Qwhata fight.isie 


to fee a man gomerry,and laughing te-  _ 


-wards damnation, and make a. jeaft of his | 
own undoing ? ,To fee him at, the. brink. of 
‘Hell, ‘and will not believe ir? Likea mad 
‘man . boafting of his, Wit, .or a druaken 
man of his. Sobriety: Or. as the Swinesis 
delighted when,the Butcher is thaviog his 
Throat to cut it: , Or,as, the fatted: Lambs 
are skipping sin the . pafture, that .to:mer- — 
row muft be kill’d and.easen: .Or.as the. 
Bird fits finging when the Gun is levelled 

to kill him: Or as the greedy Fith 
tons ftriving which fhall .catch the Bair, 
that muft prefently be fnagched out. of 


: her Element’, .and.lie dying on she Bank. 

, _ But pecaufe I touch’d much of this in . 
the fecond Chapter , I will pafs by :the 

: refit of your own Concerns, anda litsle — 
, further confider how fad the cafe of fuch 
| wretched Youths is alfo ynto others: 


| §8. And if Parents be wife and godly, 
and underftand {g¢h Childrens cafe, what . 
a grief muft ic needs be co their hearts, 
tothink that they haye begor and bred 
ie | up 


044] | 
upa Child for Sin and Hell, and canaot 
‘make birt willing to prevent it?To fee. their 
Counfel fet-ae‘nought ,' their Teaching 
-loft, cheir: Téars defpited, and: an obfti- 
nate. Lad feem wifer to himfelf than all his 
“Feachers, everi when he is {wallowing the 
Devil’s Bait, and cruelly murdering his 
sown Soul. {AhY thinks a believing Father 
‘and Mother, have I brought thee into the 
- -World for this? Hath all my tender, na: 
tural Love fo fad an iffue? Is this the fruit 
-:of all my forrows, my care, and kindnefé, 
‘to fed the Child of my Bowels, whom I 
‘dedicated in -Baptifin to Chrift, to make 
himfelf the Child of the Devil, ‘the Slave 
of the Fleth and World, . the Enemy of 
God and. Holinefs, and his own: deftroy- 
er? and ‘all this wilfully, obitinately 
‘and. againft all: the Counfel, and means 
that -F can ufe. Alas! mutt | breed up 
.a: Child to become. an ‘Enemy to: the 
Church of God, into which: he: was bap- 
tized? and a Souldier for Satan againft 
Chrift2 Muft. F breed up a Child for 
‘Hell, and fee him. miferable for‘ever? and 
" cannot perfuade him to be willing tobe | 
faved,] OQ what a heart breaking muft © 
this be to thofe, that Natare and Grace | 
_ have taught colove them, with tendernefs, 
even as themfelves | 
§9. Bur 


| C45]. 

- § 9. Burif they be wicked Parents, and.» 
as bad themfelves, the mitery is far greag-.- 
tr, though they yet feelir.not: For, ...; :> 


> 


«cts As the Thief on the Crt id fo i. 
Companion, 'Luk,,23.-40, 5a Thom art is». 
the fame Condemnation, and\ne. ige fs > 
3 for we receive. the due.. remard- of our» 
“deeds.. Wicked Parents, and wicked Chil, -. 


dren are in the fame Gall.of bittesnefs and :s 
‘Bond of Iniquity!.. They ‘finned together, ». 
ee ae 4 : EEN ae, cee ae 
‘and, they muft fuffer for ever together, ifs 
Jtué-Faith and Converfion.do not. prevent :> 
it’ 2 ‘ if s t A tL o., amet 

): 
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wilfully and ‘obftinately be the ruine of . 
“both? You would not have.done as the. ., 
i‘ mad Idolaters, that offered their Chil. .— 
a dren in firé to. ALoloch : And will you of- « . 

"Had a Serpent ftung them, or a Bear : 


¥ 


.. “Yon fhould have given him'the Exam. |i 


| - [46] a, 
“devoured them, they had done but ac 
“cording fo their Nature: But was it ria- 
' tural in you to futther their damnation ? 
“This was work’ too bloody for a Canné- | 
*¢ bal, ’too cruel for'an Enemy, ‘fitter for 
a Devil than’ & Fatheror’ Mother, As_ 
“your Child had from you his vicious na- 
“ture, it was your part to ‘hayé endea-. 
“voured his Sanctification and Recovery: | 
**You ‘fhould have‘ taughe hit betime to | 
*¢ know the corruption of ‘his nacre, dnd “| 
‘to feek and beg’ the Grace of Chrift; to 
* know his‘God, his duty, the evil of fin, _ 
“ the danger of temptations, and his ever. 
“lating hopes and fears: - You thould. 
“have taught him to know what man 
_ S*hath done'againft him(lf, by difobey- . 
“‘ing and depatting from his God » ahd | 
“what Jefis.Chrift hath-done for his Re- | 
** demption, ‘and ‘what he himfelf muft do | 
“to be faved: You thould have taught | 
*¢ him early how tolive, ‘and’how'to die’, | 
“and ‘what to feek, and what to fhun: , 


ian = ae * 


ie 


. 


© plé of a holy and heavenly mind and life : |. 

“You fhould ‘have watch’d over him’ for. 

his Gafery and unweariedly ‘inftracted ' J 

_ “him for his Salvation: Bat you led him jt 

‘*the way to defpife God's Word, ‘and fer} 

* Jight by Ghriff, and Holinels, ‘and Hea- ° 
<= ven, 


a 


far]. 7 
ven,.to hate Jnftruction.and Reproof, to to:- 


* fend. the Lords day In idiene& or- worlde-_ - 


ly vanity, and, to. fcek firft she World, - 


it and the profperity, ofthe: Body, and glut : 


: the Flefh with finful pleafure. Whae~- 


band quig if a Serpent breed a: Serpent, 
ec 


ad, quickly, teach him .to hifi and wee. - 
‘sand if Swine,teach their.-young to feed '- 
i on dung and wallow .in-the: mire? . This 
pi. art.of. the fruit of .your ‘worldlinels, 
efhlinefs, pngodlineG,, and. neglect. of - 


7 se awn Salvation and-your Childs,--. 
Now he j ig.48.you.are,.a flave-of fin, and - * 
"Can heiy of Hell :. .Was.thisie. that: you “ 


iy vowed, him-;.for: to God. in. Baptiim? 
: Was it to ferve. the Fleth, ithe World, : 
"and the, Devil, - againft our God,our Sas | 


' ‘viour, and our fandtifier?. Ordid the-mie- - 
© flake of ..the,. Liturgy..deceivey you; to > 
*e think thar: i¢ was not you, but ‘theGod-- a 
*¢ Fathers.,, shat. were bound by ‘Charge. - 
*¢ and Vow.to, bring him. up ‘in. the-Faith.:-- 
“< and Feag of God, and teach him-all char © 
““a Chriftian fhould know for his Soul’s ~. 
“* Healsh:; Wasic not you thatGod’bound 


“‘ to.all this?. The fin and mifery-of your 


** Child now: is, fo. far your curfe;as you _ 

** are guilty of it,and will.add to your mifes >.’ 
“‘ry for evet. J, Such: are the forrows ©” 

that .wicked, Parents and wicked Children - 


do 


{ 


\ 
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do. prepare: said heap on Ore: another? 
Sugh miferies : will’ comes: bat ‘woe'-td | 
thof¢ by whem. they. come, -it¢ had“bekn 
good for that. man they he bad never bert 
bor: 2 csi bn. . 


wee . 


4. 


. co, And it ‘is no finall nee ® faiths 
ful 


inifters, to fce their labott fo much 
loft,j.and to fee fo much evikamong their 
flocks,.-akd {uch fad Prognoftieks of worfe 
to come.. He ig no true Miniftet of Chrift: 
(as to his own: acceptance and Salvation) 
whofe. heartdsanot'{et, on the winning, and 
fancifying , and faving of Souls:, What 
-elfedo we ftndy for, preach for: five for, 
long for, fuffer: fo¥ in our W ork:?' All faiths 
ful Teachers can fay with Pasi, ‘thae’ they" 
are willing tafpend and be {pent for them, and - 
now spe live -if'; ye. fraud jap $n the ‘Lord; 
2 Cor. 32) 153: 4 Theft 3.85 “Herald them 
weeping of :thofe that. were: Encmsiesto the 
: Crofs of Chrift, whofe God was their Belly; 
who glory in:thgic foame, and mind earthly 
things, inflead of 2 Gonver [ation in'Henven; 
— Phil. 3. 18,19... Wher God: act bleffed 
us with the, coinfdrtable en joymentt of 
many. ancient, -haly::Chriftians,; Who are 
the beauty and honour of che. Affemblies: 
and Death calls: home. one of. them after. 
another to Chrift , and ‘che-reft ‘areready 
ae tg 


# 


ge SL ee See ee ofa, Ne ae ie = 


fag 
todepart: Alas! Maft a feed of Serpents. 


 Gome after them? Mult thofé take their | 


piéccs to our aid and-fhame, who. are 
red. up to the World apd Flefh, in Drur. 


oa 


Kenn&fs, Fornicatign, “and Enjnity to ‘God 
and aBoly Life’. O what a woful change - 


is this 


: ay 


> And ifany be fike 6 be the,ftain and 


Plague of thé Charch,, it is. (ucti ag thefe} 
If we preach holy cruch to them, Dok 
canfiot love iti If we tell them of Gods 


word, the flethly mind doth. aot favour it, 


nor canbe fubject tq .it.. Rom, 8. 5,6, 7. 


Af we reprove them Mtiarply ,. they {mare 


dnd-hate us: . If we call them to Codfefli- 


-ofiand Repentance, their Pride” dnd Car- 


td 


nalicy cannat bear it: If we excommtuni- 
cate.them ‘for Impeniténcy, as Cheift re- 
guireth , or buc, deny them the Sacta- 
ment a6 unmeéét, they,rage againft us as 
our fierceft Enemies : If we negléct, Dilci- 
Ee eo le a er oc ey es tome k eu 
pline, arid admit .Swire to the Commu- 
nion of. Saints, we’ harden and ‘deceive 
them, and flatcef theit io their fin, pol-_ 


Jute the Church, and, éndanger our Sauls 


By difplealing, te chief, Putor,” “What. 
bea thall we do with the felfmarther- 


4 


“ing, ungodly ment 


7 hem have fo much Reverence 
ofa Sacrament, or fo lictle regard of ic, 
ig hte 


Many of chem ha 


Ps 


ie i in 


[go] 


thar they never feek. it, bat ‘beep away 


| ‘shem(elves: Perhaps-they are afraid, Jek 
they eat. ue arin ber wef to them: 
_ felves, by che prophanarion of holy chin 
But do they Think. that i it, is be tone 
ost of the Church and. Coifinhinion, 0 
aints, becanfe ir’s dangerous to abule. ir? 
re Infidels fafe , becdute falté, heatsed 
Ghriltians petith 2 What if breaking: yo 
Vows and Covenant be damnable2 Is it 
fist fo to. be out of che Holy, Covenant 
What if God be a confaming ré to thofe 
that d draw: near hit. in uifepented l¢ingus 
fin? Is .it tierefbre wile or fafe td. avoid 
hin? , Neither thofe that conte not, to 
him, nor chofe, that come in theit hypo: 
crifie and reigning fin thal be faved.“ -, 
‘And yet what to do with chef felf-fur- 
penders we know ‘not?, Are they. {til 
‘Members ,of thre’ Churches or. aré they, 


nor? If they are, we are : bound focal 


7 them to Repentance ,_ for forfaking ‘the: 
Cammunion of Sains in Chrifts com marie; 
ed Ordinance ; ; if they are.nor, we thould: 


make ic known,that Chrittians and ne Ghirts: 


- dtians ,may fot be confounded, and, they, 
| them(elves may undérftand their. Cale, 
And neither of chef can they. endure: Bot. 
for dwelling in the Parith, and heating che: 
— 7 ad 


Schmgnss, auft Kill pats for. 
7 Church : 
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| “til 
Chtirch fitenibets,’ let: Diepfie ‘Mould 
Reb (perate aid tatcbes Tote ‘thei: This 
Whe Dittiptine ‘Witch ts tHoushe Wot: 
SHY che Hofour Ot Epifeopat Bignity and 
Reventues, sid’ 18 frppofed v0 hake the 
hurettof England the bef in-che world, | 
By the faite’ thet ‘that Wobld tage, ‘were 
Difcipling’ exePtv2a “Gi them; dnd niaft 
eicher'be adrittey Yo. the Sdetuthehé it 
d'Hfe of ‘Fothitécits © Dfutkentéts ; Str 
fudlity,” ‘and, Prophanenefs., ‘Wichogut’ anf 
open Contes,’ Reptnedite; and Réfor- 
fation "Gk FMe' mili} pats forChurck 
Menibers a a ‘eXerche oF Dit 
ine |” white’ tHe) “fio thé: Sacramentat 
stithinida Bf dhe Chureh,” ‘Such-wotk 


« 


Hoth witkedsete makeadtong'us, °° 
"43 i » r Pe . a f X se « 0] reece F set 


MQ XE Indédd thele até the med chat are 
fie" trouble. of, Families, the'trdtible of 
REN oaty “iid ‘tebuble‘éf ‘Pood Magi: 
rates, the Mtatie “of bid bine’, ‘and they 
great fahiger of che Land. © All di Foreign’ 
eines Whoth we'talk fo uct againtt and: 
fed? até not. CA hueetil whe dat érous to us 
au chetéy Theme that tpiing out BP Your wit 
bowels? The thar aré brett ip with cate, 
dad téndéenets, and ‘eof Uf your’ toutes = 
THEE tht hhould ficceed' godly ‘Ancestors 
iH iffent” dnd: well ‘dotig, antl be thet 
a Fok E 2 | glory: 
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plone Who: plot againft, us but home Bred 
ipners?, Who more hate the ‘good ‘and 
“pesfegure, fhem?: Who are more mafig- 

gant, Enemies of Godling&s, and {corners of 
a ae ea and hinderers, of the Word of 

atrons of Prophanenels,, and: 

Minteto, and. forte, thar gre, of che Ge 
tited f f Abd é gadopie as the aft- 
ern, hed gle 4 q uch of iad wehiera 
armunganc), it. ibe Y: rout own gagnal, 
‘agodls baler bey 


fe earn ot 


E is.once .4 ‘ lara S to Satan anid his 
. | 


seh » is. read 

arew i be: flive £0, be 
other,, He. that Is fale” fo his eat paat ‘Sa 
viour, after his Bapritigal ows, is tnlike 
to be trveto. his Copntry, ,or-his King, if 
he have but the’ bait ofa ftrong ‘tempta- 
tion: And he, that will. eae of bi -his 
God, .and. ‘Heaven fora Ws are, of tok. 
pleate his Appetite, “it ike will not ‘fick 
to betray (Charch, or fare, or his Géac- 


eft Friend,. for provilion, | to fatisfie thele | 
Lofts. Can you expe thar ‘he thould love | 


any pian, better than , hig nel? A Wicked, 
ficihly, _wotldly man 4s aol t for Satah.to 
fow ¢ ce: {eeds in, of ahy fore of actual fin, 
and is fuel dryed or. ‘tinder for thé farks 


gt Hell” to. kindle 3 in Will, he foffer much. | 


S, for God gy; ! his" ‘SpunETy >; Who will fell 


yo 


Heavea } 
i] 


tea ]- 
a 
Heéaven for nothing? Anevil Tree bring. 


- eth. forch evit Fruit. If he batt the héart 
of an Achan, a Gehazi, ati Achito ophel, Ao 


wonder if be’ hart their Actions and their: 
- Reward. If fie be ‘a’ Thief atid‘ bear the. 


Bag, no: wonder if Pada’ f fell his Maiter,” 


* 612. And thefe wretthes if they live, 
are like to be‘a Plague to‘ their own pofte- 
fity: Woe to the Woman that: hath fuch 
an Husband! And how: are ‘che “Children 
Fike to be bred, that have ficti a Father’? 
‘Doth not God: threaten punifhiment to the 
third.and fourth Generation of them that . 
hate him, and to. vific the’ iniquity of che | 
Fathers on the Children? Were not the | 
Children af the old World drowned, and “ 
thofe of Sadem and Gomorrah bu rned, and 
aAchans ftoned, & Dathans & Atirams (wale 
_dowed.up, and Gehazi's firuck with Lepro- 
‘fie, &e. for cheir Fathers fins? And the 
flmalekites Children all” deftroyed , and 
sehapoterity of the Infidel Jews forfaken, 
athe Curfe coming:.on them atid on their 
‘Childgen 2? And as their Children are like to 
{peed the worfe for fuch Parents fias, fo 
-are. fuch Parents Jike to be requited by 
ze their Children, As you: fhamed ; and grieve 
ie¢d.the hearts of your ‘Parents, fo may 
— Children do by you: And’ by chas 


x 
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time it’s Jike, if Grace goavert you not , 
though you hyve so hafred to your qwit 


fing, worldly Intereft-may. make you dif- 


like your Childrens. Theig Luft and Ap- 
petitedoth nottempt and deceive you, .a§ 
‘ your own did: Perhaps when they fhatne 
your Family, debauch themfelves with 
drink and Whores, . and ‘confume | the 


Eftates which you fold your Souls for, you~ 


may perecive that fe ee ie i sito 
fructivething; efpecially when-they: prea 
eced to. defpife and abate your pecfons alfa 


and tq defire your Death, and ‘be -aweary: 


better: wat finds, 2.0 
: ay va ie < oe. ‘ (ken 


_ ef. you; apner of laser: yoo {hall koow. 
a BOP) hie ee ae 


+ 
. bey va 
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Th jos | ea ‘and Refged goad Ca 


ilies) ta measleieae and ule’ oes 


- te Poe ewe OMe Re Nae Te a a A Pa Sate 


‘ge: ‘Rom what is ‘faid Chep. 2s ia. ‘2 

wil: b’s.eafie to gather, how. jopful 2° 
3 cae to tliem(elyex, and whara Bleffing to: 
‘Parents: and duhers it is,. when Children 
hetiaw arefober,: wile, : and godly, and 
7 obedienc, ‘The difference dath moft:appear 
avage, and wheg they.come to bring forth 


ta them(¢lves and others the fruits of heir 


‘difpofitions: And the end and life to come 


will thew the greateft difference ; But yet 
even here, and phat _— the waite 
is very great, | 


G2. L Asto ‘dewiblvdes How bleffed 
a frate i is it. be quickly delivered from 
the dapger of damnation, and Gods dif- 
pleafure, that they.need not lie dqwn and 


rife in fear, left they be in Hell whenever 


Death removeth. them fromthe Body? 


Can one too foon be out of fo aaa a 


ftare? Can one that is in a houfe on fire, 


ar falln into the Sea, make too much hafte 


ta be. delivered’, Ifa man deep ig, debt be 
Ea  - — veftlets 


soy 


- pefflefs till it be paid, and glad when ic is. ; 


difcharged; Ifa man in danger of ficknefs': 
ov a condemsing Seneénce .of the Judge; 
be glad when the fear of Death is.over3:: 
How glad fhould you be to be fafe from 
the great danger of Damnation? And ‘cill - 
you are fanctified by Grace, youare far. 
from Gafecy. ee te Seige a 
‘§ 3, And if a mans Sicknefs, Pain, or 
Diitraction be a ‘Calamity , the cure af: 
which brings eafe and joy ; ‘How ‘mach: 
“more ¢afe and joy may: it bring;*tobe ca-: 
ved from all the grievoys Maladies of 
yeigning fin? Sanctification will cure your’ 
‘minds of fpiritual blirdnefs and‘ madnefs, 
that {s, of damnable Ignorance, Unbelief, 
and Error: It will cure yeur affections: of 
“idelatrous, diftracting; © carmal« Loves *of 


the itch of flefhly Defires or Lufts; of the | 


feaver of revengefal paffions, and malig. 
‘nant-hatred to goodness and' good “amen; 
and of felf vexing envy and inalice againft 


others; of the greedy worm of Covetont- | 


nef4, and the dranken'défire of ambitibus 
‘and imperious “midds+\fe-will cure your 
Wills of, theirfléthly ferviendé and ‘biafs, 
and -of- that mortal Backwardnefs ‘to'God 


and holy 'things,! and that fliggith duloets — 


ind. lothnefs to: -choofe! and do what yon 


ref Lay 


» 7 goad 


_afe con¥inced-maft be dove: It witf make 


.  . ts). 
= ood things eafie and pleafant to you; {9 . 
c hhar-you will no more think you have need 
co keg mirth from the Devil, or fteal it 
from fin, as if God, Grace.and Glory had. 
mone for you: Bat is will be fo eafie tg- 
you, to love and find pleafure.in the Bible 
and good Books, ‘ia good Company and 
good Difcourfe, in fpiritual Meditations’ 
and thoughts, in holy Sermons, Prayers, | 
and Church Communion. and Sacraments, 
even in‘Ctirift., in God, and the fore- - 
thouglits of Heaven, that you will be for-.. 
ry and afhamed to: think that, ever you 
forfook fuch joys for flefhly pleafure, and 
deftled yourSouls with filthy and forbidden 
things. And is nor the itch of Luft better 
cored than fcratch’d? Is ‘not the feaverifh 


and dropfie thirft-after Drink, and Wealth, - 


and Honout, better cured than pleafed to 
the finners death?. And is not a lazy 
backwardnef& to Duty , better cured by 
fpiricual health, than pleafed with idlene(s 
and fleep? oo 0 ae 
. § 4. And certainly you cannot too foon 


’ attain the delights of Faith and Hope, and 


{ 
4 


: 


Love, of holy Knowledge and Communi- | 
‘on‘with God and Saints: You cannot too 
foon have the great blefling of Righteouf- 
nefs,.Peace, and Joy inthe Holy Ghoft; 
‘and. live night and.day-in peace of Confti- 
o ee ence 
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ence, ip ‘affargnce that all yoor. fing dre 

ardoned, and that you “are the adopted 
Sar of God, and Heirs of Heaven,. Lae 
by his Spirit, accepted: in your Prayers) 
welcome. to God ‘through | Chrift,” aut 
whea you die fhall be with’ him : ‘Can¥ap 
make too great hafte. from th¢ fll} abd 
filth of fio, and the danger of. teh, baad 
fo fafe and good aftate as this. 
—— '§ gs. Atd it will bea gredc comfart | 

you, thus to find at age andafe of realty’) 
that your bapti{mal Bleffings. ceafed nav. 
with your Infency, by your own reje dis: 
on; but that-you arg ‘now by your.owe 
| content in the Bond of God’s Covenagey. 
and have a right co all the bleffiagesof it, 
which the Sacrament: of Chtilts Body. ang 
Blood will ‘confirm ; as you had your Ey 
trance by your Parents confent and ac: 
_ cepted Dedication : ‘For the Covepant af’ 
Grace is gur certain Gharter for Grau : 
and Glory. | 5 ih ea 

§ 6. And is it nota joy £0 you £0 he 

your, Parents joy 2 To find chem loye'yéu — 
not only. ag their Children ,- but.as Gods?. : 
= maketh it (weer co:us tq pleale and: 

e beloved by thofe-whom we Ipve, Ifir 
‘be nag. your grief ta grieve yque Parents, . 
and your pleafure. to pleafe them, you 
Jove them hat, bet age vod. of narutal afk 
Ati. $7. And 
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= > 7. And.Q what a merey: will you fing. 
"> - when yon come to. age and bufinefs in 
Ire” World! 4... Thac you: come with 2 
Jear et ,,nat clogged, terrified, 
wack. thamed With he {lis OF your Youth, 
40nd phat you come hot urterly unfays 
rated with the knowledge, Righteonfnet 
amd .Vistye, whigh 1 faa mot make ofe of 
ify every condition all your, lives : when o. 
cheers ate likeLads,thac will go to the Uni- 
wgesfities before they cap fo‘ much as read 
asx. write, Tq live ina Family-of your ows, 
and ta trade aad convérfe in the World, 
 qapd {peqially to-go te Church, t¢ hear, to 
sy, Ca cqmmMupicate, in.private to pray, 
{ Le. meditate, wa word, to live ordielike ~ 
; asCbriftian, like'a man; withoat the fur- 

; misureof Wifdam, Faith, and ferjous Gods 
, Vinefs, is mare impoffible and unwife, than 
, to.go to Sea wirhout-Provifion, ot to War. 
, without-:Arms, -orro become a Rrieft withe: 

out Book or.ynderftanding. 9 


» ©§ 8. U. And you that are young mes) | 
. can farce. conceive, ‘what a jaya wife and: 

1 godly Child is ‘to. his wife and godly Pa-. 
“, Pent! Read byt Pro..xa. x 8&6 13. 4. rz 
5 2 2G AK 49043, 96. & 27 a1 & 23.785: 
a TD 24, Gt. The Prayers and Inftracti- 
: ofig of your. Parenty. are comfortable tg 
ie eae Be 7 ghem, 


[6oJ | 

them, when'they (e'rhe’ happy ftaic ent, 
anfwer, . They fear not, Gods‘ Judgments 
upon their houfes, as they-woald’ dod 
you were Cains, Ot Chams, ov tbfalotas' 

They labous comfortably, and comforta- | 
bly leave you. their Eftates at death, whteq/ 
they {ce thar they do not get and leavell 


for thofe thac willferve the Devil wich 
and confunie it on their Lufts; but will 
ufe it for God, for thé Gofpel, ard cheit 
Salvation: If you fall fick and ‘die before ' 
them, they can rejoyce that fou are got’ 
to Chtift, and need not mourn'as David, 
for Abfalom , that’ you go to Hell. -ff 
you overlive them, they leave the world 
the eafier, when they leave‘ as it’ were 
part of themfelves here behind them, who 
will carry on the work of God which they _ 
lived for, and be bleffings to the work 


_ when they are gone,: 


” §g. III, And O what a mercy is it: (0 
Church and State, to have eur poferky | 
prove better than we have beer, und do ; 
‘God more Service than we have done, and 
take warhing by our faults co avoid the like! | 
Solomon tells usof one poor wife man that | 
“faved a Cicy And’ Ged wobld have {pared : 
“Sodom, had there beert butt. ten rigtitecus . 
-‘Per(ons ta icy Wherever yet lived,”a few 
oe os ; . perfors 


[61] : 
'ferforts have proved the great bleffings.of 
the place ; to be Teachers, Guides , and. 
Exerhplary to others, -as che little Leaver’ 
that -Jeaveneth thé Lump, and as the. 
‘Stotnach, Liver, and‘ other ‘nutritive 
‘patts are to the Body.” Blefied is that 
‘Church, thac City, that ‘Country, that 
‘Ringdom, that hath a wife, and joft, and 
Hoty People. The neareft good and ‘evil are 
‘the'preateft:| Our Eftates are not fonear 
' a8 as Wives and Children, nor they (6 near 
( usasour Bodies, nor they fo ‘much to us 
* as our Souls: It’s more to a Perfo, Houfe, 
. Gr Country, what they are, than what 
“they have, or what others do for them of 
‘pgainftthem. ~~ | 
"> Itis thefe that are Gods Children as 
t well-as ours, that.are the Bleffing fo often 
' “MBertioned inthe Scripture,who,will as the 
Rechabites chey their Fathers wholfom 
Counfels, rather than their Lufts and car- 
t -gakGompanions,. and God before all: Who 
 swalk not in the Counfel of the Upgodly, nor 
i Band inthe way of Sinners, nor fit in the 
; feat of the {cornful: .Bat thar Delight iia. 
"the Law of the Lord, .and in that Law they 
' meditate day and night. Plai.1. Lo, fuch 
t Children are qn. heritage of the Lord; fuch 
t <iftmit of the Womb is bss Reward, They are 
| ses Arrows in the. band of a mighty man; 
fle Se Nae fs a flappy 


ee 
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H. ss the man that pei $s siuer fail 
Happ They foal not be afh ns 
ae [peak with the Femi: in see Pla 
127+ 3,4, 5.. Weré it. ndt.for wile and 
odly Children to fucceed us,Reli ion, 3 
Peace, and all publick good, wo ald b 
as we frait mortals. ate, like the Grathor 
Blowers: of ‘a few days or years cottma:| } 
ance ; and che difference betwee'a Chat 
and | no Church, —- a Kin Hom o 0 
Chriftians and, of. infidels, would’ be 
like the differente berween our svaldng mid | 
our flecping ti time, fo thort, as Would make |* 
ig the lefs eppiderable.~ nr oo alte 
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a re eee ae eae: pe a ee a ee wt ae 
yedleniable Reafons for Repentance nua [pee 
-38y. amendment, of chofe. chat have. trued 
phbly and ungodly Lifes By way of Exs 
Mes Ces ae 


Sis. A Nd now the Commands of God,’ 
ie My. the Love of my Country and the. 
Church, the Love of Piety, true Profpe=, 
rity and Peace, and the Love of Mankind, 
éven of your own Souls and Bodies, do 
all cotnmand mie to become once more an. 


a 


earneft fuiter to the Youth of. chis Land,, 


qa, 


‘ 


efpecially of London, who have hicherta 
mifcatried, and lived a flefbly,. finful Jife 
Thoufands fiich as you are dead in fin, and. 
paft our warning, and pait, all hope and, 
help for ever, Thoufands chac.Jaught.ag -~ 

_ Judgment and. Damnacion, are now feeling — 

that Which rhey would. noc believe. By. 

' the greay mercy af God: ip is not. yet. the 
cafe of yon wha read the(é ;worde; , bur, 
how foomit aay. be, if, you, are yee un. 

 finttified, you Jitrlé know’: ©, that you 
knew what.a.mercy:it is to be yet alive, 

and after” fo many fins and paneer, <0 
3 ve 


trie to nfe yduk reafon, anid ue it (erica 


| 64) ; 
have one to warn'you, and offer you S# 
_. vation, and tobe yet in pofhibilicy, - and ti] 
a-ftate of hope: In the name. of C 

moft earneftly intreat you, a litthe ‘w 


in: retired, fober Confideration,. till yor 
_ Have firft ‘well perufed the whdle courte uf 
your lives,ahd remembred what you ave 
done and ow: Till you have thought wii 
you have got or loft by finning;* nd Wa 
you did ic, and whether it was juftifia 
— veafon which léd youto‘it, andfuch-as yet | 
will ftand to ih--your fobet thoughts, 5a, 
fuch as you vill ftand to before God ‘tt 
laft, Confider ferioufly what comes ‘next, 
atid whithér You are going, and whether 
Your life have-fittdd you: for “your jout. 
acysend, ‘ind‘how’ your ways will be re- 
viewed ere tong’, and how they will ap- 
pear to you, and caft acdeath; Judgment, 
andia the world ro come.Hold onmand think - 
foberly a fitcle while, what is in ywor 
‘~Btearts, and-whdtis their’ condition,’ what 
you moft. love , atid’ what“you hate, and 
whether God ‘of finful pléafare be dearer , 
arid more délightfal to you, and how’yod | 
ftand ‘affected -and’ related tothe World 
that you are very néar. Sure Redfon would © 
be Reafon'if yoo would but Wafe “hy, fate 
Light would tomé‘in, if you would: ot = 
a oe a es gyn” A A FO eee eee ~ ¢ 


San Ce fe 
. We 


[sp 
tive Wiodows, and draw the Curtains on 
you, and rather choofe .co flecp in dark-. 


Refs. ‘Is there. nething within you that 
gradgeth at your folly, and-threareneth 


you for heing wilfully befides your felves 2 
I€ you would bute fpend one half hour ina 
day, ora week, in aber thinking whither 
You are going, and what you.have done, 
and. what you ate, and what you muft | 
fhartly. fee and be; how could you chufe 
but be deeply offended with your fdives, - 
fog living like ‘inen quite void of Under- — 
-fkanding, againft your God, againft your 
felves, againft all the ends‘and gbligations 
Of hfe, and thisfor nothing? =, . 
 ., But ie may be che diftinctnefs of your 
e@anfideration may make. icthe moreef: | 
_fectual: And if I put my Motives by way 
_ Of Queftions, will you confider them till 
, you -have well auhvered them all; ty 
—— - § 2. Oe. 1. Ate: you not fully convins — 
, Od, that chere ts a God of Infinite Power, 
Seawledge , and Goodnefs, who is the 
, perfect Governout of all the World? God 
, tecbid that any of you fhould be fo bad, - 
, fo mad, 2s (erioufly to doubt of this,which _ 
, the, Devils believe, while they wonld 
1 Saw you ro Usbelief. To doubt of.a per- 
. £8 gaversing God, is to wink and doubt. 
, Whether there be a Sun; co ftop your ears. 
as eS  agtainit 
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againft- the notortous teftimony: of Heayes 
_and Earth, and every Creatore’? You may 
next doubt whether there be any ching, if 
you doubt of God: For Atomes and Sha- 
dows are hardlier perceived with cercaimy,, 
than-the Earth, ‘the Heavens, and Sun. .. 

"Oy. 2. And if you believe thac there is. 


a Governing God, do you riot beljeve that, | 


he‘hath Governing Laws or notifications 
of his Wilk2. and that we owe this God 
more full, more abfolute,exatt Obediente,. 
than can -be.due to any. Prince on Earch?. 
And greater love than to our deareft friend, 


| 
| 


he being infinitely good and Love it felt? 


Can you owe more to your Flefh, or to 


any, than rc yourGod,that made you mep, 
by whom you bave Life, and-Healch, and 


time, and all the good that ever you.re-, 


ceived? And can you give him .too much 


Love andObedience? Or esn you think chat. 
- you need to fear being lofers by ff}m, and_ 
.  that-your faithful Duty fhould be in vain? 
Qu. 2. Is it God that needeth you, or. 


you thac need him? Canyou give him any . 


thing that le wants, or do you want what 
te hath to give? Can you live an hour 


—_ 


without him? Or be kepr.withour him | 


from pain, mifery, or death? Is it not for 
your own need, and your own good, that 


he requireth your fervice 2 Do you knaw.. 
“ s 2 : a wos what, , 


a 
7 


a ee | 


Pe ee ee ee 
What his fervice is 7 It is thankfully tore- 
- Geive his greateft Gifts: To.take bis Medi. 
cines to fave yqur Souls: To feaft-on his 


pfepated comforts. He calls. you tofar. 


Better and needfuller Obedience. for your 
felves, than when you command-your Child 
tO take his meat, or wear his cloaths, or 
‘when he is fick, to take a neceflaryreme- 
dy. And.is fach Obedience to be. refufed 2. 
|“ Ou, 4. Hath not Nature. taught you to. 
love your felves? Surely you.cannot.be 
‘willing to. be dammed ?. Nor be indifferent. 
‘Whether you go to Heaven, or Hell? Ard - 
‘can you believe,, that God yould fet you. 
‘oft that which would do you hurt, and thar’ 
‘the Devil is your Friend, and would fave 
you from him? Can you believe that to 
Pleafe yourThroat andLuft till death {natch 
away your Souls tq judgment, is more for 
‘your own good, than to live here in holi- 
nefs and-the love 6f.God, and hereafter.to 
live for ever in Glory ?, Do you.think you~ 
havé lived as if you truly loved your. felves,. 
oras felf deftroyers? All the Devils in Hell, — 
‘or Enemies on Earth, could never have . 
done fo much againft-you, as.by.your fen, 
fudlity, ungodlinefs, and, florh,- you have | 
Jone againft Your felves. O poor finner, as 
‘ver thon wouldft have mercy fram.God_ - 
thy extremity, be-intréared to fhew. 
‘ome mercy onthy felft. | F2 ° Qa | 


168) - 
2729 §. Bath riot Nature deeply caugette 
$l the World, ‘to nrake'a great difference 
eberween Vittwe and Pice, between: Nictal 


- good ‘and evil? If the good and bad de 
“not greatly differ, whar makes all mak 
kind; even the fons of pride, to be fo-#in- 
“patient of being calléd or accounted bad? | 
‘and love td be accounted wife and good? | 
“Hot tenderly do moft rén bear a reprodf, 
orto hear thar they do amifs? To'be Gdl-— 
‘Jed-a wicked man, 2 Fyar,. a perjerec? nan, | 

a knave, how ill ié it taken By all mankind? | 

This certainly proveth that the Con(ctente 

_ of the dreat difference’between the good 

and bad, is a common natural notice. Afid 

will hot God make a greater difference , 
who betrer knowecthit thas man?- 3° | 
Oa. 6. Vf God had only commanded | 

ou Doty, ever Holy, righteous; and’ fo- 

er life, and forbidden You the contrary, 
'and' had only bid you feck-evérlafting hép- | 

' pinefe,’ and: made you'nd promife of. ic, 

~ fhoald' you noc in reafon'feek it chearfatly 
in hope? Our folly leadethus todo much 

fn vain but God ferrerh mo man on any 
vain employment:- Ifhe do but bid you | 
. refift Temptation, mortifie Loft, learmhis | 
~ Word; pray te him, and praife him, you : 
thay be'‘fure iv'is not to your lof: “ A-re- | 
*’ ward you may befure of, if youKncw foc 

a pot “i what 


! 


£6) oy 
y Hag itll he. Yea, if he {et youspon | 
| she bacdett work, or: ta pals the greateht 


€ <ganger, or &cve him iat the dearett rate , 
prow your Eitate fon him, and. lifeigtelf, 


i 
f 
H 
" 
U 
i 


a 


‘ah 


-_ 


a ed 


aahat reafon can-fear ‘being lofers by obey- 
jeg God? ¥ea,.the deareft fervice- hath 


“fhe greatat rewards..Buc when:he. te 


- Faergover .afeertained your .reward by 


gProwmile.,.a Covenant, worn.and fea ‘d 


fey bis Miracles, by’ Chrifts Blood; by his 


- 


Sacraments, by hia. Sprit, if. yet you will 


, pe angodly becaufe: you caanot teuft him, 


ae have no.excufe, - ie: 
. Qwi 7 Do you know the difference be. | 


a awrecmnal. man and. a.Benit 2 Bruits have no 


_ Capacity: to. think, of a God, and a Saviour, 


‘and a-Life to.come,:and to know Gods 
i peas and:ftudy»@bedience;..and fear Hell, 


mn, nor. o¢afoa xo rule .cheir Appetites. 


5 pat Laufte, nor any-hope or joy in,forefeen 


Gtory:: But.man-is.made capable of alf 
thie: And.can you, bhink (God maketh fuch 


_-)Moble faculciés in vain? .Or fhould we live. 


aed Ss add —— oe aes ca 


dike Bauits thatshayeaoneYuch? *: 


Qx,.8. Do-yau- not certaigly kaow that 


ae you maft die? All: che World cannot . bin- 


_. dep ic: You umft die. And. is itgot nesr, 


sca welbas fure.?,. How: (wift is. tane2? Q- 


| show quickly hall. we all -be at-out-race | 
_. omod: Warfares.egd?. And where chem isthe 


ore a Fg | — 
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 pleafure of Pride, and Appetite, and Luft 

Neicher the. difmal: Carkafs, nor the dug | 
or bones. retain or-tafte: ic: And, alas:the | 
unconverted Soul muft pay for. it. forever |. 
And can'you think chat fo. fhort.a. bepigih |. 
pleafure,. that hath fo.fure and fad anend | 
- isworthy-the grieviog of your Friends, 

the, offending God,. the: hazard of yant |: 
Souls, the:lofs of Heaven, aad che faffering | 
of.Gads‘jaftice in Hell for ever, O foolih 
finners | L befeech-you, think in time. bow, | 
mnad a. ‘bargain. you.are making, O. what | 
- anExchange!.For a filthy. Loft or. flefhly | 
Pleafure, tofell a God,.a Saviour, a-Com, . 
farter, 2 Soul, a Heaven, and all. yout, . 
hopes? 0 aw a ap ote, ies. oe 
Bla. 9,ilf the Devitor-deceivers thould. ; 
make .yoo doubt -whesher. there be: any, : 
Judgment.and Life.to:come,fhould not'tht 
- Meer. poffibifity and probability of fuch.a day. ; 
and. life, .be. far more regarded dy yom. . 
than.all fleihly pleafate, which is certainly; , 


5 
} 


_ , Short and.bafe: ‘Did. you ;ever. bear a.maa, 


- fo mad astofay, Lams fure-there.isnallea - 
ven or Hell. for Soxts.? . But.you “are; {ute: . 
that your fleth muft rot/in.a dark.grave™: . 
- you are: fure that, death. will. quickly pat: . 

an end ta al] that this wiorld can atkond $04 «. 
Honfe and Land,, and aJl. chat now: deceive . 
poor. worldlings , will be nothing ta. 


Se 
- eo s 4 


i-yte 


ne, or'the bafeft vanity, for all his Love, 
‘add for alt his Meétvies; for the fake of 
) Chrift, nor‘for the hopes of all this Glo- 
sty?’ Hedven is the preateft reward of ho- 
‘Itefs, and of the diligent and patient feek- 
es of it: ‘Heaven is the greateft gift of 
‘ the Breav’ Love of God: And can you be- 
1 lieve thar he will givé ic tothe flaves of 
‘ the Devil, and‘ to contemning wilful Re~ 
bets? “May> not’ you ‘neéxe think chat the 
’ Devils:may be faved’? Ifyou fay that God! 
ls thereifal,: it’s “moft true; dnd this’ wil: 
| béthe unconverted mans damnation, that 
he ‘would for: a bafe Luft offtad fo merci-: | 
ae a or | fyl 


C7} 


fala God, and fell everlafting' mency or. 


nothing, and abufe fo mnch mercy att fats 
lifé. Abufed and refafed mercy wil berke 


fewel to feed the flames of Hell, aati vor.. 


ment the Confcience. of the impentteat 

for ever, Doth noc God- know: his ewa 
_mercy better thas youde ? ‘Canhe not’ be 

_ mercifyl,-and. yer be holy and ja@? [s ¢he 
King unmerciful if he make ae of jails 
and Gallows for Malefadtors? It's merey 
to the Land-to deftroy fach; as woukd de, 

'  ftroy-otbers ; The bofom of eternel-Love 
is not a place for any but the holy :. The 


* ‘heavenly Paradife is not like ALahomer’s, 


a place ef Loft and fenfial Delights. ‘You 

blafpheme the moft jult-and holy God, if 

Fou make him feem indiiferenc co the Ho. 

_ Ty and the anholy, to bis faichtul Servanes 
and to che defpilars of his Grace... 

Qu. ta. Uf there were any pofibibty,that 

-  unfanctified Sonls fhould be fan@ified'and 

faved in another World, is it not a niadnefs 

_. to caft everlatting hfe wpen fo gtéatiun- 

.. Certainty orimprobability, when wehave 


f 


nn 
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| dife, and time; and ‘helps to make our Sal. _ 


-varion fure ? ‘God hath called you.-topive 
“all ‘diligence to make ie ‘fure, 2- Per! y 
_ yo\He bach made ‘infallible pronilies of 
_ it, to fanctified Believers: ‘He-callech ‘you 

-fQ examing and judge your felvet, 2 Cor. 


13° f 


Ud | 

Be Fs. Ando you know the difference 
chetwreen: ceysaiuty and wucersainty in Yo 
sgreat 2 mak? Quope can pow fafficiencly- 

-monceive' what. a difference there is, her 

:tamees a Soul thar is going out of the Bo. = 
wy, with- joytol affurance thar Chrift will 
sprefently receive him, and.aSoyl that in 
tbe guilt of-fin, mua fay, | amgoing ton 
-‘endlefs. lites and know oor but it may. be 
—peandles mmifery! I.am-here now, and 
-know aot bat I may be prefently with 
Devils thar: Gere deceived me: Juft fear 
~ Of paffing prefently to Hell fire, is a-dread- 
-Ralcafe,. to be avoided aboye all earthly. 
»fafferings: Lak, 12. 4. and 14:33. Much, 
-- more when: Gods.threarnings co rhe Impe- 

~vginent are met fare. GG - 
2 Qa. 12, Do you think in your hearss 
that you have .more pleafure, and {ound 
-.@onsent,, and peace with your Whores, 
cand-in-gour Sports, and Drink, or Riches, 
_ oifaas true Believers have in God, in Chrifty 


_crin e-holy fe, and--che hopes. of eyerlatt.. — 


4 ine Glonpe Judge sbut - by the caufe; Is 

.. pet the Lave.of that God thasis the Lord: — 
. efaLife,,and-Death, -and all, and che plea- 

. fare of pleafing him,. and the. fenfe of par~ 
2. don.aed racrey through Chrift, and the | 
so firtn expedadion.of endlefs.joy., by, a pro. 
emule of God, fealed by. his Sau., .his Sa; 


sane cranients, 
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etaments, and his Spitit; I Yay, is noe WE 
this’ matter more worthy ‘te: réjoyce’d 
Soul, than Money, ahd Meat, ‘and Drink: 
and Luft? : Have not’ you thofe- feeret 
ie of Conftience, when you think how" 

ort the {port will be, ahd: that for afl’ 
thefe things: you muft. come to Judgiient 
which much abateth the pleafure of your’ 
fin? Had you {pent that time ‘in feeking! 
firft the Kingdom of God andtirs Rigtite:! 
oulnefs, andin honeft, obedierie labouring 
in your callings, you ‘need ‘net have lookt' 
back on it with the gripes ofan ‘2ccafing® 
-Gonfcience. “Ff you fee a true Believer for” 
rowful, jt’is not for ferving ‘ahd-obeying® 
God, ‘or being holy and: hating fin ;: but 


for ferving God no betrer, and. hating ‘in: 


HO more, © i na te 
Qa. 13. Have you not oft fecret wifhes 


-In'your tearts, that you were in the cafe: 
_ Of thofe perfons that you judge to be of.- 
the moft -holy -and heavenly hearts and: 
_ _ converfations?Do you not think ehey are in* - 


a far fafer agd bettér cafe chan you ? Unley 
you are fotfaken to blindnefs*of-mind, ‘ie: 


' you chafe arid follow chat whichis. worfe; ‘ 


when your Coniciences tell yowit is wore: 


" and refute chaciwhich-yourCon(tiences tel}: - 
«you ls beit?Bac-it is not fuch flaggith withes : 


that - 
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ghat avill eevé: To tye till and tive’ idle 
and with-yaur. felves as rich asthe indus 
ftrious, isnot the way to-make you fo. ? 

-«Q4. 14. At. leaft, if’you have na: fact 
wifhes now.,. do you Rog think that you: 
fhal! wifh it at Death ‘or, Judgment ?. Do. 
not your Confciences now. tefl you, that 
you, thal! fhotely: with, ©-thatiT had bated 
finful. pleafure?. O that. had {pent my 
hore lHife.in obeying and trufting God? . 
Wall you not fay with Balaam, Let me die, 
the. death of thé Righteous, ‘and. let my laff 
exd be-like dis 2, O.that Lweresin, che cafe: 
of thofe thar-marsified the Flesh, and lived. 
to God, andlaid- not up their Treafure oa. 
Earth, but - ‘in Heaven? And why choofe- 
you -not now.. that which you know you 
thall deeply with that you had chofen?: 5 

, Qa. 15. Brake. it for..granted:, that 
your merry.,. and fenfual, and worldly 

_ Fempters and.Companions, deride. all this; 

- and. perfiade -gou to defpile iz, as if it 
were but needlefs, melancholy, trouble. 
fom talk: :Bat:cell me, .do--you think in. 
-Canfcience: that «it; is found .reafon that. 
they give: yeu, aud fuch‘as:.fhould fatishe:. 
a fober man, that carecth what-becomes of . 
his {aul for ever?! If-i¢-be, 3 make a mo-. 
tion to you... Briag.any of thent to: me, or., 
any. {ueh ae and, | in your hearing let rhe, : 
cafe 


eo 
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oafk. be. Golagrly debated: . | wil hear.aif 
thac.chey can fay again& 2 holy,dober life, 
forche Wosld,.and for their fethly:plem 


fore: ; And. ‘Fou ball. hear what J-caa fay | 


| gn..the coptrary,.and then dp buc_afe the 

_ peafon af ampan, and judge as-yau-.fep 
cante. As, Elias {aid to the Araclies, Why 
halt. you between swe Opinoys: If ths Lovd 
$e God, follow Sins ;. if Baal be God, follow 
die. Ii Mogsy,; Preferment, -Deiok, .and 
Lat be. beff, take is :.. But if God, Heages, 
Chrift, Faith, Hope, and Haliaets be bes, 
atyaur peril refufe xheo not, aad hals ap 
longer. I fappofe you fometime. thiak.:ef 
the cafe, (orelfe: yon ane -dead-ip: fn.) i 


pray.you tdi] sne.,.or, salt your Elves, 


which canfe, feemath bof. npon she. deepof 
thoughts and cavfidevation «. ‘Baca: yeu wil 
take the:langhter or feorng. of, dgnogapt 
. Sats, inftead of rezfon, and inftead of feber 
eonfideration, -you ape wwell worthy..of 


enn 
~~. 


she damoation which you fo -wilfelly 


oofe,. IES LG ers topt a age 
+ Qu. 26 Bavif you thiakihighly of their 
Wit or Learning, who fin as ‘you,. and whe 
<encansage and: deceive you, I .pray you 
sobver thefe two queftion, 2. 
+, 1. Which &de-is Chrift; aod hia Peraphees, 
end. Apofties on?. Which fide. doth the 
eripture peak: for... Which way: ats 
oe tae 
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the: Gaines whofe’ names atte now horour- 
ed? Were they forthe fleflily or the fis 
rfevallife? Were they for the Tove of pleai 
Yates mere than God? Doth Chfi& from 
Heaven teach you an earthly: ‘or a heavens 
vA choice and fife? Did'he'¢otne rochcriffi 
A, or to deftroy it, atid fave us from it? 
¥eu can make fo doubt of ‘this, if ever 
yoo ‘read or heard the Bibi¢, © “And” ‘ 
‘ogs Which do you think: were the wifer 
and: ‘better men, and worthy to Be believ- 
dard followed ? Whether Chrift and all | 
‘his Apoftles, and ‘Saints, thatever were in. 
‘#he world to this day, or the Drunkards,. _ 
-aadW horemongers,and Worldlings,who de- 
ride che Dottrine {ent from Heaven? If 
there be a Heaven, is Dronkennefs or So- 
briety fiker so be the way to it? Bat if in. - 
i deed-you wilt take the mocks of a fwinifh 
‘Set to be wifer than God, than Chrift,chan 
: Prophets, and Apoftles, and all that ever 
‘wentto Heaven, and their jears to be more. 
_ credible chan all God’s Word, what can a 
“wan fay fo. convince: faeh- Wrerehes with 
‘any bope P - es Y Bigie 2 
BAAD farther ask yon, ‘Have ‘yon 
nor {ome ficrer purpofes hereafter ro repent’? 
Hf aot, alas, tow far are you from ic 2 and. 
“Row forlorn is your eafe ?:Burt if yea have, 
Gontcieaee’ is -& Withefs abaintt you, thac - 
you 


78] a 
you choofe:and live m that cafe and’ cour fe 
whiel: you: Know-is worlt: -Were it node! 
worft; you-need: not purpofe-to repent of 
itz. And ‘will. you wilfully choofe known 
evil, when the very nature of mans Will’ 
tolove good? 
| Bat: And ‘if you believe that the 
faithful are in a happier cafe than-you, teil’ 
them, and-yet-be happy as well as they >: 
Hath God" put any exception againft you™ 


me, What:hindgreth yer but you:may be Vike- 


_, | Iinshis wotd.?: Is hot Mercy and Salvation’: 


proclaimed and offered:to you as freely.as' - 


to them?. Did any thing make you fo bad”’ 
as you. are, but. your own choice and do- * 
‘ing? And can any thing yet hinder you‘ 
- from pardon and Salvation, if you your. . 
felveswere: buet truly willing? What if your © 
Parents. were bad, and bred you up amifs? * 
God hath told you, in Exck. 18.. and 330 
that if you will but do your own part yer," 


and take warning and avoid your'Parents”’ 
_ fin, and give up your €élves unfeignedly to’. 


him, he will fave-you whatever yout Pa: .° 


rents were; WhatifPrinces, or Lords, or 


learned men, fhould be your temprers by | 


words or example? None -of them can. 


force you to one fin: ‘God is greater and" 
wifer.thanthey, and more. to be believed’ ° 
and obeyed sand your.Sdl vation is not in: | 


fhy 


€ 


v 
1 
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day. of their.power: What if your old com 


- panions tempt yeu? They can but tempt 


you.; they cannot conftrain -you-to any:e- 


vil. All the Devils in Hell, ormenonearth. 
cannot damn you, no ndr meke you fir- 


ners, if you do it not your felves. Refufe 
not Chrift, and he will not refafe you :-Ard 


when he is willing, if -you be bat. williag, : 


truly. willing to be faved. frem.fin and mi- 
fery, and to bave Chrift, Grace, and Glory 


in the .uft. of.che. means which God hath . 

appointed you, neither Earth not Hell can. 
hinder your Salvation: Who but. your. 
felves keep you from forfaking the Com- | | 


pany, -Houfe, -or. Baits which have deceiv- 


ed you? Who but your felves keep you. 
feom lamenting your fin,.and flying to — 
Chrift.,. and begging Mercy, sand giving | 
your. felves to God-? If you think that fe-. 


rious. Chriftians are the happieft, refirfe not 


~ 
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to be fuch your felves,. It willbe your own. 
doing, your own wilful obftinacy if you pe- . 


in my Callto the Unconverted.: 


rifh ; But of this I have already: faid more 


Qu. 39. Dare you deliberately refolve i 
bargain to take your. fleflly pleafures for your 


part, inftcad of all your hapes of Heaven? 


{ hope none of youare yet fo mad: E think -. 
it is but few, if any, of the Wirches thar — 
make fo exprefs a bargain withthe Bewi:. 


"St 
4 
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HWehey did, ‘© how they would:tremble 
when they fee pheir glafs almeft run our; 
and death at hand! - If ygq dare noe maké 
fuch a bargain in phi ds, Odo nat 


dothe fame in the choice of your beares. 


and the practice of your lives, and deceive 


your felves by shinking chet you do it-nor; | 
when youdo. It is God and not you that’ 
saakech the conditions of Salvation and 
. Dammation. If you ehoofe that life whicly’ | 


God hath cold us is che condition of Datme! 
_ Ration, and finally refufe thee life whiele’ 

God hath made the condition of Salvation, 
_ ic will ip effe® be all one as to chufe Dams 


—- ll 


nation, and refafe Salvation. He ‘thac’ | 


choofeth deadly poifon, or refufeth his nes 
 eeffary food, choofeth Death, and refufeth 
Life in effect. God hath faid, Jf ye live af> | 


ter the Fleflo ye fhall die, but sf by the Spi~’ 


rit you mortific the deeds of the Body, yor 


foall live. Rom. 8. Chrift tells you that un« 


_ lefs you are born again and converted, you * | 
Cannot enter into his Kingdom. 70s. 3. 3,7 - 


§. Matth. 18.3. and that Withoue Hel,~ 
nefs none fhall fee God, Refufle thefe, and 


choofe che world and finful pleafures, and . 


you refufe Salvation, and: fhall have -~ : 


no better chan you choofe. What you judge 


beft choofe refolyedly , and do not cheae: : 


| Bu, 20, 


your felves, 
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+4] Pate 2p, Baze-you no aatural, fore to 
| « yaur Parone oryour Copncry? .O wha - 
ane crpelsy is.it, co break. the heartg 
af hele from. Beni you had yeyr Being, 
) ggck. who. warp tender of. you, when you 
- @puld.tos tielp your: ielves?. Donbelels ong 
- Bqafow why God-bath put fo frong a loye 
. 3p, Rarents.to-thejf .Children.,.and.mad¢ 
your Birth apd Breeding {0. coftly.ta. your. 
, Moghars, agd. made. the Milk which §is 


fogmied, in ber own Body to.be,the fick 
agerifhment, of. your lives, .is- to.oblige 
; you,.to,aafwerable, Love and Obedience s 
. Kad. if after -all this. you prove worfe than- 
. Bruits ,.and become the grief of their 
, Souls, that thys bred, and loved, and pou; 
- rithed yon, do you: think God will not ac 

, lait make this far fadder-co you, than ever 
| it was to them? If cruelty to anenemy, — 
, Mach miore to.a ftranger, to a neighbour, — 
_ to.a friend, be {0 hateful to, the God of. 
Lore, that it.goerh pot unrevenged, O 


what. will unnatural. cruelty to Parents -~ 


bring upon you? Yea, evenin this Life, as. 
 hanguring Father. and Mother hath a {pe=. 
- gial promile of profperity and. long life, 
 difhonouring and.grieving Parencs is ufual- 
Jy.pucithed with tome. notable calamity, . 
asa forerunner of the great revenge-here: . 
after. ; 7 Bes eae 
G And 


Pes: “ 
1) ry ae . 
woe . YL 
: 3 


/ 
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+ And you cannot ‘but perceive that feeb | 
as live ‘in Senfuality, and Luft,: and Wick- |: 
_ ‘ednels, are the great trogblers of Church, 
‘and State: God himfelF hAh faid ity There 
3s no peace so the wicked’; ' Ma: 48. ¥2. ‘and | 
gy 24, For the wicked are like the croubied 
Sea when' tt cannot réft, whofe waters cafkep | 
mire and dirt > There is'no peace, faith my | 
God, tothe wicked. v. 22.: {fa. 59, '8. Fee ; 

way of peace they know not; there is noo 
went’ in their yoings: They have made thet 
 erveked paths ; whofeever. goetbh'therein foul : 
wht'know peate. They give ho peace‘tev- - 
thers; and God‘will deny péace co them - 
felves: ’ Yea, thé nature of cheir own'fa | 
denicth ic them, as“broken Bones: atid - 
gtipiig ficknefs deny é€afé‘td the Body. 
And can you think you fhafl beconie tir . 
dhame of the Church; and the troubtets of | 
the Land , and that God'-will hot trouble - 
you for it? Ifyou wilt be enemies of Gad 
and your Gountry, you' will prove:the 
foreft Enemies to yourfelves. 00s 
And who is the gainer ‘by all this? No - 
one inthe World; unlefs you will'cal}it - 
the Devil's: gain, to have his maticidns, | 
true! Wilt fulfilled: _ And-fure the pleafing 
the Devil anda flethly Luft, Fancy, or Ap | 
petite, “cén never compenfate: all your : 
_ loffes, ‘nor comfort:yeu under:the fulfer- 

2s 3 8 ings 


ayer. 
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tf, ashich you wilfally bring. upon four | 
\ V@s. | 
. Young Men, the reafon I thus deal with 
you, ‘by. way of queftion is, that I- may, if 
' poffible-,.. engage. your. own: thoughts in 
; awering them: . ForI find moft are apr- 
: gft.to leapn of themfelves : _ And indeed 
; without yont. felyes,. and your own feri- 
us thoughts, we cannot help you to.true 
gaderftanding. He, th ie the wiles 
. ecture to. Boys. oF en that take no © 
heed ta to what is sid, yea, or that will not 
- make it,cheir own ftudy ta underftand and: 
| femember, doth butcaf aft away his labour. 
-dt’s hard faving any Ipan., pew himfelf;. bat 
there is no faving any.fnah without bimfelf, 
- and his own confent and labour. | If you 
- will bue. flow fake thefe rwenty queftions 
infecret. into. -yaur. ferioug thoughts, and 
: Lonfider of. them, fil. yqu m5 give. them 
Sach an: antwer.as, real on, fhoul allow, and 
: 8S. You: will ftand to before God, when tlie 
mouth ef all iniquity fhall be ftopt, t 
| benef not doubt bur: you, wall reap the 


“Q what thould a man, do that pittienl blind 

- aod wilfal finners, to make them’ willing 
Of their, @wn recovery? Here all ftops: 
And tuft ic fop at.this? Are younot — 


! sng. And will — not fo much as con- 
2 ‘fider 


a 


“Tider of ‘tke teafons that Thould make yh | 
willing, when Heaven or Hell nwft beth | 
“eonféduence?) O-what a thing: isa bled - 
“hind ,“and'a dead and hardened hestt? 
What a befoolitig thing is fieihly Exe: 0 | 
“whatheed had imankirtd of &’ Saviour? Asd 
“what nédd have att-of-a.Sanctifier, «anda | 
“his holy word, ‘afd ofall the’ holy meas | 
‘of Grace > os IO Ta Te Se ea ge AA " 


“Poor 'faners?’ (denote your Fedchis, 
“and: your. Parents’ Connfel~and’ Tearn de 
_ brought in a¥’witnefits'ag dint you-to ydor 

“coridemnatioh YO add for tbe’ to all th 
"geiets, thac’ their “Counfel and theit Sas- 
rows muft fink you ‘deeper into Hell Ales, 
"it Werte fadnefs endugh to‘them to fee chit 
"it is all’ in vain" Let not - this Conntet of 
“Mine €o, you be ‘rejected co’ the increafoal 
“yout guile and*mhiftry =’ IF “jt do yourso 
‘good ,.it will leave: you worfe, | Were ! 
prefent with you, Ffiiduld not thifk ittoo 
much, would that peevail;to seh at i 
“to beg, thar ae would but weil conteder 
“yout own‘cafe and Ways, ‘and think before 
of what will follow: And that yoo wil 
‘ftudy a wife and fatisfattory anfwer to the 
‘queftions put to you; till you are refolved. 

Your Cafe,is not defperdte: Percy is yet 
_offered yon: he'd 'y of. Grace is for yet 
_ pathy’ God is not unwilling te receive you; 
“se a Chritt 
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| Chrit:is nor. onwilling to be your Savionr 
: you confent: No difficulty in the world 
_ tmaiketh: us afraid of your damnation; but - 

| _ own foolifh choice and. wicked Wills. 
ar care is not'to make God merciful, nor 
Tomake’ Chrifts merits and facrifice. {uf- 
‘fidient, “nor. to ‘get -God .to promifé. you 
pardon if you repent and cameo him by 
Chrift s ‘All this is done already 3, hue thac_ 
Which is undone is to make you -confide- 
fase. and traly. willing, and to live as thofe 
that indeed are willing to let go. ‘the. pol- 
‘fohons. pleafures of fin, and to take God 
mid Heaven for your.hope and portion,and . 
tebe Gavedand raled byChrift,and {anctified. 
‘by his Spirit, and toreceive his daily help 
‘Mercies to this end, in the ufe of. his 

‘ appointed: means, and. withope this. you 
are. undone for ever. Andis there any hure 
imal chis?. If there were, is.i¢ worle than, 
"the filth of fin, andthe. Plagues that follow 
here and-for ever ! W orthy is he ‘to bear. 
“a laf, Depart Fem eet bys worker i ipi- 
geity , and to be .theuft away .from the. 
hopes of Heaven; thatafter all that canbe - 
Gid and done, chuteth fin .as.more defira-- 
ble chanthis God; this: Savion § shia Sandi. 

Rec and this Glory, 2.) 
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, General DiteBians to the welling, 
yee the ‘blindnefs and obftinacy of 

3 flefhly Sinners too ofc fruftrate great 
endeavours, yet we may well hope, thas 
the Prayers and tears of Patents, and the 
callsof God, may prevail with many; and 
I may Hope, that-fome that have read 
what is before written, will fay , Weare 
willing to bear and learn that we may be ‘fa- 
ved: tellus what it isthat we mut do. ‘And 
on that hope, I fhall give fuch mifcarrying 
_ Youth fome General Advice, and fome 
Counfel about their part icalar cafes,and-all 
as briefly as I may.. O that the Lord 
would make you that read this, ¢rdly wits 
ling to practife chefe ten Directions follows 
ing! How happy yet may you be} 


,_$ 
aa 


~ 


‘T. See your Underfandings fersoufly, ani 
diligently to thesverk which they are made 
for, and confider weil what ‘is your Intereft 


‘and your Duty, till you come to a fixed Kefo 


bation, ‘what is for your good, and what. is 


for 


| [87] 
for your hart, and. what that goad or but 
wil be.) . ate 2. 

‘ Should it be a hard thing to perfuade 
a man in his wits. to love himfelf, and to 
think what is: good pr kortfol to himfelf, 
efpecially for everlafting?. Why are you ‘ 
Men if you will:live like Dogs:?: What do - 

ou with Underftandings if-you willnot — 
. efeahem? Whatwill you ufe them for, if 
,. Bot for your own good, and toavoid mife- 
sy? What good will you}defire, if not 
. e@verlafting Joy and Glory? and wha burt 
. Swill you avoid, fnotHellfire?.Haveyou | 
feafon, and can you live as if thefe were 
got worth the thinking on? Will you be- - 
ftow your thoughts all: the day and year 
_ pon you. kaow not. what, nor why, and — 
. pot ose hour foberly think of fuch impor- 

, fane:things as thefe?. O Sirs! Will you 
go. out ef the World' before you well 
think whither you muft go? Will you ap- 
pear before the Judge of Souls, to give 
up your great account before you think of 
‘it, and how. it muf be done 2 -Is he wor- 
thy ofthe help of Grace, thae will not afe 
“his natural Reafon 2 I beg.it of you as ever 
you care what becomes of you for.ever, 
thac. you will fome time alone fet your — 
‘felves.for'one hour ferioufly cothink, [Who — 
made.you, and-why ; what you owe him; 
ie "G4 how 


[ 33}. 


How muth you epend on him’; wharyad | 
have done againft him; how you haw | 


ent your’ time; . what: edfe: your Gouly 
ee whut. Chri hat done ‘for you} 
and what he is or wonld be to you;° whe 
ther you are fanttified and forgiven ; what 
Gods Spirie muft do'for you; and-what 
you moft be and do if you will be faved} 
and if icbe otherwife, whither: ic is’ chat 
you muftgo. ©. 
. eg ‘ ms q7 3! 
IT. Therefore I next advife you ard in- 
‘treat you, that you live not as at a great 
diftance from Eternity, nor fookthly. ‘fiat- 


ter yout felves with. the ‘deceitful promi 


-fes of long Life: And were it fare to be 


an hundred years, remember how quick- — 
‘ly and certainly they will end. O Tinie — 


is nothing! ‘Therefore’ think of nothing in 
‘this World as feparated from the World 
_ -tocome, Whatever you are doing, or 
_ .‘faying, or thinking, the Boat'is hafting to 
_ the Gulf: : You are pofting to Death and 
Judgment: Which way ever you go, by 
“Wealth or poverty ; ‘health: or ficknes, 
‘bafie-or-idle, fingle or married, .you-are 
-gomg: ftill co the Grave and to Eretnicy. 
, judge chen of every: :thing as -ir gendeth 
to that end: And think. of nothing as not 


» .¥elated'as @ means, to the.near and-eyer- | 


_ falting 


RE 


— = re 
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. Wefting-end: 1 Q chopfe and do. that which 
: Beafon and, Gonfcience. tellech you, thag 
- Fou swillatlaf-earnehtly with chat you had 


4 ee 


ei. | 


¢hofen and.doge ; .whea fon. 266 tempted 
tebe prayerlefs.and averle to good, or-te. 
ma to Luft-or -finful Pleafure , ask your 


- felves feriouflys how will thisloak in the — 
- feel review 2 What fhall Lthink of this at 
- Jaf? . Willie be my-comfort, .or mg. tor- 


a — = - a ee 


-_ > == eS 


es, Sat 


~ daft. 


ment? O judge as you will judge at 


‘idaby finned ,againft-God and yout Salvati-. | 
son, make noe light of it; but prefently, 
-and openly , go. to your Parents or Ma- 
fiers ,- and, pemitently confe{s your. finful 
“Lafe in general, and your known or open 
‘fins particajarly:- But fach. fecret fins 


| -whieh-wronged sot them, and will blaft 
' Syeur Repntation, you are not bound to 
, Leonfefs openly, unlefs the Eafe or future 
| ‘WDireéties of your doubtful .and troubled 
| , Confciences ‘require. it; - But, when your 


7 


-viciops fiefhly.life is known, excufe it not, 
~ hide nor the evil by Lies or extenuation, 


: dyvhen you have wronged your Parents. or 


: Mafters by, difobedience, and by robbing 
athe of -part.,of your Time. and. alae 


ie oa 


ol ik My third Counfel. is, : If. your | 
-Gonfeiences: tell you that. you have fool. __ 


ae - Lge] 
if not alfo of their Money or goods, gata 
them with forrow and fhame, and confets 
how foolithly you have ferved the Flesh: 
_ to the injury of them, to che offending of 
God, and te the afpeakable hurt of your 
own Souls: Lament your fin, and ask 
them forgivenefs, and intreac. their Pray: 
ers, and their careful "Government: of 
you for the time to come, ‘and fincete? 
ly promife thea: Reformation and Obedi# 
ence, | Hee? 
~ Yea, If you have had familiar Compav 
nions in your fin, go-to them, and tel 
them, [ ** God and Reafon have convine 
- ced me of my finful folly,’ chat for bruir- 
ith, fiefhly Pleafure , have wilfully brov 
“ken the Laws of my Creator and Re- 
“deemer, and for nothing’ undone and: 
“loft my Soul; if Chrifr do not recover 
“me by found Repentante. Qhow mado 
* ly have we defpifed our Salvation?: How 
“‘eafily might we have known, had we 
“‘'but fearcht and‘ confidered the word of 
.. “God, that we were difpleafing God, 
“ andoing ourfelves, and making work for 
‘# futare ‘forrews? Should I, . when % 
know this, and when I know that I am 
** going to Death and ‘Judgment, yer edt 
* ftinately go on, and be a hardened Re» 
_ bel agamft Chrift and Grace,- what.can ? 
= | |S expect, 


_  (Cors | 
- #ezped;butto be forfaken of God and loft | 
. forever? O therefore as we have fin- 
; ned ‘together, let us repent together} 
_ § ¥ou have been a fnare to me,-and E-to. 
. €:you: ‘We have been agents of the Dee 
¢¢ gil. co draw each other to fin and mifery : 
© Certainly all this muft fooner or later be 
. €-gepented of. O let us joyn together in. 
. ©¢ Sorrow, and Reformation,~and a koly, 
. obedient Life. If you will not’ con- 
se fent, I here declare to you before God, 
«-(for I know that he -feeth and heareth 
me) that I will be your Companionin . 
és finno more: I beg pardon for tempting 
«you: J refolve by Gods Grace to pre- 
« fer. my .Salvation and’ my Obedience. 
<¢ ¢9 God, before a bafe and beaftly pleas — 
st fure: Whatever you fay~againft it, F 
& will never more forfake my-Salvation to 
ft foHow you, nor ever take’ you to be 
«“wifer than God, nor better friends to 
‘me than my Saviour, nér-your Words» 
t¢ more regardable than Gods word, oor 
«a Whore , ora merry‘Cup, or Vanity, 
“to be betrérthan Heaven, nor Tempe- 
‘®rance and Holinefs tobe worfe than 
“Hell, Iftyou will noe be'undeceived 
é with me, F-will pray for yous: bat I re- 
*nounce. your finful Company, and my 
* warning will-be a Witnefs againft- you to 
*-yourconfufion, | Stick 
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$tick vot-at the {corn.of - fools, *nor:at 
the fhame of fuch-Repentance and Confefs 
fion: Ic may profit others: But howeves 
it -is no more than-in hope you owe them, 
whom you have wronged and endangered. 
by fin:. And it: will lay fome.new: ebligath 
on on. your felves, to amend. by doing 
what you have: fo profefled: And fate 


Gan(cience. and fhame will fomewhat.the — 


more hinder-you, from evermore.joyning 
with them in the fia. which you have fo.bes 
wailed and renounced. And think not ths 
too much, ‘for there is no-jeafting with 
God, and with everlafting joy or mifery.: 


_ IV, My.next Counfel is, prefently, . a. 
derfiandingly, and .confiderately, renew the 
Covenant which jou. made in Baptifms with: 
God your Creator, Redeemer, and Santtsfier, 
-Confider whether co be a. Chriftian: is 
not neceflary to your Salvation; and then 
_ canfider.what it-is-to bea Chriftian ,. and 
am it be nc a far higher thing, .chan 
meekly co take that name upon you, and 
‘be of chat. party, and to joyn withthe — 
right Church, and.o have the bare words 
ind picture of believers: And then conf. 
‘der whether God: will be mocked with - 
Shews, and Ceremonies, and dead Forma. 
’ Jities,: and falfe Profeffions; and whethee 
ERE Be ‘ | ; 2 - the 
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the Helefs Catkafs or Image af Chriffiani- 
ty. will be taken by God inftead of the Kfe 
and power:of it; and will ever fave'a Souh 
_ .¥ea; -wherher a falfe counterfeit Chriftian, 
‘bred up under Chriftian inftructions~ ahd 
Examples; ;-do not make your guilt fat 


‘greater; and your café. more miferable 


ghan' Americans ot Indians, that never 
treard- what you have heard: And whea 
perhaps you have fpoken againft Hypo- 
erites your felves,' whether there be any 
amore notorious Hypocrites than fuch as 
‘you, Who fay you are Chriftians, and yet 


live to the Flefh in the odious fins which — 


~ Chrift abhorreth; Think what a dreadfal 


thing it: ig co profefs a Religion which ¢on- - 


“demneth you, and tocfay over that Creed 
‘¢which you believe not., ahd thofe Petiti- 


ons inthe Lotds Prayer which you defire . 


oT 


snot, and ‘thofe Commandments which you - 


break and -will condemn you: ‘To rebel-a- 
tpainft God: while you fay you-belicve-in 


chim: -- To. defpife ‘Chrifts Government - 


while you fay you truft-him'for Salvation: 
-To ask for his Grace when.you would not 
“have it,to-fanctifie-you, and fave-you-from 


your fin: To beg Mercy: of God, ‘ard-to 


itrejet this Mercy,‘ and-to have: no Merty 
‘on: your felves. - O- think what a dole 


+ yeafe it is to fee diftratted finnersfuclFiy. 


“ae _ a pores 


94] | 
pocrites, playing with fuch. Contradi&é | 
ons, fo near Gods Bar, and in his fight: | 
Andto make¢.no better ufé of Prayers:and | 
- the name of Chriftians, and the Profeffi-: | 
oo.of the: Truth, than to give the Devil | 
amore matter.tq accufe you, and Confci> | 
' ghee co sorment you, anda righteous God , 
t9.fay to vyou.at lat, Ont of thy own month | 
will I judge thee, thou wicked Rebel, Did — 
thou-not confefs, that Jefus was the Chrift, 
and shat. thou didft believe the Gofpdl — 
and the Life to came ; : and. yet didft. live | 
 ingke-wilful difobeying of. Chrift and the 

Gofpel, and.bafe contempt :of..God and 
thy Salvation? . 0 
 Aed when you have confidered.the fad 
cafe of Hypocrites, that. call themfelves 
.Chriftiang to theie own Condemnation, 
When they. are pope fuch, then think feri. 
- gully what the Covenant was, ‘which was 
made for you in. your Baptifm, and yon 
have takenon you toown. Think. what ie 
is devotedly to truft to God as, your res 
conciled Father, and devotedly to trnft to 
Chrift,as your Saviour, your great. Teach. 
et, Governour , and Mediator. with the 
_ Father ; what it is devotedly to.truft the — 
Holy, Spirit to .illaminate ,:fanctifie and 
quicken. you, ig a ‘holy Life,, and to, ftren- 
. then and comfort you agains ,. and ae 
con os al 


4 
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alf your Trials, Confider whatit is to take 
the Flefo , the World , and the Devil; as 
they are:againft this holy. Life.and‘heaven- 
-ly Hope,for your “Enemies,and to lift your 
fetves under Chrift in a vowed War. tothe 
death againft them. : Think how you have 
perfidioufly broken'thisCovenast,on which 


“all the Hope of your Salvation Heth, And 


‘then if you dare not -uteerly ‘renounce ail 
thace Hope, prefently and refolvedly cenew 
this: Covenant.': Lament your violation of 
40 ro God :. Doiit not only ina paffion, bac 
upon ferious confideratton make thar choice 
and refolution; which you-dare fiand to at _ 
a dying hour: andon which you-may be- 


eve, that God for Chrifts: fake will ac- 


eept ‘you, and forgive you. .O think ‘what 


a: Mercy it is t- have a Saviont; who-af- 


ter all your heinous fins , will bring you 
‘eeconciled’ as Sons to God, for the me- — 
rits‘of his Sdcrificé and Righteoufnels, and 
‘by hie powerfal Interceffion, ‘and-will fend 
from Heaven ‘the Spirit of God into-your _ 
hheatrs, to renew thofe blind, dead,.carnal 


.  ‘Biinds' to God’s-tholy Image ,> atid will 


Awell in you,-and'earry on:your Sandifi- 
cation to the ¢nd: ‘Thankfully and: joyfil-— 
‘Fy accept this Covenant and Grace, and 
again give ap’ pour felves to. Ged, your 
Father, Saviour and Sanctifier; but aoe 

) 7 | at 


! 


- 
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that you do it abfolere/y, without deceit 
ful excepticons‘and referves; and that you 
do it refolvédly, and not only in afrighter 
ed mood; and yet that youdo ic asin the 
-@rength of the Grace of Chrift, not trot 
‘ing the ftedfafinefs of your own deccitfal, 
mutable Hearts. And when you can truly 
‘fy, that you unfeignedly-confent, and re- 
new this Covenant in your hearts, then go 
the next opportunity to the Sacrament of 


the Lords Supper, and chere penitently 


-and faithfully. renew it openly in the fo- 


lemn way that Chrift hath appointed you; _ 


‘thankfully profe(s your Truft in Chrift , 


 .and receive a fealed. Pardon-of your fins, 


aod Title to everlafting Life; and fertle 
your Converfation in the Communion of 


-Saints, as you hope to.live with fuch for 
"ever. ne re 


.Y 


ond 


V. Henceforward {et your felves as the 


' ,true Schollars of Chrift, to learn his Do- 


ctrine , .and as his true Subjects to know 
‘his Laws, and as thofe thac croft cheir 
Souls into his Hand , to underftand , and 
firmly believe his Promifes for this Life, 
_and that which is to come: And as the ble 


fed man, Pfal, 1,2, 3. To delight inthe Law 


ofthe Lord, and medttatq sm it day and usghr, 
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rt ‘As you Were ‘wont'to:fteal: fome hours fom | 
at Ged-and-your Mafters, to go:to the houfe 
-/t4 ‘Of Sin and Death, fo now get’ fuch hours 4s 
ya Adwfully you'cm; from tyauk ether-Eniploy- 
ijjg taents and diverfions 5 -but-efpecially onthe - 
wit Lords-days;" and get alone,’ and beg mercy — 
qe widGrace from-God, ard fet your felves to 
read the Bible, and with itixead.fome €a- 
techifms, and fome found! and ferious Trea- 
‘tifes of Divinity which. ane’ moft fuitablé to 
your flate. ste 
..Itis young men that-have mifcarried, arid 
being convinced are-willing to turn to God, 
that Iam now dirééting. ; : And. ‘therefote 
Suppofing that you will ask me what Books I 
would: commend to you, I will. anfwer you 
,. ‘accordingly (uppofing fill that you. prefer 
Aid the Bible.) 2 tt 
, For the full refolving of your Hearts — 
to a found Repentance, and a holy. life, 
;¢ vead Jofeph. Allenes ‘Book of: Converfian, 
; Richard Allens Vindication: af. Godlinefs, 
and.their Book. of Covexantsng .with God, 
4  andhis Vidory over the World, Mr.Whate- 
4 teys New>birth, and. fome of the old Ser- 
; “maons-of Repentance, fueh, as Mr. Stocks, 
i) Mr. Perkins, ‘Mr. Dikes,. Mr.’ Marburys, 
, Bunny's correcion of Parfous Book for Ree . 
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folution; Yobn :-Regers Dodrine of Faith; 


_ William Fenners Books, Sam, Smith on the 
ead H fir ft 
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firft, and the fifty firft P/alms,and his great | 
Affize,and on the Exnuchs Converfion, Bi- | 
elds Marrow, Mr. Hows bleffednefs of the — 
Righteous, and of Delighting in God. | 
And if you would have any of mine, read ~ 
the Call ro the Unconverted, or the Treatife — 
‘of Converfion, and the Direttions for found — 
Converfion, and. Now or Never, anda Saint | 
sr a Bruit, or which of all thefe Gods Pro- | 
vidence fhallaffordyou. | 
IIIf you would have help to try your hearts, — 
. left they be deceived, read Alleins forefaid — 
Book of the Covenant, and Pinkes Tryal of. — 
_ fincere' Love to Chrift, many Books of — 
gmarks are extant, Béfields, Rogers, Harf- — 
mets,Berries, &c. And Mr. Chifhull and Mr. — 
Mead of being 2lmoft Chriftians.If you would. 
have any of mine, read the Right method — 
_ for peace of Confcience, and Directions for — 
weak Chriftians, where arethe Charactersof | 
the talfe, the weak, and the ffrong. 
_ Ill. Forthe dayly Government of Heart 
' and Life, read the Practice of Piety, Scud- 
ders daily walk , Mr. Reyners direftions, _ 
(three excellent Books) Mr. Corbets {mall 
private thoughts. And if you would have © 
_ any of mine, read my Family Book, andthe — 
Divine Lifesthe Life of Faith, or the Saints” 
Ref, and for thofe that can read great ones, _ 
my Chrifiian Derettory. 
| IV. And 


~ 


, 


ee re 
IV. And it will not be’ unufeful to téad 
fome profitable Hiftory; efpecially the Lives 


of exemplary perfons, and the Furieral Ser: 


mons which charaéerize them. I have pre- 


‘ faced to two, which are eminently worth 
" your reading, and moft true, both youn 
' men, that is, Jobn Saneway’s Life, anc 
. Fojeph Alleins, and given you thie true ex- 
‘ empldry Chafaéters in theit Fufieral Ser- 


tnons of Mr. Afhurft, (an excellent pattera 


‘fox Apprentices and Tradefmen,) Mr.Stubs, 
* Mr. Corbet, and of Mr. Wadfworth , and 
| Mrs. Baker. Read Mr. Samuel Clarks 
_ Lives, and his AdZzrtyrology, and his AGr- 
 ro#r, Dr. Beards examples, or Fox?s Book 
of Martyrs. Some Chorch Hiftory , and 
- Hiftory of the Reformation; aad the Hifte- 
“ty of otrown Country; will be ufefal. 


” V. ‘As you gtow up to moré jadgnient 


- you may read methodical Sums of Divini= 


ty,efpecially Ames his Marrow;and his Cafes _ 


_ of Confcience, (which dre in Englifh tranfla= 
ted) did Conimentaries. ae 


Gicat ftore of all forts of good Books 


_ through the great mercy ofGod ate common © 


| 
| 


among us : He that cannot buy,may borrow. 
But take heed that you lofe not your time 


in reading Romances , Play Books, vain ~ 


Jefts, or feducing or reviling Difputes, of 
needlefs Controverfies. PE okay 
oo -. Ha = Thie 
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This courfe of Reading Scripture and | 
- good Books will be many ways to your 
great advantage. na er 
- 4: It will above all other ways increafe - 
your knowledge. | - | 
"2. It will help your Refolutions and holy 
‘affections and dire& your lives. : 
 g. It will make your lives pleafant ;-the 
knowledge, the ufefulnefs, the variety will | 
bea continual recfeation to you, unlefs you ° 
are utterly befotted or debaucht. 7 
4. The pleafure of this will turn you. 
from your filthy flefhly pleafure. You will 
' have no need to go for delight toa Play- 
a » 2 Drinking-houfe or to Beaftly: 


‘ 
“ 
“ 


ufts. . | | 

- g. It will keep you from the finful lofs of ’ 
time, by idlenefs or unprofitable employ- ' 
ment or paftimes. You will caft away ‘ 
Cards and Dice when you find the fweetnefs 
of ufefulLearning.  —s. _ 
But be fure that you choofe the moft ufe-. 
fuland neceffary fubjedts, and that you feek ’ 

‘ knowledge for the love of Holinefg ‘and | 
Obedience. | . rn a, 
VI. The fixth part of my advife is, for-' 
fake ill Company and converfe with fuch as wil 
be helps to your Knowledge, Holinef, and Obe- 
dsence, and not fuch as will draw yontofia 
aud mifery. nn 7 ‘i 

| You: 


2  Crry | | 
- “You-have found by fad experience what 
power ill Company hath-of fools, with fuch 


: a merxr y. Tale, a. we eee Jeft, a Scorn ° | 


’ amerry Cup, and a 
_ fwafien,: doth more than Reafon, or Gods 


ad Example and Per- 


’ Authority, or the Love of their Souls. A 
- Phyficiai may go among ‘the’Sick and Mad’ 
' to Cure them ; and a Wifeman that feeth 


ee Oe 


thefe will pitty. them, and hate fin the more. 
Bat whatdo you do there, where you have 


_ already catcht the infection of their difeafe. 
' The mind of a-man is known much by the: 
. Company which he chooftth, and if you 


. nd 


> ae 


* choofe ill, no- wonder if you fpeed ill, : Pro. 


13. 20. He that walketh with wife men flak 


. be wife 5. bit a a ion of fools foall be de- 
| froyed:' Prov. 2d. 7 


« Whofo keepeth the 


' Law 1 a wife Son, but he that 1 a companion 
" of riotous men fhameth his Father. - Pfal. 119. 
: 63. David faith, I am a companion of all 


them that fear thee, and of thew: that keep thy 


| precepts. 26. 45° §. Ihave not fate with vain 
' perfons. neither will I goin with diffemblers, 
' [have bated the Congregation of evil doers, 
_ and will not fit with the wicked. 119. 1195. 


Depart from me ye evil doers, for I wili keep 
the Commandments of my Gods 


“VIL. Efpecidlly be fure that you rar not 
willfully upon Temptation, but keep as far from 
every teripting bait, cf abjett a aot 
oo | 1 3 . ire 


ee [ 102 J | 
Fire and Gunpowder, ar Straw muft be . 
kept at a fufficient diftance, no man islong ; 
fafe at the very brink of danger, efperially 
_if it be hisown choice, and more efpegialt 
if it be a finthat his nature is much: inclined 
to. No wife man willtruft corrapted nature - 
very far, efpecially where he hath often faln_ . 
already. .The beft man that is thoutd live 
in fear, when an enticing bait of fin is near 
him. , If David that ‘prayed ,. turn: away 
mine eyes from. behalding, vanity, had: better 
practiced it, O! what heynous fin‘had he . 
efcaped ; Had he made.aCgvenant with his . 
eyes, as Job did, what wounds:had he pre- 
vented? The Feaft that you fee not,the Cup; 
’ that is a mile off, the perfon, that-js: far-di- 
ftant, the words which you hearnof, are. 
not they that you are moft in danger ef 2 
But when tempting meat and drink are be- 
fore you, and the tempting perfon hath {e- 
cret familiarity with you, and tempting or 
provoking words.are at your ears, then alas 
* many have nced of, mote Grace, Refoluti- 
en,.and Mortification than they: have. 
_ Ifyou knew well what fin is, end. what 
js the confequence ;:-you- would be more 
watchful and refolved again temptations 
than againft Thieves or Fire, or the.places 
jnfected by the Plague. © -- so 
VU. Adake ¥¢ ‘the cheif Study of your 


Lives 


a 


. oe af 7~< = 
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Lives. to underStand what mans everlafing 
bope % 4 andto get a lively well ferled belief of 
st; and to bring your fouls to.take it joyfully 


. for your true felicity and end, and thence daily. — 
. to fetch the powerful motives of your duty and 
. Your patience, and yorr. contenting comfort.se 
, dLife and atyour Death © - Seta 


The end is the Life of all the means. 


If heavenly, bleffednefs be not the chief exd 
. that you live, hope and labour for in the 


World, your whole lives will be but carnal 
vain and the. way to mifery: for the means. 
can be no better than the End. God that is 
the beginning is our End ,;:We are made 
and governed by Him and for Him. . Hea- 


| a ed | is the fight of his Glory, and: 


- the 


verlatting perfeétion and pleafure of 


- joyful matualLove. 2. 2 
_ But we are not the ‘nobleft Creatures _ 


— 


~ pext to God in excellency- and defert, yea. 


we are finners who have deferved to be.eaft 
out from his Love.. And therefore as inthe. 
way we mult come to.him by aSaviours fo at: 
the bleffed end we muft enjoy himby a Me- 


’ diator,.and to fee Gods -Glory in Chritt 
_ and the Heavenly Ferxfalem:, the bleffed. 
: fociety of Saints and Angels, continually . 


flaming in Love, Joy and. Praifes to the: 
moft holy God. This, this is the felicity for. 
which we labour, fuffer and hope. . ~~ 
“eo | H4 2.And 


: 7 E roy J 
: 2, And O ! how great, and how néed- 


\ 
J 
d 


fula work it is, to fearch, ftudy ‘and pray 
for fo firm a belief of this unfeen ‘Glory, as 
Rlay.fo refolvey engage, and comfort us in - 

good . nieafure, as. if we had feen it . 
with thefe eyes ?..O !. what memwould oné. - 
_ hours being in heaven.make us, ‘or. one-cleak 
fight of it? Faith hatha gféater work todo 
than ‘a dreaming or dead opiion ‘can per- 
fotm. : (If it be-not-well grounded firft, and - 
welt:exercifed upon Gods Love, Promife . 
avd Slory from. day to-day,’ you will find 


cautfe (fadly) to lament the weéaknefs of it: ) 
For this ufe ydu :have great need of the help . 


of fuch Books; aé-open: clearly the evident 


“werd of the Chiiftian verity, ‘which Ihave 
_ breifly..done: in: the beginning of the 2d. . 
part of my Life of Faith, and more largely _ . 
in 2 other Books, viz. The unreafonablenef. of 
Infidelity,and the reafons of the Chriftian Reli« 
_ dion.A firm belief of the World tocome, is | 
it that muft make us ferious Chriftians, and | 


over-come the fnates of worldly vanity. 

- And your Faith beirig well fetled , fet 
your felves dayly to ufeit, and live by it, 
dwell in the joyful-hopes of the heavenly 


Glory. what is a man that liveth not inthe 


ufe of Reafon ?. And you muft know that you 
have as daily ufefor your Faith, as for your 
Reafon. ‘Without reafon you can neither 

sos 7. | fafely 


fin paft, and from the .guilt of daily failings, 
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fafely eat or drink,ner converfe with men is — 
aman, ‘but asa Bedlam, nor do any bifinef$ 
that concerneth you ‘and therefore you 
muft Live -by yoiir Reafons And without | 
Faith ‘you cannot pleafe:God , nor obtain 
Salvation, no nor ufe your Reason fot any 
thing higher than to ferve your appetites 
and purvey for the flefh, and therefore you 
mult Live by Faith, or live like Beafts, and 


" @ ger’ t@ , 


ference between living chiefly upon and‘for 
an Earthly flefhly felicity, ora heaventy 
is the great difference’ between ‘the holy 
and the unholy, ‘andthe fore-goer of. the — 
difference, between thofe in Heaven and 
thofeinHellK © 
TX: Stillremember that the great Means, 
of all the: good that hére or hereafter you - 
can expect; is thé great Mediator, the great 
Feacher, Ruler and Interceffor for his peo- 
le. And therefore out of him youcan do 
nothing. All dutv that-you offer to God 
muft be by his Mediaticn,and fo muftall mer- 


"cy which yowreceive from God. “Tocome 


to God by him, who is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, muft be your daily work of © 
Faith. His blood muft wafh you from alf 

and 


( ; . 
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and infirmities. None. but he can effediually 
teach you to know Godand your felves,your - 
duty and your everlafting hopes.None buthe 
can render your perfons, praifes and aGtions - 
acceptable to God, becaufe you arefinners, — 
and unmeet for Gods acceptance without a . 
Mediator. All power in heaven and Earth . 
is given him, and your Lives andSoulsare . 
at his will; and itis hethat muft judge you, 
and. with whom yeu hope tolive in Glory. 
Therefore you muft fo live by the Faith of . 
the Son of God, who hath loved you and | 
and given himfelf for you, that you may fay 
it re at liveth in yous Gal.22021. ‘This 
is the Fountain from.whence you mutt daily 
fetch your ftrength andcomfort,. ssi 
- “X, And ftill remember that itis by the — 
eperation of the holy Spirit, that .the Father 
and the Son. do fandifie Souls, and Regene- 


tee and breed them pp.for Glory. . It isby. 
the Bl 


’ 
é 


oly Ghoft, that God dwelleth in us by 
Love,and, Chrift by Faith. Therefore fee that 
you reft not in corrupted nature, ,and trutt 
nat to. your felves,-or,tothe Flefh. . Your 
fouls are. dead to God :and Holinef, and 
‘your duties dead, till the Spirit :of,,Chritt 
do quicken them. -You are bhad to God 
and mad in fin, till the fpirie illuminate you, 
and give you underftanding. Youre like 
Enemies out of Love with God,Heaven.and 

er (0) | 


— 
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Holinefs.,, .till this Spirit reconcile you and 
fanctifie your wills. You will have no man- 
like fpiritual holy pleafure, till the Holy - 
Spirit renew your hearts, and make them 
fir to delight in.God. © that men knew 
the great neceflity of the. illumisiating, quick- 
ning, fanéifying-, comforting influence of 
the Spirit of God, how far would they be 
from deriding it, as fome prophane ones do, 
By this Holy Spirit the facred Records were 


- written,and by miracles of Chrift and. his 


Apoftles, and Evangeliftsand Prophets,feal~ 
ed and-delivered to the Churches. And by. 
this Spirit the orderg and Government of 
the Church were fetled.. And by himwe 
are inlightned:-to underftand the Scripture, 
and inclined to Love them aad delightfully — 
believe them and obey them. seal there- 
fore obediently thefe Writings of the Holy 
Ghoft, and confidently truft them. O! be 
not found.among the refifters, or negicéters 
of the Spirits help and mations, when proud 
felf-confidence or flefhly lufts do rife againft 


thm 0 eek: | 
_ Chrifts. bodily prefestce is taken from the 
Earth, ‘he -promifed ‘inftadd of it (which was 
but in one place at once). to fend :bis Spirit 
which is to the foul more than theSun light 
tothe Eye,‘ and can fhigie inall the wortd at 
ence: .This is his Agent on Earth, by whom 
een, ior ae 
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(in Teachers and :Learners) he carrieth on 
his faving work. . This is his Advocate who 
 pleadeth his caufe effedually againft unbe- 

feif and flefhly lufts, and worldly wifdom. 
This isthe well of living water,{pringing up 
in us. to. Everlafting life} the name,’ the 
mark of God: on Souls, the Divine. Re- 
generator, the author of Geds Holy Image, 
and the Divine ‘Nature; even Divine life, 
and light and love, the Conqueror .of: the 
World and Flefh , the ftrengthner ‘of the 
weak, the confirmer. of the wavering, the 
comforter of the fad;:and‘the pledge, ear- 
neft and. firft fruits of everlatting life: © O 
therefore pray. earneftly. for the Spirit of 
Grace, and carefalty’bbey him, and joy- 


~ 


fully praife God, in the fence of his holy en- 


~ couragement and help- iy 
| fee a a 


Sete oo sels nines # i 
—-  CHAPRSIX, 

Additional | Counfel to Young mex 3 ; whe are 

bred up to Learnings and Publick work, 

‘efpecsally to the Sacred Miniftry inthe Uni- 

: werfities and Schools i. 


Gu ; T was the cafeiof the Losin kk pren- 


tices,who are neareft me, andl have - 


oft 
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oft to do with, which firft provoked me to 
this work, and therefore which was chief 
in.my intention. But had-I as near oppor- 
tunity to be a Counfellor to others, There 
are.three forts whom I fhould have prefer- 
red, for the fake of the Church and King- 
dom, to which they are of greater fgnit.- 
Cation.. He 

I. Thofe in the Schools and Univerfi- 
ties, who are bred up for the Sacred Mini- | 


Th Thofe there, andin the {nns of Court | 
708 are bred up to the knowledge of the _ 


Ww. | 
NIL TheSonsofNoblemen, Knights and 
others, that are bred up for fome places of 
Government in the Kingdom, according to 
their feveral ranks. And of thefe itis the 
firft that I fhall moft freely fpeak to. | 
-§. 2. And fir I fhall mention the Jpor- 
tance of their cafe, andfecondly the Danger 


_ that they are in of mifcarrying, and what 
_ they fhould do to efcape it. 


- 3. I, And indeed their condition as 


‘they prove good or bad, is of unfpeakable 
_ importance. 


1. To the Church and the Souls of | 

nen. | 

2. Tothe Peace of the Kingdom. 

~ 3g. Tothemfelvés. And, | a 
, , | i 4. To | 


‘~Fri0ojy | 

4; To their Parents,' above the common 

‘cafe of others. ae 
_§. 4. 1. Of how great importance the 
Quality of the Clergy is to the Church and 
mens Salvation, many thoufands have found 
_ to theit Joy and Happiness, arid I fear many 
more thoufarids to their forrow and deftru- 
ion. And then of what importance the 
Quality of Scholars and Young Candidates, 
is to the foundnefs of the Clergy, I néed not 


many words to make men of reafon and ex~ | 


perience know. | - . 
§. 5. 2. God who: hath inftituted the 
facred office, and by_his Spirit qualifieth 


men for the work, doth pane work ac- 


cording to the fitnefs of their work, and qua- 
Lfications. As hedoththe works of Nature 
according to the fitnefs of Natural fecond 


caufes, (giving more light by the Sun,thanby ~ 


_ aStar or Candle, cc. fo he doth the works of 
Morality, according to the fitrefs of Moral 
Canfes. HéJinefs is the true Morality, and 

ufually wrought by holy means. And though 
it be fofupernatural in feveral refpeds (as 
it is wrought by the fupernatural revelation, 

or doctrine , or a fupernatural Teacher 

_ Chrif, by the operation of the holy Ghoft,. 
a ftipernatural Agent, commonly called in- 

fufion, and raifing the foul to Goda fuper- 

natural object; and to a better ftate than 
_~ that 


: 


J 


Cunry 


that of corrupted nature) yet we are natural 


recipients, and agents, and it is our atural 
facnities which Grace reneweth, and be- 
ing renewed exercife the afts of holinefs ; 


* and God worketh onus according to our na. 


ture, and by caufes fuited to our capacities 


_ and to the work.As he ufeth not to give men 
_ the knowledge of Languages, Philofophy or 
' any Art, by the Teaching of the ignorant 
"and unskilful, fo much as by Learned skilful 


Teachers,we mutt fay the fame of our Teac- 


hers of facred Truth: and though Grace be 


the gift of the holy Ghoft, experience 


~ conftraineth all forts of Chriftians almoft to 
, acknowledge what I here affert. Why elfe 


do they fo earneftly contend, that they may 
live under the Teachers which they count 


| the beft ? Will Hereticks teach men the 


Truth as wellas the Orthodox; why then 
isthere fucha ftir made again Hereticks.in 
the World? and why are the Clergy foea- 
ger to filence fuch as: Preach down that, 


| which they approve. Will Papifts cheofe 


Proteftant Teachers, or Proteftants cheofe 
Papifts. . 7 | 
And as men are unfit to teach others, that: 
which they know not themfelves,. fo unbe-. 
lieving men, and unholy men, are far lefs 
ht to perfwade the hearers to Faith and Ho- 
linefs, than believing holy Teachers are. 
a | | ‘Though 


Eau] 
Though fome of them may be furnifhed 


with thefame notions and words which feri- | 
‘ous Godly Teachers ufe, yet ufually, even — 


in that, they are greatly wanting : becaufe 


they have not fo throughly ftudied faving _ 
Truth;: nor percieved its evidence, nor fet — 
their hearts upon it, nor deeply recieved and — 
retained it. For ferious affection’ quickneth _ 
the mind to ferious confideration, and cau- — 
feth men fpeedily and deeply to recieve that _ 
truth, which others recieve but flowly, — 
fuperficially, or not.at all. How cagerly | 


and profperoufly do men ftudy that whic 


they ftrongly love? And how hardly do 
they learn that, which they have no delight _ 
_in? muchmore which they hate, and their . 


very natures are againft?. 


‘Bat if an Hypocrite fhould have good no- 
tionsand words, yet he will ufually.be great- - 


ty wanting in that ferious delivery, which | 


_ is ordinarily needfull to make the Hearers ° 


ferious Chriftians. It feldom reacheth the: * 
heart of the Hearer, which cometh not | 


fromthe heart of the Speaker. As light - 
caufeth light, fo heat caufeth heat; Andthe ° 


- dead are unfit to generate Life. The arrow 
will not go far or.deep, if both the Bow and 
Arm be not ftrong that fhoot it; conftant 
experience telleth us undeniably , of the 
different fuccefle of the reading or faying of 


a Pul- 


ee ee ee | 


ed r 


Pulpit-leffon, or a dall; of a mete affeded 
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"Speech, & of the judicious,lerious Explicati« 
’ on, @zapplication of well chofen matter;which 
' the experienced Speaker well underftand- 
- éth,’' and which he uttereth from the feeling 


es ey t we 


ofhis Soul. And the Love of a Benefice; 
ho, nor of applaufe neither, will not make 
& man preach in that manner, asthe love of 


- God, and the lively belief of heaven and hell, 


and as the defire of faving Souls will do. The 


means will-bé chofen and ufed, and the work 


‘ Sa Ree, eee et gle 
tee 
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done, agreeably to the principle and the end. 


_ But if a Stage-Hypocrite fhould learn 
the knack;: or art of preaching, with. af- 
fected fervency, and feeming zeal, yet, 
“Are and Paint-will not reach the power and 


beauty of Nature: Ufually affe@ation be-. 


‘yrayeth it felf ; and when it is difcerned, 


| ‘the EHtypocrifie is loathed : And it faileth or- 
| Jdinarily,.in paint.of Conftancie: Will the 
| :Flypocrite pray -alwaies. Fob 27.10. Att | 
-wil not hold out like Nature : (when the 
| motives of Gain (whichis their Godlinefs) 
-ceafeth, the pleafure of applanfe, the méaos 
‘will ceafe.. Yea, ufually it turneth toa ma- 
‘fignant reviliig of the ‘ferious ‘piety which 
they counterfeited before , of of the per- 
“fons, whof@' dpplavfe: they. did affed: For 


where the‘Hy pocrifie cf! the:Preacher is dif 


_ - covered, by his‘ conbidry felf-condemning 


-words, or life , and the people accofding- 
| I { 


a 


y 
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ly judg of him ashe is, his proud heart can-_ 
got bear it, . but he turnetha malicious re+ ~ 

proacher of thofé, whofe applaufe he . 
Faght, thinking by difgraceing them, to . 
defend his own efteem, by making their | 
cenfure of him incredible, or contemptible. - 
And if the Hypocrite fhould hold on his . 
Stage affectation, with plaufible arts yet it ° 
will not reach to an anfwerable difcharge of . 
the reft of his minifterial work: It is from | 
men, thathe expecteth hisreward; and in | 
the fight of men, onthe publick Stage thag ; 
he appeareth in his borrowed Glory. But | 
inhis Family, or his Converfation, or hie ~ 
minifterial Duty to men in private, he ane | 
fwereth not his publick fhew. He will not _ 
fet himfelf to inftry&, and win’ the igno- 
rant and impenitent, and zealoufly to fave ~ 
men from their fins, and to raife mens — 
earthly mindsto Heaven, by praying with 
them,. aiid by heavenly difcourfe, and by a 
heavenly Gonverfation: nor will he be at 
_ much coft, orlabourto do good. _ 
~§. 6. But alas, the far greateft part o 
bad unexperienced Clergie men,. do prove 
.fo hartful to the Church, ,that they have 
not fo much as the Hypocyites feeming — 
Zealand Holynefs. to cloak. their fin, or 
profit their people with. The fadcafe of 
the Chriftian World, proclaimeth this; not 
. ge 2 ree, * only 


Cus]. ; 
- only in the Southern and Eaftern Churches 


| (Abaffia , Egypty Syrity. Armenia, the. 


Greeks, and. Mofcovites, &c¢. nor only the 
* Papifts Priefts inthe Welt, buttoo great a 
‘ number in the Reformed Churches. And 
- it is more lamentable than wonderful: Fort 
‘ there gocth fo much to the general planting 
‘ ofa worthy. faithful Miniftry, thatitis the 
: great Mercy of God, that fuch are’ not 
~Moreraré; «|. - —_? 
4, If they have not Natural Capacity, 
- there is not matter for Art and Ordinary 
-Gracetoelevate.: ... | a os 
: 2. And if this Capacity be not improv- 
ed by diligent and long ftudy (which moft 
» will not undergo) it is no wonder if it be 
-gfelefs, ormuch worfe. : =... 

* 3) -Andif it beviot: direéted by a found 
and skilful Teacher, but fall into the hands 
of an erroneous, or bad Guide; you may 
jeonjedure what the Fruits willbe. 

|. 4 And if that good parts and ftudies be 
inot keptfrom the mifchievous enmity of a 
| Worldly Mind, and Flefhly Lufts, how 
“ eafily are they corrupted, and turned againft 
‘ their ufe and end, to the great hurt of the . 
: Charch, and-of themfelves. the, 

" —g,, And if thofe that choofe Prelates, 
or Church-Governours fhould: be ei- 
‘ther. df corrupted Judgments, wicked 
ae Ta - Hearts, 
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Hearts, or vicious Lives, how probable fs 
ir, that. they will.choofe fuch as themfelves, 
or at leat, fuch as will not: much crofs 

their Lufts. . - . 
6. And if fuch worldly and wicked Pre- 
fates be the Ordainers, Examiners, Judges, 
and Infticutors of the Inferior Clergie, or 
be their Rulers, it's eafie to know what fort 
of men they will Intreduce and Countenance, 
and whatfort they will filence,and difcourage. 
_ 9. And if Lay-Paerons have the choice of 
Parifh Paftors, and moft, or many of them 
fhould be fuch, as Chrift tells us: the Rsch 
+ moft ufually are, ‘a: worldly, and fenfual: 
fort of men, orfuch as have no. lively fenfe 
of Heavenly things, we:may cafily conje-: 
Qure, what men fuch-are likely to orefent. : 
8. And if the people have any where,. 
(as anciently) the Choice when mott of them: 
‘are bad, what men will they choofe: Or: 
if they have not the choice, yet they are fo. 
confiderable, that their Confent, or Dif- 
fent, Love, or Hatred, will fway much: 
with thofe that much live among them. But; 
‘Imnftafterward fay more of thefe Impedi- 
ments. | | ' 
§. 7. And asalf thefe Impediments are; 
like to make worthy Paftors to be:rare, fo; 
its certain that their naughtinefs of  fuch isy 
like to make them exceeding hurtful, which 
iscafily gathered from 1. Whaq 


| 


C77 
I. ‘What they will be. ge 

7 Whe What they will do. _ ae 
> jg 3- In what manner they willdo it. Ip 

di which, the effects may be probably fore= 
‘ feen. Andy. = ie gi oie od 
- 1. Uy ja fuppofed that they will be world- 

ly minded men, that will: take Gate for 
— Godlinefs, and will judgether to be the beft 
: qufe, and, thofe the beft perfons, who 
. molt befriend their worldly lotereft. T hey 
, will love the Fleece thore than the. fafety of 
| the Flock, and their. Benefices, more thes 
' the benefit of the people’s Souls; they will - 
: ferve their Bellies more than Chrift, Phil. 3. 
18. Rom. 16. 17. and being Lovers of the 
_ world, they will be real enemies tq .God. 


root of all Evil. As chan, and Gehexis 
_ they will chink they have reafon for what 


, betray their Mafter. ; .- — : 
2. And their flefhly defires will haye lit- 
tle reftraints, but what one fin doth put up- 
; on another, or Gods controuling Provis 
. dence givethem. Their Reputation may 
make them avoid that which would be their 
. difgrace - But. fecretly, they will ferve | 
their Appetites, and Flefhly Lufts. For they 
 syvill not. have-Gods effeétual Grace, nor. 
much tendernefs of Confcience to reftrain — 


13  . | 3. And 


_—ee oe eee cares oe 


shem, .. 


they do ; andif.tempted, will with Judas 
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3. And Pride will be their very Nature. -! 
_ Efteem and applaufe will be taken for their * 
due, and feem as neceflary tothem,’ alniolt-* 
as‘the Air, and as VVater toa Fifh.:-Ambi- 
tion will be, their Complexion 3 and will 
adtuate their thouglits.: And all thefé Vices 
will fo corrupt: theit judgments, ‘that there © 
will want little more, than worldly Inte- : 
_Yelt-and temptations, ‘to turn them to any + 
Herefie, or itl Defign. a 
:» And itis much tobe feared, that their‘ 
prophanation of-Holy things will make them | 
worfesand moré impenitent than other met. : 
Partly, by the Righteous‘ Judgment of God : 
forfaking them ; and ‘partly, -by the hard- © 
ning of theit own hearts, ‘by long. abufe of ' 
tliat: trath’ which’ fhould have fanctified « 
them :' For when they ‘have imprifoned it ; 
in unrighteoufhefs, and long plaid, as Hypo- : 
ctites, ‘with that, which they preached and 
profeffedto believe, cuftom will fo harden | 
them, that their knowledge will have little : 
power ontheirHeafts. = 
~“" 21y. And no wonder if the Fruit be like : 
the Tree. Thefe Vices will not be idle, : 
nor bring forth Holy, or Juft-Effets.  — 
1, It?s likely they will make it the chief : 
care of their minds, to get that; which they - 
mofttove. And that they will ftudy  pre- : 
ferment (which is the Clergic-mans near- : 
cftwaytowealth.) == - ~ 2, And 


f 
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: .2, And thén’they muft be Flatterers of 
, thofe thatcan preferr them. Or. at leaft, 
. Mut not ferioufly call them: to repentance, 
. ortellthemof theirfin, <= >. | 
- 3. In all differences,‘ of what Confe- 
; guence foevers they will ufually pafs their 
- judgment on the fide of fuch as can preferr, 
. or hurt them... See 
. 4 In. Religious contraverfies they will 
ulally be on the fide,thatis fortheir wordly 
; lntereft, be it right, or wrong. ; 
| '§. They will harden great men in their 
. fins, by: flattering them. — _ 
' 6, They will harden the: prophane, by 
( Pleafing them in their ignorance and ungodli- 
| tes, to get them ontheir fide. 
‘9, They will be Enemies to the ferious: 
_ Religious people, becaufe they difcern the 
| Vice and Hypocrifie, which they would- 
| conceal, and becaufe they honout fuch as fear: 
{ the Lord; while vile Perfons are cantemued 
Intheir Eyes, Pfal 15. 4.. ee 
| & They will turn their preaching again(t 
{ fuch, partly to vent their. malignant Spleen, - 
. tid partly.to overcome them astheir Ene-_ 
Miés, Hereupon they will defcribe their 
|{erious piety, as Faction, Self Opinion, 
‘td Hypocrifie, and will raife jealoufies 
- Maint them in. the minds of Rulers, and 
 Wcreafe the Rabbles malignity and rage, 
- 14 


| and 
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and will extenuatethe fin.and danger ‘of the : 


moft ungodly fort, thattaketheir own part, °: 


‘gy. They: will:fhame their Office: and. 


Profeffion, by bafe. mutability, turning 


with the Time and: Tide, as Temptations - 


from their worldly Intereft: fead_ them. 


10. They. will by their making lightof 
Godlinefs, and by the fcandal,:or unholy= : 


nefs of their own Converfations , make the : 


valgar believe that GodlinefsS <is either a ; 
cheat, or a. matter of meer words, and { 
autward obfervances, andto beof theRe. : 
ligion of their Rnlers, and a:thing to keep : 
men in fqgme.awe and order in'a worldly ; 


bile, fecetea. 3. | : 
11. Theirignorance oft makes them une 


‘ 


fir far hard Controverfies, aad* yet their - 


pride ‘and -malignity will make them for: | 


ward to talk iof-what they underftand not, 
aud to take thencean occafion to revile thofe 
whom they diflike, and fpeaking evil of 
what they never knew, they will make up 
their want of knowledge, with outward 
Titles, pretended Authority, confident 
Affirmation, cenforisus Reproach, and vi- 
olently opprefling by power the Gainfayers, 
. 12, Hany mans Confcience be -awakned 
to call htm to true Repentance, they will 
either tell him it is needlefs melancholy trou- 

ble, and give him an opiate of fome flat- 
* ees * - os tering 
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tering falfecomfort, ‘or. preach phoney | 
again, with unfuitable things, or a cold, 
dull, formal kind of managing holy things. 
'-§. 9. And fuch aretoo often the plagues ~ 


ofthe Church and State, as well as-injgrious 


to individual Souls,,  - i 

1. Their Ignorance, or fcandalous Ambi« 
tion, Covetoufnefs, and other fins, :do ren- 
der them fo contemptible in the Eyes of ma- 
ny, that it tends to make the Church, and 


ae J 


all Religion fo. And when Nobles, Gen- 


tlemen, and People think bafely of: the Mi- 


 niftry, Church, and Religion for . their 


fakes,. how fad is the cafe of fuch a people. 


' The Gofpel is half taken away. from a 


~ Girdle, and his: 


Nation, when’tis taken out of their efteem, 
and brought under their reproach and fcorn: 
And:a.fcomed Clergie will prepare for the 
fcornittg of Religion: And an ignofant, or 


worldly ambitious , flefhly, {candalous 


Clergie,. will be afcorned Clergy with two 


_ many." Erafmus much difgraced the Ger- 


mane Proteftants, when he defcribed fome 
of them, ee Bottle of Wineat their 

| ranflation of the New Te 
ftament intheir hands, ready to difpute for . 
it with blows: And fo do many’ that tell 


* the world how many of the Lutheran Mini- 


ftersare given to excefsof Drink, and un-_ 
peaceable reviling of Diffenters. -And-the - 
_ fame 
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fame .Brafmas, much depreciated either Bi-  _; 
fhops,; or: Scotifts,, when fpeaking of the ; 
Scatiit, Bifhop of Londox, who was Dr. 
 Colleps. Adverfary, he faith, J have known 
fome: fucb- whom I wonld. not call Knaves, 
but never one, whom I could call a Chrifts< 
an. Not only: Drunkennefs and bruitifh fins, 
but -factitioulnefs, exvys unpeaceablenefs, Con- 
tentioufue/s,. and efpecially a proud and word- 
ly mizd, . will be-in moft mens Eeyes, more 
ugly ina Minifter,: than others: For where 


there is adouble Dedication: to God, that - | 


which is Common, will feem Uncleany and 
when ther¢ fhould bea double HolynefS, fin 
willappear tobedouble fins © «= | 
2. And indeed a carnal wordly: Cler- 
gie ate oft the moft powerful and obftinate 
hinderérs .of the Peace, and qnietnef$ of 

_ChurchandState: ht 
| 1, By fitting themfelves to the-hytaours 
_of thofe, in whofe power their preferments 
are, be it never fo much to the injury of 
mens Souls, Bodies, or Effates, or again{t 
the publick good and fafety ! Or elfe, lead- 
ing’the ‘people into errour for popular aps. 
plaufe,- - Sa oe . . 
2. Byadomineering hamour, in matters 
of Religion : taking themfelves Law-giv- 
- ersto others, and taking their witts and 
wills for uncontroujable; laying Heaven 
- a and 
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and Hell upon their own’ Inventions or ‘Con- 
ceits, and the ControvePfies which they end- 
telly make, but underftarid not, and hereti-, 


cating, or anathematizing: fuch’as take them 


not for Oratles,. or Rabbi’s, that mutt -not 
begainfayd) 2 


“~ 


3. And by Corrupting the Chriftian Re- 


figion, and Church, by departing from the 


Chriftian fimplicity, and purity ; andform- — 
ing Doétrine, Worfhip, and Government) 
according to their own carnal worldly minds 


andintereft. 7 7 . 
« 4 And than militating againft the beft 


that contradi& them, or ftoop not to them, — 


though.it be tothe diftraétion and divifion 


ofthe Churches. Aid ufually they arethe 


hardeft to-be brought. to peace, and recon- 
ciliation, and do moft againttit, whenever 


it isattempted by Peace-makers, who pitty | 
the. woeful cafe of fuch a felf-difturbing peo- 


ple. 3 aes mee 
- §. 10, All this hath been folong mani- 
feftedto the fad-Experience of mankind, in 


. moft Nations, and Ages of the Chriftian 


World, thatitisnetto be denyed, or con- 


~ cealed. And fhould we pretend the Honour 


of the Church and Clergie, for thedenying, 
or thehiding of fuch grievous Sins, it would 


‘but make'us partakers of the guilt, and dif- 


pleafethe moft Holy God, who, will have 


fin ae 


i 
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fm in whomfoever fhamed, and hardey 
others who are ready to imitate- them, 
The Holy Scriptures open and fhame the 
efins even of Adam, of Nog, of Lot, 
of David, of Solomon, of Peter, and of 
Gods chofen people the Fews: and this 
- wag not. a faulty uncovering of their naked- 
nefs, butaneceflary difgrace of fin, and ma- 
nifeftation of the Holynefs and’ Juttice of 


God, and a warning to others that we fhomld — 


wot fin with fuch Examples before our Eyes, 
1 Cor.10.6,7,8. | | 
_ Thave written the Hiftory of the Bifhops, 
and Councils of former Ages, in which, 
with their virtues, {have opened, their mif- 
carriages : fome blame it, as if it were une 
covering their nakednefs. ButJ have faid 
nothing but what is openly proclaimed of 
them Jong agoe, by their own aie flat- 
terers ; and it was Chrift himfelfthat faid 


Remember Lot’s Wife: The Pit which fo | 


many have fallen.into,.‘muft be uncovered, 
and God, and Holynets muft be honoured, 
rather than thofe that difhonour them by fin: 
Sin confeffed and forfaken, is not fo. dange- 
yous, as fin denyed, and extenuated :. He 
that hideth it, fhall not profper. Sin is a 


reproach to any people, Pro. 14. 34. and — 


6. 33- Even God that forgiveth it to the pe- 
nitent, will fhame it, to keep others from 
7 com 
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Chrifts Kingdom ; fetting up therpfelves, 
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véminitting it. He ‘thar mincetl;. or bbd- 


eth ep tempreth others to imitate it. 


Alas what work havea worldly, proud. 
‘and ignorant Clergie made in moft Chriftiai 
Nations; thefe thirteen hundred years. 
Athanafius, Chryfoftoms, Ifidore-Pelufio- 
ta, cc. but efpecially, excellent Gregory. 
Naxiancene have told it us, even of their 
fiourifhing times, ‘more plainly than I now 


. intend todo: They have loved this prefent 


world : fome fet themfelves by venting new 
and odd opinions, to draw Difciples after 
them for applaufe; fome furioufly heretica- 
ting them that differed from them by ‘ambi- 
guous words ; and making themfelves Lords 
of the Faith of others, and making their ig- 
norant Diéates the Oracles of the Church : 


: oN fhould be thought wifeft and 


deft, but efpecially who fhould be greateft, 
as if Chrift had never judged in that Contro- 
verfie: Flattering Emperours and Princts, 
tillthey got Wealth and Power by them, 
and then over-topping them, and troubling | 
the World by Rebellious, and Bloody 
Warrs. Tearing the Churches in pieces, - 


on pretence of Union, and killing, and bura- * 
- dng menon pretence ef Faith and Charity, 


and Curfing from Chrift his faithful Ser- 
‘vants, on pretence of ufing the Keyes of 


and 


— 
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‘nda worldly-Kingdom, on pretence of the 
Spiritual Government of Chrift $2 naking 
_Merchandize of Souls, on pretenceof feed- 

#ing, and roling them, cherifhing the people 
in Ignorance, and floth, and carnality, that 
they might be more. obedient to their Ty- 
ranny, and leffe capable of oppofing its 
hating, and deftroying the moft confciona- 
ble Chriftians, ,as Hereticks, or Schifma- 
ticks, becaufe they are the greateft Enemies 
to their Sin, and defires of Reformation ; 
provoking Princes to become the: bloody 
Perfecutors of fuch, for the upholding of 

their worldly State and Dignity, yea, mak- 
ing them their LiGors or Executioners, 
todeftroy fuch asthey condemn. 
Such work as this, hath deftroyed the 
Greeks, or Eaftern Churches, fet up Tarkg(o 
Tyranny, by dividing Chriftians, weak- - 
ning, and ruining the Emperors, making 
Religion a meer Image of lifelefs formality, 
_and Ceremony, anda powerlefs dying thing. 
Such a Clergie hath darkned, and lamenta- 
bly brought low the Chriftian Churches in 
 Mofcovie, Armenia, Georgia, Mengrelia, 
Syriay Abaffiay and extirpated thertin Nae’ 
@ ia, and brought them in Italy, Poland, — 
Hungary, Spain, France, and moft of Ger- 

_ many to whatthey are: Sucha Clergie have 

brought Jreland from the laudable State 
| 7 - which | 
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_ which it wasin, in thedays of Afalacbias,as 


Bernard defcribed it, into. the barbarous, 


_ briutifh, ignorance and bloody. inhumanity. 
_ at which it is now arrived ; and had the ~ 
. chief hand.in the murder of two hundred 
. thoufand perfons in the late: Rebellious in- 
_ furreétion ; fuch a Clergy had a chief hand 
in the civil wars in England in the reign of 


| Wiksam Rufus, King Stephen, Hen. 3. King, 


eS Pe Lee .. 
—EE 


ee 


- forexecuting the Lawes againft them, and 


Sohn, Gc. the fubje& of Pryns Hiftory of 
the Treafons of Prelates: And alas fuch a 
corrupt fort of Minifters keepeth up the 
divifion of the German Proteftants, under 


the name of Lutherans and Calviuifts, about 
| Confubftantiation, Church-] mages, and do- 


Grines of Predeftination not underftood. 
And had the Low-Countries ever had ‘the 
ftirs between Remonttrauts and Contra-re* 
monftrants, Or England and Scotland ever 
had the miferable contentions , warres and 
cruelties between the former Epifcopal par- 
‘ties, and the Laudians, or between them 
and the Presbyterians and Independents; and 
all the filencings, and woefull contentions 
and Schifms that have. thence followed, if 
the vices of the Clergy had not been the caufe. 
And had we. continued in this cafe thefe 
twenty years laft, filenciyg., reviling and 
profecuting about two thoufand con{cionable 
Preachers, and writing and preaching ftill 


the 
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the prdfecated pegple flying from_fuch 4 
Clergy as ravening Wolves, And fome cenfi- 
ring theintiocent with the guilty,couldall this 
* have-been done by a wife, holy, and peace- 
able Glergy, that ferved God in. felfdenyal, 


- and knew what it is to feek the good of 


Church and fouls? When we-yet continue 


under the fame diftra@ions and convulfions, | 


and allcry out thata flood of mifery is 


breaking in on the Land, and like to 


overwhelm us all, and ftill it is the Clergy 
that cannot or will not be reconciled, but 
‘animate Rulers and people againft each 
other,,and cannot or will not find the way 
of peace ; yea all would be foon healed in 
probability; could the Nation but procure 
the Clergy to confent ; certainly there is fome 


grievous difeafe in our felves, -whichislike . 
to. pove mortal tofucha Kingdom, andthat . 


while fo many pray and ftrive for- peace. 


. Thofe men that have no more skill or wil to | 


heal the wounds,and ftop the blood of a faint- 


ing Church and State,nor wil by any reafon or . 


_ humble importunity be intreated to confent 
to the cheap and neceflary cure, no nor to 
hold their hands from continued ‘tearing of 
us, dotellall the world that they are fadly 
‘wanting in fitnefs for their facred‘office, and 
‘that this unfitnefs is like to coftan endanger- 
ged Natiof déar. * 67 oe 


.- 123. Wo, i 


- Pe ior ae oe me - ee pees 


._ faithful” and” 
- +the Land that hath fach, | 


ee 


© oe as 
ee ee 


ee eo ot ns 

- “Wo, we, Wo, t that Ctrarct that fiach 
| ites, Ungodly, Unexperienced 5 
Prot, W él F lechty, Unskilful, un- 
Malignant Paftors, and fhat 

hath Wolves inftead of Shepherds ; wo to 
hat Wo to the Prince 

and States that have. and follow fuch Coun- 
fellérs, and tothe Souls that are fubverted 
by them. Alas! from a bad Clergy hath 
{prung the preateft calamities of the Cliur- 


ches, in all places. to.thig very day.” |” 


 §, 44; Bat will fach mietis fins prove 
lefs woful t6 themfelves than others. 

~* Nos "r. Ht js the fin'and guile it felf, whicts 
- 2. They appravate their fin atid guilt by 
aperfidious violating a double vow, their 
Baptifmal Vow of Chriftianity, arid. their 


| is the greateft evil: 


ta ae Vow to be Faithful Minifters of 


3. They ggravate their guilt by their 


hearnefs td God in their Office,and Wotks, 


as Aarons two Sons that were ftruck dead, 
Lev. 10, 25 3. For God will be. antlifyed 
3n them,that come nigh him; and before all the 


people he. will be glorifyed. The examples — 
| of the Bech-fhemes » Uxiny Uzriab, the. 


bad Priefts and Falfe Prophets’ of old are ter- 


rible, a 
ne K : : 4. Ard 
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. g And-it greatly addeth, to. the gyiltto 


do alf this or much of it‘ as in the: Name of 
God, or by his Commiffion,... This. is a 
dreadful taking of Gods Name in vain, for 
which he‘ will not hold them guilflefs. . To 
. ” pretend, that it is by Gods:command, that 

they {et up.that which he abharreth, that 
they corrupt his Doétrine, or. Worfhip, or 
ChurchOrder that they fet up their awn wills 


and. finful Laws. inffead, of a pgrnl bis. | 


Laws ; that they tear his Church by proud 
Impofitions, and ‘wicked Anathema’s, and 
‘Tnterdias of whole Kingdoms, Excommu- 
nicating and Dipding Rings ». Abtlving 
men from their ‘Oaths of Alleguance,. Tor- 
menting and Murdering Godly men as He- 
reticks, Silencing. Faithful Minifters, Smit- 
| ng the Shepherds and fcattering the Flocks, 
and then reviling thetp as. Schivaficiit and 
all this to, uphol | a worldly, . ingdom of 
their own, and keep up their Pride, Do- 
mination, agd felf-will, and to have Riches 
for provibotl fot Sth Lyfts'; I fay todo 
all t tis asin the Nayng of Chrift,. with a fi¢ 
Gert Domintdy and'as for the Church and 
Teeth, akd Souls, is a molt heynous aggra- 
Vation ee 


“+ §, ‘Tndeed'whife apoor blind Clergy man 
as his Trade, for spolaute and gain, doth 
Set . “s -= “Stu- 


‘, 
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Study an F Preach: that Word of God hit 


is againtt him, how dreadfal i is it to think, 
how all that he doth and faith is felf-condem- 
nation ve an d that out of his: own mouth: ke 
be judgedand that all the woes which 
ey pronounceth againgt Hypocrites, and im- 
 pemitent carnal worldly. ge a eee 
| Proaapngeth them agamng: himfelf 


5 G12, when Satari h th once got 
) fuch ili ere t. a adv ge 
| hagh fucee f aaund ‘themfelves, 
: py vie Hea and again aint the Chprah 
+ and Cane of Chrift, above what he’ might 
| expeé by other Servants...” | 
| 4a. They are oe hyrdlier brought to 
Repentance tha Fan n athe ak 

C1.) :Becgufe t ey. ave by Wit and] Sty- 
dy, bended ° that Doétrine. to defend. their 
fin, which fhould be ufed to bring them to 
| Repentance. |, | 

(2.) And: hecanfe theiy aggravated fin , 
againtt Light, doth molt forfeit that help of 
Grace. ‘which fhould. work: Repentance in 
them. >. 
(3.) And. becante (eee taken for Wife 
Learned men, 2nd Preachers,of Truthy. and 
| “Teachers of others,aad reprovers of Errors, 

their Reputation is much concerned init, 
| and Bier ugbumbled Souls, . which look all 

K 2 others 
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“ethers fhould Affent and. Confent to their 
preferipts, will hardly be brought to con- ; 
_ feffe fin and-Exrour 5 but will fooner (as ; 
_ Papifts) plead pinay or conclude as 
fome Councils have done that a Lay mrari muft ; 
not: accufe a Clergy. man, be he never fo; 
“bad. Repentance is hard to all men of cate 
‘nalintereft, but tofew more than to anun- . 
bumbled Clergy man. _ : 
~ And 2, Whoever accufeth or reproveth : 
them of fin, will be reprefented as an Enemy ; 
‘to the Church, & a dithonourer ofhis Ghoft- ; 
‘ly Fathers, and one that openeth their na- . 
- Kednefs which he fhould Cover: and fo, 
their Ulcers are as a oli me tangere ; and . 
fret asa Gangreen unremedied. ha il 
3. And their Place, Office, Titles, ; 
and Learning with many will give fin Repu- | 
tation -and Advantage. If a Drunkard in i , 
Alehoufe deride Godly men, as Heretickss ; 
Schifmaticks, Hypocrites, or Puritanes, So- , 
“ber men will not much regard it: But they , 
think they owe more belief and reverence, , 
‘toa Learned Reverend Preacher in the Puk- ; 
pit, even when he preacheth againft preaci ; 
ing, and againft thofe that praétife_ what he | 
teacheth them at other times. Ohow much ; 
-_.of his work hath Satan done in the World , 
-by corrupting Sacred Offices, and by 8% x 
‘ting HIS SERVANTS INTO RULE a , 


— «0133. ) | 
‘ MINISTRY,TO DO HIS WORK .AS FOR 
’ CHRIST, and his Churchs:‘and by his au- 
- thority and in his name. - ‘Our natural-en- 
: mity with the Serpent d#ffwadeth him from 
! fpeaking ‘or fending to usin hisown name. 
| Should one fay inthe Pulpie [Fbus faith: the 
| Devil, hate Chrifts fervants filence his Mz: 
| aifters 4: call: ferions Godline§. Fypocrifte,} 
(which is’ the: cohtrary. to- Hypocrifie): I 
fhould: not much fear his fuccefs with any: 
| but if he: be.a lying Spirit in the mouth of 
Ahabs Prophets, and can ‘pet a Prophet to 
| fmiteA&cbatah for pretending to more of the 
Spirit than he had ;. or ifhe can get men in 
| the Sacred: Office’to. fay’ (Thus. faith the — 
Lord) when they fpeak for fin or againft the 
| Lord, this is the Devils profperous way: 
|. \§..13.- IL. Lhave told you what Plagues’ 
| bad Clergy-men will be, and ftill have been 
to themfelves, to the fouls. of men, andto - 
‘the publick: State of Churches and King- 
'doms ‘and were it not left my Writing 
‘fhould be vo large, T thould tell you whar__ 
 Bleffings'on’the contrary: «ble and Faithful 
| Minifters aye. one Sata ie, oft 
|” Briefly 1~:Chrift maketh them the cheif 
| Intramentsfor the propagatin of his Truth: 
ind Kingdom: inthe ' World, for the gathe-: 
| Pas of Churches, and preferving and de- 
| Ktnding contradided Truth. “They are the! 
oe “Ka . ~. bights 


ced 


Leh of the. World, cand. the: Sait of. the | 


op All Chriftians ave gag Wc teach or . 
Min each, others Ain. charity;5 at Chrilts | 
if 


ters arerfep bis uechi{as Parestts ; 


in Eamilies) to do-it by On 1 -And tlrere- 
fore, mutt, be qualified - above thess for its - 
and, be wholly dedicated .to.ita and attend . 

ally on ae 3.88) a: ‘Phyfan differech - 

fram every : ‘Neighbour, whoaeay help you : 

i a your fores os, Lidknel as ‘they gaa,‘ fo dé 


sherPattars of the; Charch: differ.from: pri , 


vate helpers of yOUuE ouls | i Scrspture 
is, prelerved ond delivered: ¥ tie pri- 
yate, means of ‘all the fang. Hest efainene? 
_ lydy, the pabfic ficasef. tho Pastors. _ ft 
" mabe expo Anck'apply ed dor ivately 
_ by any.able Ghniftians: but tht Rafidrs.4e it 
ey: by. dj -andag'theill eff ee 
hough :tp;- all Chri ftgana,, 3D are 
pice eg God<stlie Priefts 


lips. mnuft-~preferve khowledge.c'sttd ‘men: 
fadnid enqnige fi the: kaw:.ev his month 4: 


for he isthe meflenger ofthe Lod of Hofts), 
Afeal:, 2:7. . Neveryetsves th¢:Gofpel Well! 
— nor continued in asy: Gebntty. 
_ ead ipyt dip mhe:; jed€ansiof Roe Mis 
néters- of Chrét:>, And Od whatedafenence’ 
hati there, beén, Sn. cfieir fear fes ag ithe y: 
difigred in-ablitys pieby-andditig eae s 
= eat an onaue dt sole fueir bl 
oe ar 


_ perfeét man Eph. 4. 


Eig] 


tniftrarhiAts of building ap the houfe of Gad, 


and propagatiig the Gofpel and the King- 
dont of CHIE, “aiid the Chriftian Faith md 
Godliriefs th thé World, 

2. And thas God ufeth them 4s his fpe- 
cial riftrumetits for the Convificihg, Con* 
verting, Edifying, Comfortitig and Saving 
of Sdufs. ‘- Othets may be Bléft Keréin : 
But the Pecial blelfing gocth atong with 
theft that ark fpécibfy obliged tothe work 
which is Parents ih Faniktes, and’ Paffors ia 
the Chiech. --Oyhow matty thoyfand Souls in 
Heaven, will for evet rejoyde'in the effears 


- of the Gabours of Faithful’ Minifters, - and 


bléfs Gddfor them. And-twhat an honour, 
hata cbinfott ist to hive arHand in fuich a 
work. ‘He that Ghrverteth 2 finne’ from the 
Evrow of his way, doth [ave'a Sonl From death 
and cover a'multitude of firs, Jatt. laff 
3, And in thisthey are Co-workers with _ 


FJéfas Chrift the great Saviour of Souls, and 


with the Holy'Spirit, thé Regenerator and 
Sandifer; Yea Chtrift doth “very much of 
fhe-work of his $lvation by them, when — 
he ifcended in bith be gave giftsto yen, for 
the etifyino of his bat ‘till they comme to a 
nets : oe , when tht 
Chief Shephard (hall xppecr, tel foull receive 
a a “Cyd PAO nie Cay, ‘1 Pet, 
s,4. ahd fhall hear weil Zone’ Yiod and fairhs 
, K 4 | | ; ful 


| —6«E 6) 
ee 
Iation, that make glad the City.of God, and 
-. daily refrefh many thoufand' pretipus Souls, 

For how fhall men believe: washgut a Preas 
cher, and how thall they Preach uplefs they 

he fent (qualified, obliged and authorized 
by Chri) Rom to. it oe 
> 4. Inaword.Churches, States and Chri- 
ftian Kingdoms are chiefly bleft-and preferv-- 
_ ¢d by the Labour ofthe faithful part of the — 

Miniftry : For (1) Ifwe havé the rare blef- 
fing of a wife and holy and loving Magiftracy, 
it is ufually hy the fuccefs of the fabours of 
the Mjniftry. ‘(2).And there is:no hetter °. 
means to bring the Subje¢ts to. the Conftio- 
nable performance,of: their Duty to Superi- 
ours, (3) And by the bleffing of their La- 

bour the. fins ofa, Nation are prevented or 
healed, which would elfe bring down Gods 
heayy Judgments. (4) They teach people 
to live in Love and Peace with one another, 
and to abhor Contention, Cryelty, Op: 
preflion, Injury, and Revenge, and all ta 
do their feveral duties to promote the com; 
mon Good, (5) When the ignorant and 
flothfyl and fcandalous fort of bad Minifters . 
~ betray Souls and would bring the Miniftry 

and Religion into contempt, it is.a wife and 
holy Mipiftry that counter-worketh them by 
Jabenring while others are idle, and doing 
a ss es doa thag 


oe ties: |) ogee 
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thag wiftly which others do foolifhly, and. 
thewing\.in their lives the power ofthat , 
touchy whiclypphers difgaace, and the reality 
of that Holine{s,Love, Juftice, Peace and 
Concord, whighotters: would banith out of 
the. World, :by meakieg. it feem but a name 

~ or Image... (6) V.Vhen proud men tear the 
Church by the Engines of their domineering 
VVitsand VVills, thef¢-humble Pafters.ng 
the fervants of all, will labour to heal:it, by. 
, Chriftian -meeknefs,.. and. condefeenfiog : 
VVhen malignant Priefts feek.to firengshen 
themfelves by the multitude of the pngadly, 
; and to bring ferieus, piety into. conrempe 
.. Which doth moleft them, thefe. faithful-Pa- 
| ftors. open the juft difgrace of fin, and the 
great neceflity and: h@nour-of holinefs,.ep- 
deavonring that vile. perfons may be.con- . 
‘temned, and thofe may be honoured that 
fear the. Lord,, Pfal,.15.4. and diftingni{h- 
ing the precious from, the vile, the: rightes — 
ous from the wicked,:and him that fweareth 
from him that feaneth an Oath, and.him that 
ferveth God from him,that ferveth hum.not, 
\ God faith, They are. as bis mouthy). Jere 14. 
{ 19. Mal. 3.17, 18. Ecgl.g.2. 00 eyage 4 
'- Tobe fhort; as he. dgnorant,: Worldly, 
\ Garnal,: Proudy Unholy fort of Prelates-ane 
Priefis, are and bave.peen the creat Plagne 
of the Churches thefe 1300 years at-lealt; fo 
Me : } 3 t 
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thie Skitful, Roly, “Hobe, Faitipils ¥sa2 
Gibson's Pasion Biinifiers of Chvift, bede 
been dnd hill: ave, te: great Be of pe 
ber td-y -forfaving Souls; promoting Knows 


> Holint,/ Bove ‘and ‘Pekee, 
Sppoling Exons, Pre Wppretion, VV orids 
RAeAs, Senfeatity wa Gohventioh - vetting 
Gsds Judgments by Fatt and Prayer 3‘ for- 
aiciie Hifor Cheilts and patiently Tiftring 
fo? wiell doing, and by Dolirint afd Exatn- 
ple teaching men té difference the' Creatof 
frotohe Creature, Holinefs from Sins Fleat 
weet Barth, -Sdul from the Body, the 
Spe Geom whe Fla, “dad felping men to 
- prépbte By a mortified heavenly Heart and — 

life, for. & comfortiaile death afd endlefs - 
heppwiey. Of fick “eily sniportance is it to 
che Wotld Whethet We Cletey bE good or | 
ORS, (SA -6rinsdatok; holy of worldly 5 
ahd Bedetor-e true ‘Chrifian: thats intentia | 

ble of thedifference; dy thinks it Tidal: 
RR Aew do Teed: b8-fay ‘any more, to 
thew youne mendchbHdd fot the Miniftty 
of Whine ifipsreinte ie ts: that they be well. 
ghepattd: and qualified fot tt + God cay sid 
fometime doth turd VVolvds mto faithful 
Shepherds; tnd convert Hole, that Being un- 
bunvarted’ bnitcttake the work that Mould 
eoAvert Weterdy ‘ahd pive wifdiorh and-tizace 
th ignotat-and Staeclels Preachers of wil: 
iat | dom 


ET. 139. 
dom aid grace... But: this § hot ordinarifi 
to be expé&ed: .-Buinas youth is ensintd-u 
fand :difpofed, thet oonimomy prove when 
they come to age z:"Fheir frit notions: he 
sleepeft, dnd make wey. for their like, and 
refift ni that isconteary be it never fo trite 
anid. good..and necotlary:: Eaperiente tells 
this co all:the workt: ‘Thofe'thar in youth 
are trained in Heathenifin , Mahometanifm, 
Poptry, or any diftin& fect of .Chtiftians, 
they. ‘commonly coatawe fact efpecially if 
they live among thofe who areforit, and fd 
nize Iettelr Intereft in Yeputation or wealth. 
Adifttte Rolers aad ‘Times fhoutdobe but 
Errvbhedus, . Hererital br‘ Makignant, ‘at: en- 
mity2¢e Truth md -fevious. holinefs, alas, 
How tird ts icfor-H-easehe youthy to-refit 
the Stream! How haed isie to untéach chem 
the Byrours which: they filtt Iddrnt J “A Vo- 
it 7 brings up that which was bat 
atebyedten, but thes yeltow.:and ithe preen 
anfofe that lie deep arm coft healt-gripes, © 
efove they. will beocaft ap. -Falfe: Opinii 
onsas well ks Fraths ate weally links woge- 


|) thers oamndithe chain ae neither eafilyocatt off 


fot: beskeh: And wtdy ‘that have received 


- Evroarsy i: fate..receited< their. defenta- 


fives: Thdle ave Llikesahe GHethfith ‘chat 
edreg their tvafe ubouw dem: ‘They have 
ftudied What to fay for fu: butndt ae 
ree : e 


: , iL .140°7J ‘ ee 
be faid-againft it - ‘or which is wérfe, bya 
' flighs;,and falfe: confideration of the ‘argu. 
Domiietenee ok 
_ And Sfithey had never fo. true Notions in 


their Memories; if they come’ not in power 
.onthein hearts, andimake: them: not: new, | 


dpiritual, holy mien, :thefe wvillinot ewafter 
flefhly Lufts, nor overcome ambitious: and 


-worldly Inclinations, ‘nor make mer: fit to 
‘propagate that Faith aad Holinefs. which _ 


they never had. 0. eek a 
And it is now that. yon muft get thofe emi- 
‘pent: qhalifications of ‘Knowledge ahd ‘Hak- 


-nefs which you muft after ufe. .-.And how | 


will you ufe, . that which you have net? 
’ |. And yet proud hearts, licw -empty foe- 

‘ver, will be defirous.ef efteehd dnd reputati- 
on, and will hardly bear vilifying,-contempt 
or. difregard. When.as though. fome few 
prudent’ hearers will, encourage fuch young 
‘men as-they think are hopeful, yet: mofk 
-will judge of things'‘anc- petfonsas-they find 


them ;.' The ignorant, -dry arid lifelefs Ora-_ 
tions of unexperienced; cdrnal:Preacherss _ 


‘will not be magnified. by fuch as:koowwhae 
Fudge ment and F 

Afacred work-reqtire': {Few will-araich:prsife 
or feed:én unfavoury pr “infippid:Foed , 
‘tMeerly to flatter and pleafe the Cook. ‘Aga 


‘ments for Truth: they, have difabled.them 
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And thet when you find‘that you are fF ght. 
ed for your flight and anskilful work, yout 
ftomachs will rife againft ‘thofe that fiche 


‘you, and fu by felfifinefs you will turn:ma- 
fignant, ard become Encinies to ‘thofe that 
‘you take for Enemies to you, becaufe they 
~ are not contented with your unholy trifling : 


And all your enmity will turn againftyour . 
felf, and be like Satans againft the members 
of Chrifts which is but his own felf-tor- 

§. 15. Il. The Cafe being fo important I 
fhall briefly conjoyn your Danger and your 
Remedy, 


‘ 


efeeching you as you have any 


care for your Souls, your Country, or the 
Church of God, or any thing which Faithor — 


reafon fhould regard, that you will foberly. | 


weigh the Counfel that I give you. 


I. The firft of your dangers which 1 
fhall mention lieth in a too bafty refolving for 
the Sacred Minifiry. Pious and prudent 


~ ‘defiresand purpofes I would not difcourage + 
But two forts of Parents in this prove great- 
Ay injurious to the Church: Firft, Worldly 


men, that fet their Sonsto the Univerfities 
inorder to their worldly: Maintenance and - 
Preferment, looking at the Miniftry meer- 


ly as a Profeffion or Trade to live by }“Se- 
-condly, and many honeft, godly Parents | 
“ignorantly think it-e good work to defign | 


their 


- 


er ee 
theie Children tothe Miniftry, ond eit ita 


~ .QMr] 


. more then. sheae a Cures or.Charehes 
| the, Land, all ae i jthrie che 


. Ahould progure.them |] _ And they 


mauft, be very ignorpat wer ‘indged that 


~ cannot find, fome Mini = fo bad as to ¢err 


tifie that they ua ves and of good lives, 
and fome. Patrons. fo bad ag to like fuch as 
they,’ and:for favour-or fomewhgs warts to 

efent them ;, aud: fore Bifhops Chaplain 
Paden h t9 be favourable in.examiniag | 
them, ioe, then fome Bifhop bad enaygh to 
otdain and inftitate.chem. And by. thae 
time nine: Thoufand fych, youths have-got 
Benefices, alas, what a cafe will the Chu 
chesand the poor peoples Soule be ig, 

§. 16. I. And whag remedy ig fe for 

this ?, That which | have now to prepofe iss 
firft to tell you, who they be, that fhodd be 
devoted ta the Adiniftry, and next whet bere 


| ara and you fhould do. 


The work is fo -bigh, and requineth 
fch qualifications , and mifcarrying in it 
is of {uch dreadful confequence,that ae yaugh 
fhould bg refolvedly devoted to the Minj- 
ftry, that hath not all thele follawing. oH 
dowments? . | 

(1.)H¢ mutt have a good satural Wit and 
Capacity; itfhould be fomewhat, ahovethe 
ordinary degree ; but it mult needs be of 
the adil yank of qrdingry wits, for lar ad 
fups. 


“fappoféth natute's" and’ by fantllyaigR 


“toLeart. How mehy and how greatthings , 


\ 


turns it the right ‘way ; but doth not. ufe td 
make ' wife Teacliers ‘of natiral’drones of 
weal headed lads, that have not wit enbagh 


have they to learn and teach. = ; 

2.) They muft ‘have ' fonie competent 
readinefsof fpeech, ‘to-utter the knowledge 
they have got. One that carinot readily 


-— fpeak his mind in common things 5 is not | 


fike to come to.that ready utterance which 
‘will be neceffary to a Preacher. 


" _(3.) He mutt be one that is {6 far ‘hopeful . 
forGodlineS: 


1. Asto be captivated by no grofs fir. 
°°9,'To havea tove not only to Learn 


ing, buf to Religion; to the Word of God, | 


and good Company; atid Prayer, and good 
Books; and a fetled diflike of the things, 


words and perfons that are againft thefe. 


 (3.) And he muft thew fome fericé of the 
coricerns or his foul, and regard of the Life 
to-come, and that his Confcience is under 
fome effectual 'conviétions of the evil of fins 
and the goodnefs and neceflity of a godly 


Life. The youth that hathnot thefe three. _ 


qualifications, fhould net be intended or de- 


voted tothe Miniftry: To devote an un- 
capable perfon, an ungodly perfon,; to fuck 
a@holy Gate and work is worfe than of old 
ee : a 7 to 


Cas. | 
| to Have offered God the. -unplees which de 
|| abhorred. for a facrifies. : And, te-defigna 
: gracelefs: Lad: for the Miniftry an pretgnek 
| of hoping: thathe may have Grace hereaftey 
| is a prefumptious' profapations: and .worfe 

than ¢9 defigaa Goward ‘ta: sbe a Soldiers 9 
| wicked _wnfijtable -perfon to be a Husband 
i Wife, in hope. they. may--be- fic: here, 

i Bae oo 


St a Te Oe we cae oy 
. ; Ss. 7.40 Therefore. if; your. Pareats 
| have-been, fo.-unwife as.to, devote, that te 
God which was urifit for his-acceptances ‘it 
|, concerneth ‘you quickly:to. Jook better-s@ 
your felves; and aetite-run into’ the confim: 
| ing fire. You fhould bg confcious of: your 
| own condition 5. 1f you may know that.yeu 
| Wane pb ee oe 
| .1. A competency of natural capacity and 
yj ingenuity... gy caw . 
“2s Or of ready, fpeech.., a ee 
| ° $. Orofferious piety,love.to godlinefs, 
‘| and heart devotednefs to Gad, donot med 
‘ dle with, that calling which requireth-all — 
pp MCLGs ac ge ae mg a ae * 
| . § 18. Obj. But (you..may fay) What 
:| {hall we do, we havé gone fo farre that we 
| ave fit for nothing elfe.- 23% 5 
. Anfw:, You are. lefs fit for the Miniftry 


. . : oA 
. oy rt aa S 


than for any thing. That. which requireth 
| the ‘higheft qualifications, . wall nioft fhame 
nn Be de - ~you 


C uo 
You wad Conde you if you want then. 
Hypo tre inde fic for Phyfitck tr Law, ‘be 
ine reat ahs Servant; if not that, ips 
bertee thar you tum tothe befelt Tyade or 
“ibonlous imployment, than to tun'itito the 
fad Yale 6f Hophi, and Phisebac, or Nae 
wb and aAbshel wo the “utter titidoing of 
your felvés.and the lo and danger of many 
others. But if your unfitnefs be not in 
_ Yoat difabitiry but your wAgeddinef, whe- 
ther you be Mindters ‘or not, you will be 
for ever miferable unlefs'you confider well 
the preat things thet fhoaM change your 
Hearts‘and Lives, ‘and torn unfeignedly ‘to 
God: ‘and when that jsidone, 1 am no dif} | 
eourager ‘of you, Bat believe, it it isfarte 
better to bea Cobler, or Chimney fweeper, . 
orto beg your bread, than to be anangodly 
Clergy man, with the greateft preferments, — 
riches and applaufe. _ eo } 
- . R19. Obj. Bat ( Parents ‘may Jay) If 
we devote none to the Ministry till Godlinef 
appear in them, bow few will be fo devoted, _ 
Children feldom fhew much favour of Religion, 
wand foe that fees yohng Saints prove old De- 
- onls. | 
 Anfoy. 1. At the prefent we have fo ma- | 
ny fupernumeraries, that we need not fear | 
a want of nutnber. 7 : 
* Children cannot be expected to — . 
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that underftanding in Religion which men 
muft have. Bat if they fhew nota Love to 
it, and a Confcience regardful of Gods an- © 
thority and the Life to come, anda diflike 
of ungodlinefs and fin, you have no reafon 
to prefume that they wilt be fit for the Mini- 
fry. lf they had neverbeenbaptized, you 
oupht not to baptize them in fucha ftate. 
They mutt credibly profefs Faith and Re- 
pentance before they can be adult Chriftians, 
and fo dedicated to God in baptifm, much 
more before they are dedicated to him:as the : 


| Guides of the Chriftian Churches. 


: Eable profeffion, it will not be charged up- 
+ on you; but we all know that chapel 
_ youth ‘is a great preparation to an lroneft 


3. And you can judge but according to. 
robabilities, if they prove bad after a pro- 


ul 


” age. 


mi 


~ §. 20. Tf. My next advife to you is, b+ 
horre floth and idleneS, when you are at 
Countkey Schools, your Mafters drive you 


- on by fear, but when you are in the Univer - 


ee a 


. cy 


| fities and at riper age, you are more trufted 
‘| with your felves: and then all the diligence 


which fear conftrained, will be lefto ff, and 
if you be not carryed on with conftant plea- 
fare and love af knowledge, the flefh will 


_ preferre its €afe, and unwillingnefs, and | 


wearinefs ‘will go fo flow a pace, as-will 
ae . L 2 bring 


| C48]. 
bring you tono high degree of Wifdom. 
And when you have fpent your appointed 
time, and are void of that, which you 
fhould have attained ,. your emptinefs and 
ignorance will prefently appear, when you 
_ are. called out to the ufe of that knowledge 
which you have not... And it isnot your Ca- 
nortical Habit, ner feven or feventeen years 
fpent in the Univerfity , nor the Title of 
Mafter of Arts, Batchelor of Divinity, or 
Doétor, no nor Bifhop, that will pafs with 
men,in their right wits,inftead of Knowledge, 
Diligence, Humility, Patience, and Charity ; 
- nor. that without thefe will do. the work to 
which you are: devoted. . And then when © 
you find that other men .difcern that weak- | 
nefs.and. badnefs, which yon are loth to . 
_ know-your felves, it will be like to exafpe- - 
- Yate you into diabolical malignity. Beleive | 
it, the high.and reedful accomplihments of a _ 
true Divine, are. not eafily or fpeedily at- 
tained. re ee 
— §. 21. UE My next warning is, Fear — 
and fly from fenfuality, and Flefbly luftsy and 
all the basts and. Temptations, that may endan-— 
Ler. you therein. | ; 
_ Sence and Appetite is born with us, and 
it is inordinate in our Corrupted nature, and 
- the reafon and will, that fhould’ refift and rale © 
it, ase weakened and depraved; labouring 
eaters leis act 
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poor Countrey men are not in fuch danger 
in this as you are: your bodies‘are not tired 
and tamed ‘with labours. nor your thoughts 
taken up with Wants arid Cares. While | 
your ‘bodies ‘are at eafe, and your Studies 
are Arbitrary, flefhly luft and appetite hath 
time and room to follicite your phantafies, 
and incline you to interrupt your Studies, 
and think -of the matters of fenfual delight, 
either with what go pleafe your Appetite 
in eating, or of ftrong drinks or wine that 
alfo exhilarates, or of fome needlefs or hurt= 
ful paftime called Recreation, Cards, Dice, 
Gaming, &c.-or to think of Women and 
filthy Lufts, or to’ read Romances, Play- 
Books or other corrupting vanities. More 
idle Scholars far, are ftrongly haunted 
with Temptations to felf-pollution, and 
other filthy lufts, than the poor and afflict- 
ed fort of men. | | 

And if:thefe fhould prévail, alas! you 
‘are undone, they will offend God, expell 
his Grace,‘ either wound or feare your Con- 
fciences, deftroy all fpiritual affeétions and. 
delights, turn down your hearts from Heéa- 
ven and Holinefs, to filth and fody ; and 
Beafts will be. unfit for the pleafures or the - 
work of Saints. 7 7 


- §. 22. Away therefore from idlenefs, . - 


pamper not the Flefh with fulnefs or de- 
. L 3 7 lights ; 
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lights, abhorre all time waftiag, needlefs :; 


Recreations; away from the baits of fethly 


luft; be no more indifferent herein and unr 


i 


qt 


refolved, than you would be about drinkiag 


poyfon, .or leaping into a. Coal-pit, or will- 


fully going among Murderers or Theives, 
Prefume hodt on your own frength:. he is 
fafeft that is furtheft from the danger. Gua- 

powder moft not ftand aear the fire. 
_ §. 23. IV. Be fare go make 4 prudent 
choice of your Companions, especially of your 

bofam Friends. — we : 
It is fuppofed that a man doverkthe Compa - 


ny which he cheofeth, (though-2et which he - 
_ conftrainedly is caftupon.) And dove and for; 
will give them greatadvantage over 


sora 
you. Ifthey.be wife they will teach you wif 


dom, if they be Holy & Spiritual,they will be 


drawing you-towards Ged, and fetling you | 


in the refolved hatred of fin, and love of Ho- 
~linefs. But if they be Worldly and Ambiti- 
gus, they will be filling your-heads with ame 
bitious worldly projeéts; and. if they be un- 
godly Hypocrites that have but the dead 
image and name of Chriftians, they will be 
eppofing or deriding ferious Godlinefs, and 
pleading for the carkafs and formalities of 
piety as better than ferious fpiritual devo- 
tion: and if they be hardned ‘malignants, 
they will be trying-to-make you fiuch as the 
by lies, revilings or plaufible cavils, again 
| : the 


i 
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’ 
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‘fom Friends are an unfpeaka 
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the things and perfons that are. fpiritualy 
contrary totheix flefhly minds and interefte, - 
And while you hear not, what can be Said on 

a other ide, it. will pate (s:your minds (if 
Gad preferve you riot) with, falfe thogghts 
of Gods Sexwants, and with fcorn ox cor 
tempt of fuch as you hear defcribed falty 5 


as Papifty think of Proteftants as s4eratickss 
you will take feriqus Godlinelg, for Banger 
tigal fel&-conceits, and think of the bef Chr, 
ftians as you do of Quakers ar otherss. 
arescad with eas ota oe 1 hoi 
NVifeand Religious Companions ang. 
So oa bl 


but the merciful Providenge of God doth — 
ufaally choofe them, f sy, yet fo ag that 
ufaglly we mutt alfo be faith{ul choofers fox 
our felves. Ill company is a dangeroug 


mS & BS) 


- fnare, and God often tryeth us by gafting 
- ys where fuch are, but if we choofe jt nots 


and love it not, God will provide us of aa 
antidote, and we may converfe with bin 


even in the prefence of the ungodly, and he 


Srillceachs by theexperiencs of their folly 


and fin, to diflike it more than if wehad nea 
_ ver {gen it. | 


G. 2g. Wo Elpecialy be zmlt carefyl in the 
chsice of your Tutqns 2 aries eae 
Though it be firft your Parents part ta 


choofe themfor you, itis yours todo your - 
en ae : eR 


Cp agi), 


heft herein; ‘to faves our Yelves if your ‘Pa 


rents by ‘ignétaneé “ér' malignity' do | mif- 
¢Choofe.” And the Rulers that'allow not men 
to’ choofe their’ ‘own Pattors,: yet ® ‘hitherto 
allow the--Patents or ‘the Sors:to"¢hoofe 
cheit divi’ Tutery J’. and’ ‘Doineftick In- 
‘ftradters:. - Ie tyb Ike 27s ea, 
«Burt this ‘is ‘the! BrAtid danger: ‘and mife- 


ry of: thankir(d)’ ‘hat : ‘the! ignorant Know - : 


| not what. ‘Peithers'’ ‘to choofé*-¥ea the 
morecthey héed the help of the beft,. thie 


lefs they know whéthofe are ; but ile tell 


you are far: ‘as you'ate ‘capable of difcern- 


ae fiat ‘hie ‘common. report of men 

ree até {ober ahd impartial commendeth 

| worthy: men above othéts,; for Knowledge 
4nd! Goodnefs § is Tike Lights a felf difcove- 
ring-thing.’  ‘° 

aos “Choate not stadia that ‘preferreth 

humane’: ‘Wifdomr before Divine 5 -but one 
that maketh it’ his. bofinefs to expound the 


Scripture, and teach you what’ is the Will 
_ of God, aud how'to pleafe | him and tobe - 


- faved. 


“3: Choofe not one that is of a worldly - 


and ambitions ‘Mind; and will teach 
that which moft’ conduceth to get at 
fnent and worldly: Wealth ,° and: hot that 
which a you to Heaven.” 

4. Choofe 


i: tt. 


. 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 
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45 Choofe not one that is Faétiows and 
yncharitable, violent ‘for a Party , either 
becaufe it is uppermoft, or becaufe it ftand- 
eth for fome odd opinion or cauftlefs ffngula- 
rity 5 but one that-is of a Chriftian Catho-. 
lick charity, and loveth.a godly manas fuch, 
éven as himfelf, and is for wronging none. 
but doing good to all, and maintaining Uni- 


ty and Peace. “hig 

-§. 25. VI, Watch with great fear againft, 
Pride, ' Ambition and Worldly ends, on your 
own hearts and lives. —_ 

- The roots of thefe mortal fins, are born 
inus, andlieverydeep. -And they noton- 
ly dive, but damnably reign where they are 
little difcerned, bewailed or fufpeéted ; but 
woe tohim that is conquered by them. Ye 
cannot ferveGodand Mammon. The love 
of the World isenmity toGod, if any man 
love the world, the love: of the Father is 
potin him, Paul fpake weeping of fuch 
whefe God was their Bellywho gloried in their 
fhame, .who minded ‘earthly things, being 
Enemies to the crofs of Cbrift, when ‘their 
Converfation fhou'd: have been in Heaven, 
Phil, 3. 18,19, 20. A furprize in pafGon 
even of an ugly fin, is befs dangerous than 
fach at habit of worldlinefs and ‘pride. 
And alas how many that have efcaped the 
Temptations of floth and fenfualicys ee 

aon een 
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. been flattered and overcome by thig. Thofe 
that have had better wits than others, and 
got more Learning, ‘have thought now thag 
preferment is their due. And if they fal 
intotimes (which have not been rare) whery 


the malignity of Church or State Govera-. 


ours, it hath made it the way to preferment 
to declaim againtt fome Truth, or the moft 
Religious men, that are againft a carnal, fin- 
ful intereft, and to revile Gods belt Ser- 


vants, and cry up fome notion or errour of 


their own, and magnifie the worft that pro- 
mete their worldly ends and hopes, alas! 
how doth this ftream ufually carry down 
the pregnanteft wits into the Gulf of perdi- 
tion. 

Yea fome that feemed very humble and 
mortified when they had no great Tempta- 
tion; when wealth and honour have been 
fet before them, have loft vertue and wit 
before they were wellaware. And world- 
ly intereft hath fecretly bribed and byaffed 
their underftandings, to take the sreatelt 
Truth for Errour, Daty for Sin, and Er- 
rour for Truth, and Sin for Daty, and they 
have talkt, and preacht, and wrote for ir, 
bad feem to believe that indecd they are in 
the right 5 and cannot difcern that they are 
perverted by intere&, wheu an impartial 
ftandcr by, may ealily fee the byafs, by the 


Cire 
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rent of their courfe.. And if you be fervants 
of the fiefh and the world, woe to you 
when your Mafters turn you off, and you 
mauft. reccive your wages. a 

§. 26. Vil. Above all therefore choofe 
dike real Chriftians, and take God and Hea- 
wen for your bope, your all, . 

if you do not fo you are not Chriftiansin- 
deed, nor fiend to your baptifmal Cove- 
pant, and if you be here fixed by the Grace 
of God, end your fober confideration and 
belief, ‘you will then know what to choofe 
and ao.: it. wal teach you to referre atl 
worldly things to fpiritual and heaven 
cads and ufts; and to count all things bole 
and'dung for Chrift; and co chaofe the one 
thing needful, which fhall never be taken 
from yous eventhat which will. guide you 
in jut and fafe ways,and fave youfrom the 
ereateft evil, and give your toiuds continual 
peace, even that which pafleth underftand- 
ang, and will be beftat laft, when finners 
areforfaken, a 7 oe 


§. 27. VIH. My next Connfel therefore 
is forthe order of your Studies; Begin then 
with your Catecbifin and prattical Div nity,te 
fettle your own Seuls ina Jafe condition for 
Life or. Death. -Amd deal not fo foolithly. 


SCIENCCE, 


asto waft many years in inferior Artsand. + ° 
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Sciences; before you have Studied how to © 


pleafeGod and to be faved. ” | unfeignedly 
thank :God that by ficknefs and his Grace, 
_hecalled me early to learn how to Die, and 
therefore to Learn. what: I muft be and how 
to live, and thereby drew me to Study the 


Sacred Scriptures, ‘and abundance of pradti- - 


cal fpiritual Englifh Books, “till I had fome- 
| what fetled the refolution, and the peace of 


my own Soul, before I had gone farreia 


humane Learning : and: then ! fouad more 
leifure and more capacity to take in fubfer- 
vient knowledge: in ‘its proper time and 
place. And indeed I had loft moft of my 


_ ~ Studies of Philofophy and difficult contro-— 


verfies in Theology’; if I had faln-on them 
too young, before I came to due capdcity, 
and fohad been prepoffeffed with.crude or 
unfound notions, for they had kent out that 
which requited a riper judgment. to recieve 


it. Such Books-as 1 before commended to ~ 


the Apprentices: contain the Effentials of 


Religion, plainly, affectionately, and pra- © 


Giically delivered, in a manner tending to 
_deep impreffion, renovation. of the Soul'and 
Ypiritual experience ;; without which you 
will be but like founding brafs or a tinkling 
Cymbal. .The Art of Theology without 
the POWER, confifting in Holy Life, and 

«Light, and Love, is the make of the ‘Hy- 

Pocrite. 


Yet 
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_ Yet before you come to lay exalt Sy/tems 
of Theology in: due Method in your minds, 
much help of fubfervient Arts and Sciences 
is neceflary. How ever a Council of ancient 
Bifhops once forbad.the Reading of. the 
GentilesBooks8s 9° 8 ss, 


§. 28. Ix, And here next I .advife you, 


| Throughly to Study the Evidences and nature 


of the Chriftian Faith, but not to haften too 


foon over confidently on bard controverfies , 


as if your judgment of them at maturity, muft 
bave nochange. but flill fuppofe that greater 
light by longer Study ‘may caufe ix you.much - 
asf erent thoughts of fuch. difficulties. . 


—-§..29. Laftly, I advife you, that you be- 
gin not the exercife of your Miniftry too boldly, 
se publick, great or judicious SAuditories. 
Over much confidence fignifieth Pride and 
Ignorance of your imnperfection, and of the 
greatnefs of the work, and the:dreadfulnefs 
of the moft Holy Majefty. But (if youcan) 
at firlt fertle « competent time in the bcufe with 
fome ancient experienced Paftor,. that hath 
fome {mall Country, Chappel; that needs your 
help. Aud — | ae | 
1, There you may Learn as well as Teach, 
and learn by his praétice that which you mutt 
practice, which ina great houfe asa a 3 
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Yain you will hardly do, but moftcaft your 
{elfinto a farre different mould. — 

2. By —a fome years to a fmafl 
ignorant people where you fear not critical 
jodgments, you witt get boldnefs of fpeech, 
and freedom of utterance, without that fer- 
- vile Study of words, and learning your 
written notes without Book, which will be 
tirefome, time-wafting and phate And 
when freedom and ‘nfe hath brought you 


to ahabit of ready fpeaking of the great and 


neceflary things, and acquaintance with ig- 
orant Countrey people hath taught you to 
—underftand their cafe, you will have a bet- 
ter preparation for more publick” places 
(when you are clearly called to them) than 
you were ever like to gct either in Univerfi- 


_ ties, among Schollars, or in great mens: 


Houfes. . 
‘Compaffion to the Church that is plagued 
with bad Minifters, and by the weak under~ 


go exceeding great lofs, and the fence of © 


the prand importance of the Paftors qualifi- 
cations to the happinefs or mifery of Souls 
and Kingdoms, have drawn me to fay 
more to young Students that intend the Mi- 
niftry than Tat firftinteuded. And there- 
aes the other two forts! fhall be very 
brief. 


- oF One 


[on so J tea 
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&F One’ earneft warning to you, and all 
young men, 1 adde, [know that one of the 
moft common and pemicious maladies of 
mankind, ] is an unhumbled underftanding, 
rafhly confident of its own apprehenfions, 
though falfe, hafty judging and prefidence, 
the brat of Ignorance and Pride ; Of a multi- 
tude of perfons differing, how few are not 
obftinately confident that they are in the 
right even Lads that are paft twenty years 
ape ;O ! dread this Vice, and fufpeat 
your underftanding:Be humble, take time & 
tric,and hear before you judge - Labour for. 
knowledge, bur take not on you to be fure 
wheré you are not, but doubt and trie till 
youarefure. 


CHAP, X. 
 Connfel to Young Students in Phyfick. 


C Uppofing what is faid to others, which 
S equally concerneth you, I briefly add. 

I. Make not the-getting of Money, and 
ae -_ your 
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yout own worldly profperity, . fo much of 


our end. as the doing good in the world, 
y the prefervation of mens health and lives, 
_ and the pleafing of God thereby. Selfith 
low ends thew a felfifhmind, that liveth, not 
to God or publick good. | 
_ IL. Undertake not the praétice of Phyficl 
without all thefe qualifications. 
_ 1. Afpecial fagacity, or natural fearch- 
ing conjeturing judgment. For almot all 
your work lyeth inthe dark, andis manage- 
ed by Conjecture. 

2, Much Reading, efpecially of Obfer- 
vators, that you may know:-what hath been 
the experience of all ages, and eminent men 
before you. 

3. The experience of other mens prac- 
tice: And therefore if poffible, ftay fome 
time firft in the houfe with fome,eminent 
Pradtitioner, whofe experiences you may 
fee, and hear his counfel. 

II. Begin with plain and eafy cafes, and 
meddle only with fafe and harmlefs reme- 


dies; Andthink not your felves Phyficians 


indeed, till yon have got conGderable expe- 
rience your felves, there is no fatisfactory 
trufting to other mens experiences alone. 

IV. In cafes too hard for you, fend your 
Patients to abler Phyficians, and prefer nog 


me repututiow or gain before their lives. 
Vv. Study 


7 


ft 
dl 
‘1 
| 
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_ V. Study fimples throughly, efpecially 


the moft powerful ; and affeé not fuch com- 
pofitions, as by the mixture of the lefs po- 


- werful, do ee which 


would elfe be more-effe@ual. - 
VI. Forget ‘not the Poverty of moft Pa- 
tients, who have not Money to pay large 


_ chargéable Bills of the Apothecary, nor give 


large Fees to a Phyfician , multitudes neg- 
leét Phyfick and ventute without it, becdufé 
Phyficians require fo much, * and are fo muclt 
fortheir Apothecaries gain, that they have 
it not td pay. ee 8 Rees 

VII. Take heed of felf conceitednefs and 
tafh confidence, and. too hafty judging. 
Mott of your work is hard ; many things, 


- 


‘Which you think not 6n, thay occafion your 


miftake. Caufes and Difeafes have niarvel- 
lous diverfities. Moft that are quick judges,, 
dnd fuddenly confident that all their firft ap- 


_ prehenfions are true,do prove but proud felf-’ 
" ipnorant fools, arid kill more by ignorances 


and temerity , than high-way robbers or’. 


defigning Murderérs do. And though'the. __ 


Grave hide you miftakes, ‘they are known’ 
toGod. a - 
VIIL Give not too much Phyfick; nor. 


- too often, or without need, nor venture on 


things dangerous ; Mans life. is pretious, - 
and ndtute is the chief Phyfician, which 
ae ce M AK 
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Art muft but help... The Body is tender 
and eafily diftemperéd, rather da tog little 
than too much. Oft tamy an Sg to kill 
qt laft. As he that dayly wafheth a glafs, 
at laft breaketh it 5 and as Seamen are bold 
becaufe they have. oft efcaped, but many, if 
nor moft,are drown’d at laft , and as Soldi- 
ers that have oft efcaped are bold to venture, 
bat kill’d at laft. is ofually fo with them 
that oft take Phyfick except froma very 
cautelous skillful man. Therefore were I 
4.Woman I would not-marry a Phyfitian, 
feft his nearnefs and kindnefs fhould caufe 
him to be tampering. with me foeft, tilla 
miftake did kill me; “All your Neighbours 
may miftake yourDifeafe without your hurt, 
but your Se a miftake may be your 
- prefent Death.. ao eRe © 

TX. Direa& men firft as faithful Friends, 
to the things which may. prevent the need 
ofPhyfick, viz, 0 
1, A temperate and wholefome Diet, 


; | avoiding fullnefs and hurtful things. 


. 2. Sufficient labour to fufcitate natural 
"heat, keep pure the humors, and expell 
excrements; avoiding Idlenefs. _ 

. 3. Keeping warm, and_ avoiding occafi- 
ons of Cold, efpecially cold Drink, cold 
Places, aud cold Cloathing, either when 
they are hot, or in Winter when ‘nature 
needeth help. a. Con- 


f 
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4. Contentednefs and quietnefs of mind, 
and chearful converfe. 

§- Direé& them to fuch familiar reme- 
dies at home,. in their Drinks and Diet as 
is fuitable to their diftempers, for prefer- 
vation, and are fafe and harmlefs, and put- 
them not toa needlefs dépendance on your 
frequent help, make not ufe of weak Wo- 
mens fears, to make them miferable by 
needlefs. Medicining, and fo to make them 
as Tenants to you, to pay you a conftant 
Renttoquietthem. | 

X. Give them good Counfel for their 
Souls that need it; flatter them not with 
falfe hopes of life; when it tendeth to hinder 
their preparations for Death. They and you 
are hafting to fo great a change, as requir- 
eth great. and careful forethoughts: Its fad 
to go out of the World, and not at all-to 


- know whither, and what will be their next _ 


habitation ; much more to be in a certain 
ftate of mifery. Thofe will hear a Phyfiti- 
an that will not fend for a Divine, and it 
is not a work unbefeeming your Profeflion, 
but fuch as Chriftian Faith and. Charity be- 
fpeaks. io _ 
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CHAP. XL 


Counfel to Foung Students of the Law in 
- oe 4 London. — 3 | 


i OD hath made much ufe of honeft 
.§ Lawyers, as the inftruments of our 
fafety, and of the juft and orderly Govern-. 
ment of the Land. - - - : 
y. They are not bred up in meer idle- 
nefs andLuxary, as toomanyareof higher ‘ 
- Birth, but in fuch diligent Study.asimprov- * 
eth their underftandings, and keepeth them | 
from that debauchery which Idlenefs and fal- 
nefscherifh, © °° 0 7 4 
2. And their Studies and Callings make 
it their intereft, as to know, fo alfo to main- 
tainthe Laws; and that is to maintain pro. 
priety, juft Liberty and Order, and foto 
preferve juftice and the common peace (ex- 
_ cept in Countries that have pernicious Laws) 
Injuftice in Judges and Lawyers islike He- 
refie, ungodlinefs and perfecution in Paftors 
of the Church ; clean contrary to their very 
Calling and Profeffion’; but more eafily 
_andcomnionly feen and hated, becaufe it is 
= againtt 


| 
| 
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— the well known intereft of mankind. 
Shame therefore and. common hatred of the 
unjuft, is heré a great reftraint of evil. - 
But bad men, for all this, will do badly, 
and turn even the Rules of Juftice to Op- 
preffion, to ferve the Wills and Lufts of 
thofe that can promote them, that by them 
they may fervetheir own. Thereforethat — 
Young men, that Study the Law,may prove 
wife and honeft, is of great importance to 
the common good, as well as to their 


own. : 
I. And here firft I warn all fuch totake  , 
heed of the fins of fenfuality. Alas! Lon- 
don doth fo abound with Temptations, that. 
without Grace and wife Refolution you are 
unfafe. There are fo many fenfual, -prond, 
and ungodly young men ready to entice you, 
fo many Play Houfes, Taverns, and Filthy — 
Houfes to entertain you, that if you go 
without Grace and Wit, the Flefh and the 
Devil, will foon precipitate you into the fla- 
very of brutith Fieth And then you for- 
feit Gods favour and protection, and he: 
may leave you to more fin and mifery, or 
to gvow up to be the Servants of Oppreffion, - 
the Enemies of Picty, and the Plagues of 
theComihonwealthh 2-0 : 

H. Study bard; for Idlénefs never made. — 


; good Lawyers, nor-very ufefid men. - 
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Ii. Abhorre and avoid ill Company, efpe- 
cially of two forts. eS 

1. Thofe that would entice you to the 
places,and pradtifes,aforefaid,of voluptuouf-— 
nefs. = fale. iting tt i 

2. Thofe that being themfelves deceived 
' would deceive you, again Religion aud 
your Salvation. Its too well known that 
fuch per fons in London are not rare, though 
the danger by them is not. known enough. 
Even thofe that are fo unchriftian and inhu- 
mane, as to prate againft the Chriftian Faith, 
the Truth, the Authority or fufficiency: of 
_ the Sacred Scripture, the Life to come, the 
Souls immortality, if not alfo againft the 
Government and Providence of God, will 
yet talk as confidently, as if they were in 
_ their wits, yea and were the sreateft wits 
among us. For my part I could never yet 
get one man of them foberly to joyn with 
Te ina fair difquifition of the Troth, and- 
follow it ontill we came to fee the juft con- 
clufion - Commonly they will fy from me, 
and refufe difputes, or turn all to fome: 
rambling rant or-jeft, or when they are _ 
ftated, be gone and gono further, and come 
no more. Sy te eda 

Young unfurnithed heads are unfit to dif- 
pate with the Devil or. any fuch’ Meflengers 
of his. -A Peft honfe is. hot. more: dange- 

on” - '  rous 


World. ° 
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rous to you. But if they have petplexed 
you, defire fome well ftudied Minifter of 
Chrift, either to meet them, or to refolve 


‘your doubts. _ And if you will read what 


have written on that fabje&, you may find 

enough to refolve,ifit be jaftly received,viz. 
2. In my Reafons for the Chriftian Reli- 
1092. : 


J 2. In thy Unt eafonablenef “of Infites 


hry. . | 

3. Inmy Life of Faith. a 
4g. In Adore Reafons for the Chriftian Re+ — 
lig ton. : air ees 
. And avoid alfo the fnares of thofe that 
would draw youinto sncharitable F actions, 
on ptetenfe of right Religion, to hate, of 
cenfure, or fly from all that are not juft of 
their Se& and way; efpecially the proud 
faction of Church-Tyrants, that on pretence 
of Order and Piety, would {ct up alifelefs 
Image of Formality,. and burn,. banith, fi- 
lence, or perfecute all that are not for Do- 
mination, and Ufurpation, and Worldly 
intereft. 

IV. Let not. rifing and riches be the chief 
end of your Studies, bit to ferve God in 
the juftfervice of your King and Country, 
to promote juftice, and do good'in the 


7% 
wee < 


M+ _ V.Live 
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V. Live.in the familiarity of the matt 


nfeful men of your Profeffion, that is, the 
wife and the moft confcionable ; and choofe 
thofe Paftors for your beft helpers in Re- 
ligion,who keep clofelt toGods word,and 
warp not after any dangerous fingularities, 
or worldly preferments, or unpeaceable 
tearing impofitions on their Brethren; and 
that live as they Preach in Love, Peace 
and -Holinefs,: as men that fet their Hearts 
and Hopes on future Bleffednefs ; and la- 


bour for the Churches Edification and Con- 


cord, and the faving-mens Souls. 


. at ae . S : ‘ ¢ 9 oe 
: 8 
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CHAP. XL. 


Counfel ta the Sons of the Nobility aud MQa- 
aL, a ee re 


ry Fone men of-your rank, are furtheft 
(A outof the hearing of fuch asl, and 
_ bfually the greateft contemners of our Coun- 
fel,yet will aot that excufe us from due coms 
paflion to the Land our of Nativity, nor 
oe ay from 


+ 


SS rr 
Neer nae err 


L 169 } 


- from Love and Pity to your felves,nor from 


any probable Minifterial attempt to do you 
pood. | ; : 
Your dangers are much greater than other 


mens; or elfe Chrift had never fo often — 


told us, bow hard itu for Rich men to be 
faved, and how few fuchefcape the Idola- 
trous damning Love of the World, and 


become fincere believers and followers of a . 


Crucified Saviour, Luke 12. and 16. 
&c. : Se eed 
_ I. One part of your great danger is, 


that yqu are cammonly bred up among the ~ 
baits of fenfuality. Itis not for nothing that 


fulnefsof bread is made one of the fins of 


Sodom, Ezek. 16. 49. and that he that af- 
ter lay inthe flames of Hell is defcribed, as_ 


richly cloathed and faring fumptuoufly every 
day. Not that all rich Cloathes or fimpruous 


. feafonable Feafting isafin, but thatthefe ufe 


both to fignifie fenfuality and to cherijh it. 
Its the fure brand of the ungodly, to be 
Lovers of Pleafure more than of God, They 
that but feldom come where tempting plen- 
ty is, cf delicious meats and drinks are too 


often overcome : But they that are bred up, 
where plenty of both thefe is daily before - 


them, are in greater danger, left their 
Table and their Drink become a fnare. 


| Feat 


Po 
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 Fealt not therefore without fear, remem- 
ber that flefh-pleafmg fenfuality iss damna- 
ble in the rich as in the poor, and that the 
greateft wealth will not-allow you to take 
any- more for quantity or quality, than 
ftandeth with Temperance, and truly tend- 
éth to fit you for your duty, your riches are 
given you in traf as God’s Stewards, to 


ferve your Countrey, and relieve the poor, . 


and to promote good ufes, butnotto ferve 
your flefhly lufts, nor to be abufed to ex- 
cefs or cherifh fin. Tobe fober and tempe- 
rate is the intereft of your own Souls and 
Bodies, and under your great Temptations 
the more laudable. - 

If. -Another of your dangers is the i ex- 
amples of tco many perfons of your rank. 
You aré apt .to'think that their wealth and 
Pomp and Power makes them more imita- 
ble than others, as being more Honourable. 
And if they wallow in drankennefs or filth 
luft, or talk prophanely , you may chink 
that fuch fins are the Icfs difyraceful. 

But can you dream that they are the lefs 
Dangcrons and Damnable. Will God fear 
them or fpare them., Mu they not die 
and be judged as weil as the lowet. — Isit 
not an accravation of their fin, that its done 
by :acn that had the ereateft Mercies, and 
‘were putin trait and honour perpofely to 

: fup- 
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fupprefs fin inthe World. ---As their pleces 
fignifie more than others, fodo their fius 5 — 
and accordingly fhall they be punifhed:Doth 
the quondam Wealth, Honour or Pleafures 
of a Dives, a Pharaoh, an Abab, a Herod, 


a Pilate, a Nero, eafe a loft tormented Soul. 


Ill. Another of your ‘Temptations will 
be Pride, and overvaluing of your felves, 
becaufe of wealth and worldly honour. But 
this is fo foolith a fin and againft fuch notori- 
ous humbling evidence, that as it is the De- 
vils Image, it is natures fhame. Is not your 
flefh as corruptible as.a Beggars. Do you 
not think what is within that skin? And 
how a Leprofie, or the Small Pox, would 
make you look, and how you mutt fhortly 
leave all your glory, and your bodies ber 
come unpieafant fpectacles? Do yoy not 
think what it is to ive rotting inaGrave and 
turn to Earth ? And do you not know how 
much more loathfome a thing all the Vice 
and Unholinefs of your Soulsis ; And what 
it is to have todo with a Holy God, and 
to be:near to judgment and an endlefs 
State. He is mad in fin that fuch eonfidera- 
tions will not humble. 

IV. Another of your dangers is from 


 flatterers, that will be pleafing and praifing 


you, but never tell you ofthat which fhould 
humb‘e you and awake you,to the fence of your 
a | : Ever- 


| Thy ia 
Everlafting concerns. But none here are { 
dangerous as aF lattering Cler¢y, who being 
themfelvscarrial worldlings would ferve that 


flef which is their Mafter, by yourFavour . 


_ and Beneficence. Ahab-had fuch Prophets that 
{aid go and profper ; in-whofe mooths the 
Devil was a lying Spirit. How many fin- 
cere men have been undone by fuch. | 

~ . Remember then: what it. is to bea finful 
man, atid what need you have of vigilant 
" -Eriends and\ Paftors,. that will deal faithfully 
with you, as ifit wer¢on your death Bed : 


And encourage ftich, and abhorre worldly . 


flatterers. Your Souls have need of as 


ftrong Phyfick, and as plain dealing as the 
pooreft:mens, and therefore bear it, and 
thankfally accept it. a: 

V. And one of your greateft dangers here 
will be, that your own flefhly minds and 
this worldly fort of men, efpecially if of 
the Clergy, will be drawing: you to falfe 
contemptuous thoughts of ferious Godli- 
nefs, and of ferious godly men. Whenas 
if you be not fuch your felves you are un- 
done for @ver, and all your flatterers, your 
~ big Names, Wealth and Honour will nei- 
ther fave you nor cafe your pains in Hell, 
As ever yo: believe there isa God,. believe 
that you’owe him the utmoft reverence, 
obedience and love, that your faculties can 

a. per- 
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perform. And as ever you care whiat be- 
comes of you for ever, pay him this great 
due, and hate all that would divert you; 
and much more:all thofe diabolical fuggefti-. 
ons, which would draw'’you to think that a: 
oo thing’ which maft be your life and’ 
all. : | | 

VI. But above all I befeech you fear and 
watch, let you be drawn to esfoufe any 
thing 4s your intereft , which ts again{t the — 
imtereft, and command of Chrift, and againft: 
his Kingdom, or the good of hw Church, or 
the Commonwealth. \ As the Devil firtt undid 
the Woeld, by making deceived Eve be- 
lieve, that Gods command was againtt her 
intereft, fo doth he to this day, but with 
none fo much as with Nobles and Rich men. 
God hath commanded- you nothing but — 


.- what is for your own good, nor forbidden 


you any thing but what.is for your own and 
others ‘hurt. He needs not youor any 3 
but you muft allow him to be God, and 
therefore to be wifer and better than you,& 
to know better whatis beft & fitteft for you 


and others + But Satan will flander to you. 


Gods Las, Ways and Servants; for heis for — 
your enmity and feparation fram God, and 


therefore would draw you to believe, that 


that he and his ways are Enemies to you,and 
againft your pleafure, honour, domination, 
| = coim- 
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commodity or eafe. O how many Princes 


. and Great Men have begn utterly undone, by 
believing the Flefh, the- Devil and his Mi- 
nifters, that Chriftianity is againft their po- 
wer, honour or other interefts, and that 
the Scripture is too precift, and that Con- 
{cience,obeying God before them, is againft 
their power and prérogative, and fo have 
fet them as Enemies to keep under Confci- 
ence and ferious godlinefs, left obedience to 
their wills be thereby hindred. 
Yea how many alfo fo dote, as to think 
that the intereft of Head, Heart, Stomack 
and Members, of Rulers and Subjeds , 


ftand not in Union, but in contrariety and | 


victory againft each other. Woto the Land 
that hath fuch Rulers, and to the poor Te- 
nants that have fuch Land-Lords. But 
much more wo to fuch felfifh oppreffours, 
‘that had rather be feared than loved, end 
take it for their honour to be free and able to 
do mifchief, and deftroy thofe,whofe com- 
’ mon welfare fhould be more pleafant to 
themthantheirown. And to them efpeci- 
ally thattake ferious godlinefs, and godly 
men to be againft them, and therefore bend 
their wit and power to fupprefs them; as 
if they faid as Luke 19. 27. We will not 
have this man reign over us,- whom Chrift 
will deftroy as his unthankful Enemics, and 

. will 
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| will break them with his Iron rod, and dath 


—— 


™~ 


ee 


in peicesasa potters veffel, Pfal.. 2, =... 
- VU. As you love your felves andthe 
common good, get good men about you, 
read Pf.1o1.15,16. Efpecially faithful teach- 
ers, and next godly Friends and Servants, 
andCompanions,and read much the Hittories 
of the Lives of wife and Godly men, duch 
as K. Edw. 6th. andthe Lord Harrington, 
young men, imitate fuch excellent perfons 
as Scripture and other Hiftory juftly com: 
mend to your imitation. It will be profitae 
ble to read the Lives of worthy men, fuch 
as are gathered by Mr, Clerk, Dr. Fater, 
Thuanus, Beza, yea of the Martyrs; and 
of fuch Chriftian Princes as Conftantine M, 
Theodofins, &c. Maximilian 2d. Emperor, 
Soha Frederick, of Saxony, Philip of Hafy - 
fiay Ludov. Pius of France, yea fach Hea; 
thens as Titus, Trajan, Adrian, but efpex 
cially M. Aurel. Antonine and Alex. Seve- 
rus: Yeaand fuch Lawyers, Philofophers, 
Phyficians, but efpecially Divines, as A4el- 


_ chior Adamus in Four Volums hath recorded ; 
and of fuch Bifhops as Cyprian, Nazianzene, 


Ambrofe Auftin, Baftl, Chryfoftome, and our 
Ofher and fuch others. a 
VILE. Live notin Jdlenefs (as the Sons of 
rich men too oft do) for that will ruft and 
corrupt your minds, and cherifh befotting, 
os damning 
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damning lufts, and render you worthlefs and 
ufelefs in the world, and confequently the 
sréateft plagues of your Country, to which 
you. fhould be the greateft helps and blef- 
fings. Makeas much Confcience of improv- 
ing your hours, asif you were the pooreft 
men : you have moft wages, and fhould do 
God moft work. Letholy and ufeful ftudies 
one part of the day, and doing good to others 
another part, andneceflary refrefhment and 
exercife another, take up your time 5. you 
have none allowed you for any thing unpro- 
 firable, much lefs hurtfull. ~ 
‘--© whata bleffing to the world are wife 
Godly Magiftrates, and what acurfe are the 
_Foolifhand Ungodly. 


- [X.: Remember that the grand defign of : 


the Devil and all deceivers is to delude and 
corrupt the rulers of the people, knowing 


how much they fignifie by their Laws, Pow- 
er and Examples + and how fad it will be 


to be judged asa Perfecutor or a Captain of 
iniquity. And therefore you muft have a 


greater felf-fufpicion, and fear of feduction - 
and finthan others ; and muft watch more 


carefully againft wicked Counfel and exam- 


ple, but cfpecially the Temptations of your - 


‘own ficfh, and corrupted nature; and of 
vour VVealth and place. te 
| ~ CHAP. 
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_ Counfel to Parents (and Tutors of Youth.) 


_€rsy what on their parts is neceflary, 

to their great duty, and the good of 

Youth, it would be more than all that I 

_ have faid already ; but that is not the pre- 
fent work , and Pie may fee much of it 

done in my Christian Direélory. But be~ 
caufe fo much lyeth en their hands, I be-- 

feech all fuch that read thefe lines, to re- — 
member. | | 


lee * | 
S Hould I now fay, toParents and Teach- 


——— 
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I. How near their relation to their Chil- 
drenis, and that for a Parent to betray their 
Souls to Sin and Hell, by negleé or by ill: 
Means, feems more unexcufable cruelty, 
_ than for the Devil a‘ known Enemy.todo 


if. : - | 
' » IL. How very much their welfare is en- 
_ trufted toyour care, you have the Teaching 

Of them before the Minifters, and have — 
_ them alwaies nearer with you, and have. 
greater power over them. O/ that you 
: % N. knew 
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knew what holy inftruéions, and‘heavenly 


. excitations and good example God requireth 


of you for their good: And how much of » 


the hopes of the Church and World lie on 
- the Holy skill and fidelity of Parents, in the 
right educationof youth. 5 : 

(II. O feed not their finful defires and 
lufts ; ufe them not to pride, to idlenefs, 
to teo much fulnefs or pleafing of the appe- 

tite ;..but teach them the reafons of Tempe- 
france, and Mortification, and: the fin and 
mifchief of all fenfuality. 

IV. Yet ufe them with tender fatherly 
Love, and make them perceive that it is for 
their own good, and cherifh their profitable 
delights ; ftudy how ta. make all good de- 
lightful to them, encourage and reward 
them. Tell them of the wifdom and good- 
nefs of Gods word, and let them read the 
Lives of Holy men. 

_ V. Choofe hem both Callings, Habitats- 
ons and Relatsons which«make moft for the 
common good, and for the advantage of 
their Souls, and not thofe that moft ferve 
Covetoufnefs, Pride or Slothfulnefs. 

VI. Know their particular inclinations, 
corruptions and temptations , and accord- 
ingly watch and keep them, as you would 

do againft death. 


VI. Set- 


C179] | 

VIL Settle them under wife and godly 
Paftors, and in the familiar Company of 
godly perfons, efpecially of their age and 
ufual couverfe. 

VIII. Keep them as much as poffibie 
from Temptations at home and abroad, 
cially thofe that tend to fenfuality and to sm- 
piety or corrupting their judgments againft 
Religion. Thruft them not beyond Sea or 
elfewhere unfortified among deceivers, fora 


meer Ornament, asfome cruelly do. - 


IX. Remember how you dedicated them 
to Chrift in Baptifm, and what was pro- 
mifed, and what renounced, and what you 
bound your felves to do. . 

X. Remember ftill how much the happi- 


nefs or mifery of Church, and Kingdoms, 


and of the World, doth lie on the right or» 
wrong educating of -Youth by Parents; 
much more t our Univerfities or, 
Schools. _ - | 
XI. Remember that your own comfort 
or forrow in them,-lyeth moft on your 
own duty or neglea; if they prove wicked 
and Plagues of the Wosld, and you are the 
caufe, it may tear your hearts, but whata 
joy is itto be the means of theic Salva. 
tion, and of their publick feevige in the. 
World. - | . | 
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XII. Difgrace fin to them, and com- 


.. mend _holinefs oy word and praétice, and . 
w 


be your felves what you would have them 


be. And pray daily for them and your . 
félves. The. Lord blefs this. Counfel to 


them and you. < 


pt Gaeooee om 


-. CHAP. XIV... 


What are mens Duties to each other as 
-ELDER and TONGER. | 


§. 1.5T is moft clear in Scripture and Rea- 
| I fon that there are.many {pecial du- - 


ties, which the Elser and Younger,as fuch, 


owe to each other. The Elder are bound. — 


‘1. To be wifer than the Younger, as 
having longer time, and fo to pe their inftru- 
Gers in their feyeral places. my 

2. And efpecially to deliver down to 
them the Sacred Scripture which they re. 


ceived, andthe Memorials of Gods works, ~ 


done for his Church in their dayes, and 
which they received from their Fathers. 


3. And 


—-*. 23 5 Fr g See. — Pe - =. 95 


| [ 181 J | 
4. And to gobefore them inthe example — 
ofa holy and heavenly Life, Fob 32. 4, and 


8. 8. Heb. 5.14. Tit. 2.2.3. 1 Fo. 2.135 


14. Fudg.6.13. Pfal. 44.1. and 78.3, 5. 


Deut. 1.21. Exod. 12.26. Deut.ti. 19. 


Fof. 4.6. 21522. Foel. 1.3. 

§. 2. And nature and Scripture tell us 
that the Younger owe much Duty to the 
Elder fam’d up, 1 Pet. 5.5. Te Younger fub- 
mit your felves to the Elder ; this fubmiffion 
includeth efpecially, a reverence to their 
judgments, preferring -them before their 
own, and fuppofing that ordinarily they are 
wifer than the younger, and therefore living 
towards their Elders in a humble Learning 
difpofition, and not proudly fetting their 


-unfurnithed wits againit their greater expe- 


rience without very evident reafon. ‘For the 
underftanding of which note. 

§. 3. 1. That it is certain that meer. 
Age doth not make men wife or good, none 
are more fottifhly and uncurably ignorant 


than the aged ignorants ; and few fo bad as 


the old’ obftinate finners. For they grow 
worfe deceiving and being deceived, and 
more and more abufe Gods mercy , and 


are ftill going further from him, as the 
. faithful are ‘growing better and nearer to 


him. 


N 3 2, And 


Ci 82 
2. And it is certain that God greatly 
bleffeth fome young mens underftandings, 
and maketh them wifer than the aged and 
their Teachers. 


3. And fuch aone is not bound to think 


that he knoweth not, what he knoweth ; nor 

to believe that every old maa is wifer than 

he; althiswegrant. 

 §. 4, Bur though, Eccl. 4. 135 Better 

apoor aud a wife Chi'd, than an old and 

fools King who will no more be admonifhed. 
et, 


4. Itis certain that knowledge cometh . 


much by experience ; and long experience 
and ufe, is farre more powerful than the 


fhort : And Time and Converfe is neceffa- - 


ry to it; naturally or ordinarily long learn- 
_ ing and ufe increafeth knowledge.Do ngt all 
take it for granted that ufually the boyshave 
been many years at School are better 
Scholars than beginners ; and fo inall other 
acquifitions. “Therefore it was the Elders 
that were commonly the Rulers of the peo- 
pic in Church and Commonwealth, and the 

aftors and Rulers are thence called Elders - 


' . Andif they were not ordinarily the wifeft, 


why did not God make the Children the or- 
dinary Teachers and Rulers of their Pa- 
rents, but the Parents of .the Children ? 


Old men may be Ignorant and Erroneous — 


_- 8 
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as well as wicked: but young men cannot 
be ripe in wifdom without a miracle 3; we 
are not therefore now to fuppofe unufual 
things to be ufual. Ordinarily youth is ig- 
norantand raw ; their conceptions undigeft- 
ed, not well fixed or improved : It is but 


few things that they know, and their igno- - 


rance of the reft, maketh them lyable to 
many Errours, Heb. §. 11, 12. For the 
Time ye ought to have been Teachers, fitnefs 
to. teach fuppefeth Time, the young cannot 
digeft ftrong meats, A Novice muft not 
be a Bifhop, the reafon may feem ftrange, 


| Left he be life up with Pride and fall ixto she 


condemnation of the Devil, 1 Tim. 3. 6. 
One would think yeath fhould be moft hum- 
ble as. confcious of defectivenefs. But be~ 
caufe the Ignorant know not that more isto 


-_ be known than ever they attained, therefore - 


they know not their own Ignorance. 


2, And this PROUD IGNORANCE 
is fo odious a fin, and the nurfeof fo many 


_ more, and fo <heeg an Enemy to wifdam — 
d 


and all good, that it is no wonder thatit is 
the way to the condemnation of the Devil. 


§.5. Therefore though young men fhould 


 potreceive any Falfhood, Herefie, or ill ext 


ample fromthe aged, yet they fhould ftill re4 


member — 


| ee) os 
ber that ceteris paribus, Age hath the gteat 


advantage for knowledge, and youth muft 


needs live in an humble teachable fence of 

Ignorance; other, mens abufe of Time, 

and aged folly will not prove them miracu- 
loufly wife. The aged are alwaies the 
wifeft. if they equally improve their time 
and helps. 7 _ 

- -§. 6. It is fo odious a fin for Lads and 
_ young Students to be felf-conceited, and un- 
teachable; and fet up their apprehenfions 
- with ungrounded confidence againft their 

Elders, that all fhould be very fearful of that 


guilt, and have fuch humble thoughts of - 


their own underftandings, as to be jealous 
of their conceptions ; for all thefe Vices 
make up their felf-conceited prefidence. 


1. Itis bothgreat ignorance of the dark- _ 


nefs of mens underftanding, and great ig- 
norance of themfelves, to be ignorant that 


they are ignorant, and to think they are 


{ure of that which they know not. 

2. Itis an odious fort of Pride, to over- 
value an ignorant underftanding, and to be 
proudly confident of that which they have 
not. -° | — 
3. It is folly to think that Truth can 


‘be known, without fufficient time and try- 


al; and’coutrary to the Worlds continual. 
’ - €xperience. _ 


ge et 
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4. It isan abfurd, an inhumane, a {ubvert- 
ing ef the order of World,for Lads to fet up. 
their Wies by groundlefs felf-conceitednefs © 


againft their Elders, as for Subjefts to fet 


their Wsls againft Rulers. —T 
§. Itisacontinual anrighteoufnef, there 


| ‘is ajuftice required in our common private 
judging, as well as in Judges publick judg- 


ment. And all fhould be heard and tryed 


before we peremptorily judge. 
' 6. It is a neft of continual Errour inthe 


mind, which is the Souls deformity , and 
Contrary to natures love of Truth. 

§. 7. Andit hath abundance of mifchie- 
vous effects. o 

1. It keepeth out that Truth or Know- | 
ledge which fhould be received. Itobfti- ~ 


nately refifteth neceffary teaching, whereas 


the willingeft entertainment is little enough 
to get true knowledge, even by flow dé- 
grees. As God giveth birds an inftiné to 
feed their young, fo the young ones by in- 
ftinét hunger, and open ‘their mouths. But 
if they abhorr’d their meat and muft be 
cram’d, they would commonly perith, 
thatknowledge, that fuch get, muft be from 
themfelves, in their own thinking and obfer- 
vation only: Where their minds are yet. 
unfurnifhed with thofe Truths that muftlet 
in more, and daily objeéts will occafion 

ee errour 
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errour or confufion in their minds that are 
say eid hel improve them, and their own 

will pervert them, and. one errour 
draw in more, whereas the help of thofe 
that by long and faccefsfol Study, have 
rightly ordered and digefted their concepti- 
Ons, might be an exceeding help to willing 
Learners. — | 


2.’ And fuck by Pride do forfeit the Grace 
of God, which he giveth to the humble,and — 


_Yefifteth the proud ; andare oft given up to 


the felf-conceitednefs which they fo defend; 


till their own Counfels and ways be their 
confufion. | 

3. And the Devil hath advantage to fet 
in, and even poffeffe fuch proud, prepared ig- 
norant minds, and become their Teacher , 


‘and lead them almoft to what he will, a- 


gainft Truth, and the Church, and them- 
felves, and God. | oe 


4. And felf-conceit, and hafty confidence 


maketh them continual lyers; even while 
_ they rage for what they fay as true: For 
_ being ufually miftaken for -want of patient 

tryal, they fay what they think, and are 
‘not to be much believed in their prefidence. 


_—«§. 8. But feetng many old men are igno- — 
yamt and erroneous, and fore young men have 


founder underftandings, how fhall [know when 
Lam guilty of proud, felf-conceit, and prefi- 
a | - deuce 


-_--o— + 
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dence, and refufing others judgment. Anfy. 
1. When = rafhly neglect their judge- 
meat and Counfel, who have had as good 
helpsand parts as you, and far. longer time 
and experience, without fo much as hear- 
ing what they have to fay, and taking time 
to trye the caufe according to its weight, 
efpecially if they be fuch as nature or rela- 
tion obliged you to learn of. 2. When you 
eafilier fufpeét fuch than your own under- 


ftandings. 3. When your confidence of 


your underftandings is fo unproportionable 
to, your Time and Studtes, that you muft 


 fuppofe you know by a miracle or fome rare 


ag tee and wit; as if you had got more in 
a few years than the reft of mankind doth 


in many. 4. When you judge fuddenly 
. before you take time to think, and may 


know that you never heard what may be 
faid againit you. 7 3 

5- When you talk moft ina bold affert- 
ing ora Teaching way, asif you were Ora- 
cles to be heard and reverenced, and not 


ina humble enquiring way, with that neceffa- - 


ry doubting which befeemeth Learners ; ex- 
cept ye become as Little Children in teacha- 
ble humility, you are nor fit for the School 
of Chrift, Afath. 18. 3:Even he thatisa 
Teacher mui be'aLearner ftill ; as con- 
{cious of his remaining ignorance, and not 
think himfelf above it, nox fet himfelf to 

me | dif. 
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difpute againtt all chat he underftands not,but 
continue humbly to featch and trie.6. When 
thofe Reafens of your own feem good and 
cogent, which are fufficiently confuted, and 
‘you cannot fee it, or which men of the moft 
approved Learning & fitnefs to judg do judg 

tobe but folly; & when other mens foundeft _ 
reafons fem light to you, becaufe you jud 
_ bya proud and felfifh underftanding, confi- 
dent and tenacious of all that is your own, 
and contemning that which is againft you. 
_ “7. When you can too eafily without cer- 
tain cogent reafon diffent from the judg- 
ment, not only of thofe whofe Light and 
Integrity, hath by felf-manifeftation con- 
vinced the World,but alfo from the genera- 
lity of fuch as are commonly known to be 
the wife, godly and impartial; yea per- 
haps from all the Church of Chrift. 

8. When the moft and wifeft men that 

know you, think you not fo wife as you 
think your felves, nor your reafon fo good ; 
but pity your felf-conceitednefs, and yet 
this brings you not to fufped: and trie. 

~— g. When you are hardly and rarely 
brought to an humble confeffion of your 
errours, but in all debates you feem ftill, 
what ever thecaufe be, to be in the right, 
and when you have once faid it you will 
— ftand toit, and juftifie untruths, or extenu- 
ate aidexcufethem. - ~° —‘:19. Where 
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_ 10. When you too muclr affect the e- 
fteem of wifdom, and love to have your 
judgments a Ruleto others, and are: unfit © 
for true {ubjedtion. oe er 
' Inaword when inftead of being fwift to - 
hear, flow to fpeaky and flow to wrath, you ' 
are fwift to fpeak and dittate, flow to hear 
and learn, and fwift to wrathful cenfure of 
Diffenters. | ee 
_§. 9. So common and hartful is this fin 
in mankind, that you fhould ftill be duely - 
fearful of it; Errour 1 fear taketh up the : 
' greater half of the thoughts of men, and - 
_ moft are rather deceived than inthe right, - 
and méns mind in flefh isin great darknefs, 
-ahdtherefore PROUD IGNORANCE isa 
| monftrous and pernicious:vice ; and moft of 
the confufions and miferies of the World, of 


| Kingdoms, Churches and all Societiescome 


' fromit. Yeathough it feems moft contra- 
‘ry to Scepticifm, it tendeth at laft to Inf- 
—delity or Atheifm. For when experience 
hath convinced fuch, that their’ moft confi- 
_ dent rage, was but a miftake, they turn to 
' think that there is nothing certain, and deny 
| the greateft Truths. It is by this one fin of 

proud felf-conceitednefs in falfe thoughts, that 
- Kingdoms, Churches and the World by ob- 
-ftinacy feems remedilefs; and the wifeft | 

men that would cure them cando no good, 

but on themfelves and few. §. 10. 


| [ 190 J | 

§: 10.. But itisno where moreumatural _ 
than in Children againft their Parents Coun- 
fel, and Scholars againfb their Tutors,. and 
Ignorant perfons, againft the common con- 
fent of the moft able Godly Paftors. What an 
odious thing isit to fee an ignorant Lad run 
againft all his Fathers words, and think that 
he is wifer and always in the right ; and to 
hear ignorant perfons magifterially judge | 
and defpife their wife and faithful Teachers, — 
before they are capable to underftandthem, 
ox the matter of which they talk ? Oh! 
how happily might Parents, and Paftors, 
and wife men promote Knowledge and — 
goodnefs in the world, were it not, fon 
this felfifh prefidence which fhuts the door 
againfttheir neceflary helps. | 


CHAP. XV. 
The Conclufion, to Minéfters. 


“Here is another fort of Helpers, on , 
kk whornthe wellfare of Youth much de- | 
a pends; . 


CLigt] | 
pends; even the Minifters of Chritt, ‘But 


I prefume not here to teach them: Inmy 


Reformed Paftor, 1 have fpoken fomewhat | 
freely when I had leave. I cannot expect 
that thofe that filence me fhould hear me; _ 


- nor willl think that able faithfull Minifters 


need my Counfell. But all that I will now 
fay is, humbly to intreat thofe who take no 
great pains with the young perfons in théir— 
Parifhes, and will not be admonifhed by 
fuch as 1, but to read Marwin Bucer (who 
had fo greata hand in counfelling our Refor- ' 
mers that made the Liturgy) his Book de 


’ Reguo Dei, his Cenjure of the Liturgy, ef- 


pecially of Baptifm, Confirmation, Ordinati- 


on and Difcipline, and bis vehement preffing 


the neceffity ‘Congregational Difcipline, and 


denying the Sacrament to the unmeet, and the 


necelfity of keeping Baptized Youths among the 
Catechumens, tll at age they come to true ua- 


| derflanding of the Covenant, which they made 


muft renew, and till they give credible 
figns of real. Godlynefs by a Godly Life, and 
of what mifchievous effects it 1s to confirm them, 


and admit them to the Lords Supper, on their . 
bare faying the words of the Catechifm, the 


Creeds, Lords Prayer and Decalogue, ‘with- 
out tryed Underftanding and ferious Prety 3 
And what a wrong it is tothe Chriftian ones 


oa 
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and Religion, to confound and corrupt aur Com- 
munion for want of Parifh Difcipiine and di-’ 
 ftinttions. And how little good all Canons or 
| Laws for Reformation or Religious duty will 
do, if the Minifiry be ignorant, worldly and 
ungodly, and the Churches be not taught and 
guided by able godly,humble, ‘felf-denying and _ 
loving Paftors. | | 
_ Lbefeech you read him diligently, he was 
no violent man, @nd his books ‘here menti-. 
oned were purpofely written for K. Ed-. 
ward, andthe Bifhops, and Church of Eng- 
land, and accepted kindly by them. His 
burnt bones were honourably - vindicated by 
the publick praife, and his memory by ma-_ 
ny in Cambridge folemnly commended ‘to. 
pofterity - 1 befeech you let his Counfel in 
thefe Beoks be revived,and trueReformation 
be tryed by their Light.lhope they will hear 
that great and moderate Reformer that will 
nothear me, or fuch as I. And if you will 
adde the Reading of old Salusan,and of Nice 
Clemangu, it may‘do you good, ‘and excite: 
you to do goodto others, and promote the. 
ends of this Advife to Youth, i 
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